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From the Front Cockpit
Col Gary Otto – Wing Leader
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The WI Wing is at a significant crossroad in its life. We are being challenged by the new financial 
support system from headquarters called ASAP, which replaces ANUAC. This is the primary source of 
funds from the units for headquarters to operate. ASAP is making us look hard at our mission and our 
aircraft to determine our actual long-term ability to support them through both volunteerism and 
financial means.

It will take strong leadership to steer us through this transition, and your wing staff will need input 
and direction from our members to make some important decisions about our future. We still need 
some new leadership to fill all the open positions on the wing staff. Think about volunteering!

We not only have to manage the transition to ASAP, but we are also faced with decisions to make 
about the future of the PT-26, the SNJ and the T-34. They are all facing financial and volunteer 
challenges to keep them operational. I am confident we will navigate through all these obstacles and 
emerge even stronger and better able to carry out our mission to Educate, Inspire and Honor.

I continue to see so many new and old members who have volunteered to carry out our mission, and I 
am excited about the number of new members gained these past 2 years. I want to thank all of you 
for all your volunteerism, financial support and meaningful results. Have a wonderful Holiday Season 
and I look forward to seeing our members in the New Year!!

Best to you all,
Gary Otto - Wing Leader 

****** NOTICE ******
WI Wing meetings will be on the 2nd Saturday of the 

month. The 3rd Saturday had too many conflicts 
throughout the year. Mark your calendars 
appropriately! Don't miss our meetings!!
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Wisconsin Wing News

“Our Bright Future” ROTC Milwaukee DET 930 visit to the CAF Wisconsin Wing
by Col Candy Parr - WI Wing Education Officer

A big THANK YOU to Elaine Kroening, Sue & Dave Cook for coordinating and the connection to meet the cadets from ROTC 
Milwaukee DET 930 which was est in 1998.  Elaine’s niece, C/Lt Col Cassie L Herda is a senior at Marquette University and in 
the ROTC program. She will be graduating in May and commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Air Force . A good 
number of the cadets are training to be pilots and have a huge interest in warbirds. In addition, a few were also history 
buffs. Elaine thought it would be a great education for these cadets to come out to visit the Wisconsin Wing for a tour, Q&A 
and make connections and so she reached out to Sue & Dave.

We asked C/Lt Col Herda to tell us about the ROTC program:

“We have 41 cadets. Requirements to join are pretty simple: must pass a Department of Defense Medical 
Examination Review Board (DODMERB) medical exam, be in good physical shape, conform to the weight and fitness 
standards as established by the U.S. Air Force and Space Force, and have the drive to put in the effort. Staying in the 
program depends if you're on scholarship or not. Scholarship cadets need to have a GPA above 2.5 and pass the Air 
Force Physical Fitness Assessment each semester. If not, the GPA is 2.0 and it is not a requirement to pass the PFA 
until after you've contracted. Cadets contract after they pass Field Training which typically takes place between 
Sophomore and Junior year. As well cadets need to respect military customs and have qualities befitting a leader 
and officer.”

The list of active duty (or cadre) at the detachment are below:
• C/Lt Col Cassie L. Herda, Det 930
• Lt Col Jerad T Warren, Commander Det 930
• Capt. Andrew Beard, Operations Flight Commander
• Capt. Amanda N Herman, Recruiting/Education Officer
• Maj Nicholas Mello
• SSgt Kyrik Whitehead, NCOIC Administration

They plan another WI Wing visit in Spring 2023 before graduation. Please make sure you attend that meeting, especially if 
you have military experience to share and to inspire them (or just come on out & meet our future leaders)!

I was personally so impressed by these cadets with their respect 
of our military and our country, their passion, manners, knowledge, 
and intelligence, in addition to their interest in CAF and the history 
of aviation. If this country has future leaders like them, we will be 
in good hands! 

Who do you know?  Are you aware of groups that may enjoy a 
tour and meeting our CAF members? Maybe you know a high 
school/college student who may be interested. The ROTC visit/
tour was what we are all about! To Educate, Inspire & Honor!

For further information on the ROTC program reach out to:
CASSIE L. HERDA, C/Lt Col, AFROTC
OG/CC, Detachment 930
Marquette University
cassie.herda@marquette.edu

November 5th, 2022: CAF WI Wing tour with the ROTC 
Det 930 cadets with Gary Otto - Wing Leader 

mailto:cassie.herda@marquette.edu
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Wisconsin Wing News

(cont’d from previous page…)   “Our Bright Future” ROTC Milwaukee DET 930 visit to the CAF Wisconsin Wing
by Col Candy Parr - WI Wing Education Officer

C/Lt Col Cassie L. Herda, Det 930   Capt. 
Amanda N Herman, Recruiting/Education 
Officer

Thank you for our ROTC Milwaukee DET 930 Coffee 
Mugs! 

ROTC Milwaukee DET 930 Visit 11-5-2022
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Wisconsin Wing News

New Wisconsin Wing T-34 Pilot - Thanks to Coyote Squadron by Col John Reed

My background is US Air Force (T-41, T-37, T-38, C-130, C-141, C-17), American Airlines Pilot (MD-80, B757, B767, B737), 
and General Aviation Pilot (C-172, J3 Cub, Citabria, RV4, TRF1, PA44, T-34A/B).

I started flying T-34s in California about 12 years ago at the March AFB Aero Club where we had five T-34s (2 B-models 
and 3 A-models).  We also had an active formation training and flying program mostly doing missing man formations for 
funerals at the nearby Riverside National Cemetery but also flyovers for holiday parades, memorials, sports events, 
retirements, change of commands, and occasionally an airshow.

In early 2020, I had just moved to Wisconsin and was looking for a venue to continue flying T-34s.  Being a member of the 
T-34 Association, I was aware that the CAF Wisconsin Wing had a T-34 and I contacted Gary Otto, Mike Woods and Steve 
Lark to inquire about what it would take to be one of their T-34 pilots.  They gave me some information about the process 
of joining CAF, the Wisconsin Wing, and then becoming a Pilot Sponsor for the T-34.  I was immediately interested, but
couldn’t follow through until April of 2022.  

Gary and Mike got me signed up for National CAF, Wisconsin Wing membership, and scheduled for a Flight Evaluation 
Board so that the Wisconsin Wing Pilots could review my qualifications and interview me as a potential T-34 Sponsor Pilot.  
After getting approved by the FEB, paperwork (CAF Form 600 – Transition Letter) was submitted to CAF HQ to start my 
training. At that point, I dove into the online ground training requirements (CRM, 60-1, T-34 Ground School, etc) to get 
them completed before starting the flight training.

Our initial attempt to get myself and some of the other new T-34 Sponsor Pilots trained hit a snag when our local T-34 
Instructor Check Pilot was unavailable to do our training.  A plan was made to have Dan Summerall come up from Texas in 
June to spend a week getting us all trained.  Part of that plan was to also have me checkout as CAF Instructor Check Pilot 
to be the Wisconsin Wing’s new T-34 Check Pilot so that we wouldn’t have to fly Check Pilots in to conduct training in the 
future.  That plan hit a snag when N5347W, our T-34, was found to have some engine corrosion issues that needed to be 
resolved.  Estimated completion of engine maintenance was December at the earliest.

Next attempt to get training was a plan for me to fly down to do my T-34 checkout with Dan Summerall at the CAF Coyote 
Squadron in Corsicana, TX, in July.  This attempt was derailed by a brake issue with N802HV, the Coyote Squadron’s T-34, 
just days before our planned training.

After hearing the brake issue was resolved, Dan and I coordinated to get together at the Coyote Squadron for a few days 
of training in mid-November.  The plan worked out this time and Dan saw that I could meet standards in both the front 
seat and as an instructor in the back seat.  We completed Form 602 paperwork and got it submitted for HQ approval.  An 
approval letter from HQ to fly the T-34 was sent to me before I even got home to Wisconsin.  Mission accomplished!

So now we’re ready to get N5347W back flying as soon as the engine work is done.  Then we can get annual checks done 
for the current T-34 Sponsor Pilots and get the new T-34 Sponsor Pilots checked out to fly also. 

In the spring, it would be nice to take the T-34 to some formation clinics and get some formation training for the 
Wisconsin Wing T-34 Pilots.  Of course, T-6s are also welcome at the clinics.  2023 is shaping up to be a fun year to fly the 
Wisconsin Wing T-34!

I would like to thank the Commemorative Air Force and the Wisconsin Wing for allowing me to get back in the pilot seat of 
a T-34.  Special thanks to Dan Summerall and the Coyote Squadron for helping to get my CAF T-34 Pilot training done.



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter Pg 5

Wisconsin Wing News

Greetings from Texas! by Col Dan Summerall

As some of you know, I am a member of the WI Wing but reside in Texas as a member of the Coyote Squadron.  Our two 
groups are very similar as we both have a T-34 and a PT.  In our case it is a PT-19, but effectively the same aircraft.  I am an
instructor pilot for the T-34 and gave Colonel Gary Otto his initial check out for your T-34 in 2020.

We have been trying to get training done for Colonel John Reed for many, many months.  I was set to come to Wisconsin to 
do the training months ago when the initial discovery was made of the problems with the T-34 engine.  I had to cancel that 
flight and wait to see what was in store for us in the future.  We have tried to schedule several times for John to come to 
Texas but things never aligned for us to get a convenient time for both of us when our T-34 was “up”.  Finally, we were able 
to agree on a time and our aircraft cooperated.  

John arrived on the Monday following Wings Over Dallas and we met at our hangar for some hands-on hangar flying that 
afternoon.  Next day we briefed and John flew his first of two flights to qualify him as a T-34 Instructor/Check Pilot.  It was 
immediately apparent that John was going to do a good job as he was already proficient with taxiing an aircraft with no 
steerable nose wheel steering.  It’s a difficult thing to master and he was already there!  We went out and did some high work 
to get him familiar with the aircraft and how it handled.  That complete, we returned to the pattern for landing practice.  
Again, John did an excellent job.  We did a full stop landing, did a debrief and got ready for his flight from the back seat. After 
I started the engine (you can’t do that from the back seat), John was in full control of the aircraft.  We repeated the flight 
from the morning with him doing the entire flight from the back seat.  We returned to the field and again he did a wonderful 
job in the landing pattern.  We taxied in and put the aircraft away then finished with submitting his paperwork to 
headquarters.   John had done an excellent job all around and I was happy to sign him off as a T-34 Instructor/Check Pilot!  

I write this to acknowledge what a great asset John Reed will be for the Wisconsin Wing.  I look forward to hearing good 
things going forward.

============

Where’s Alex??? By Col Brad Ohde

It’s hard to believe,  but CAF WI Wing’s very own Alex Ohde will be completing his 6 year enlistment in the US Navy in 
Summer of ‘23.  He’s already making plans to return home and finish college!  He recently had a port call in Busan, South 
Korea before returning to Guam after a recent deployment. His boat,  the Key West (SSN-722), is scheduled to decommission 
in 2023.  Mom and dad (ie: Vicky & Brad) will be headed to Guam in early December to see Alex before Christmas.  He misses 
his CAF friends and looks forward to seeing everyone soon!
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Wisconsin Wing News

Merry Christmas from the WI Wing!!! by Col Gary Otto – WI Wing Leader

Many thanks to all members who 
contributed to making our Holiday Party 
a success and great time for all 34 
attendees! The key volunteers included; 
Kathy Laabs, Noel Skerven, Teri Anderer, 
Mary Kay McDermott, Tom McDermott, 
Ed Pleva, John Armstrong, Steve and 
Mary Lark. Thank you to all the wine 
bottle donors too. We had fun and raised 
some much-needed funds for the Wing.



Wisconsin Wing News

Gone West 11-12-2022   Dallas, TX by Col Candy Parr



Wisconsin Wing News

Buy History!!! by Col Candy Parr

The 2023 CAF Calendar features both planes lost in Dallas B-17 G Texas Raiders & P-63 

https://www.commemorativeairforce.org/home

Pillow CAF logo pillow $24.50 – Features 
Texas Raiders, FiFi, Tuskegee…
(CAF Logo on back)  Note: 2 weeks to ship 

2023 Calendar $12 Under Shop TAB (on top) 
Shop now (green button in middle of page)  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commemorativeairforce.org%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2f4d013da650485fc57208dad6fd29a9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638058680196890063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8EbvMPcxM1OXncAQnQU9%2BvB%2FF9OPF4yCx8Y%2FzXnHO9c%3D&reserved=0
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Wisconsin Wing News

CAF WI Wing Election Update by Col Gary Otto

Nomination committee final ballot results:

• Wing Leader No candidate nominated to date
• Adjutant John Leidel
• Finance Tony Madonia
• Maintenance Scott Twesme
• Development No candidate nominated to date

Dec 10th: The election will be run by the Election Committee with results announced 
by the end of the meeting.

============

Membership Update by Col Michael Guslick

With the end of the year drawing to a close, now is the time to think about renewing your CAF membership, especially with 
the dues increase for National membership that takes effect Jan. 1, 2023.  Members should have received an email from 
HQ on Oct. 25th notifying us of the changes, but in case you missed it, the new dues are as follows:

While the cost for annual dues is only increasing by $25, take 
advantage of the current price by renewing before the end of the 
year.  Better yet, consider becoming a life member at the current 
$2400 rate – not only will you never have to worry about a 
renewal again, you’ll show your commitment to our mission to 
Educate, Inspire, and Honor.

While National membership dues are increasing, Wing 
membership dues remain at only $50 for CAF Colonels, $25 for 
active duty members and members of other units, and free for 
Cadets.  Since Wing membership is on an annual basis (starting 
January for all, regardless of when your National membership 
expires), renew your WI Wing membership for 2023 by visiting:

https://www.cafwi.org/join-or-renew.html

You can renew right online, or mail in your renewal (instructions are on the site and a form is printed in this newsletter).  
Thanks to those of you who have already done so, and we look forward to another great year having all of you as part of 
the CAF Wisconsin Wing!

============

https://www.cafwi.org/join-or-renew.html
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Wisconsin Wing News

Maintenance Report – December 2022 by Col Steven Sorge – Maintenance Officer – WI Wing 

T-34
• Plane Safe has submitted final quote for engine overhaul and installation
• – estimated to be $53223.18.  This includes $13,500.00 for new crankshaft 
• assembly, and Exhaust system repair/rebuild: $3900.00. Awaiting funding 
• analysis and approval to proceed with this work.

PT-26
• Regarding Gear – Legs were sandblast cleaned and sent to NDT specialties in
• Oak Creek for Magnetic Particle inspection: Minor cracks in lower gussets
• were detected in Right gear leg…appears not to be repairable. Looking at 
• the next pair of legs we acquired for testing.
• Bushings for Tailwheel assembly have been ordered by PT mechanic. Tailwheel repairs should be next to be 

completed.
• We are still seeking 2 cylinders that can be sent out for rebuild so we can get the engine going again.
• Will need to complete another annual inspection before returning to the sky.

SNJ-5
• Aircraft repositioned to Tabair on Monday 11/28/2022 for annual.

➢ Squawks; compass dry, new oil cap needed (cap supplied) , rubber wear strip on LH wing seam cover is 
loose.  Oil change due in 6 hrs.

• Revised Request for New Com Radio Quote for was sent in November, no response yet.  Shop did comment that 
Garmin is @ 6 months out on delivery.

============

Mission Report  - Brandon Simmons Returns to KUES for Holiday Visit

Brandon and his lovely wife, Vicki, were visiting for Thanksgiving and Gary Otto 
took them for a beautiful night flight over Milwaukee. Brandon started out at 
the WI Wing as a cadet and has grown into a fine young man we are all very 
proud of!

Of course we can't fly our CAF aircraft at night, but this Cessna 172 sure does
a great job of capturing the magic of the city at night.
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Wisconsin Wing News

Mission Report  - Vietnam Veteran Marine Dennis Flancher takes Honor Flight to D.C.

Our own Col Dennis Flancher was honored for his service to our country on Nov. 5th when the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight 
group flew two plane loads of honored veterans to Washington, DC for the day. Dennis said the Marine Memorial was the 
most impressive to him. The towering spires of the Air Force Memorial were breathtaking too.
Several WI Wing members wrote "letters from home" to be read on the return flight, and a letter was sent on behalf of the 
WI Wing thanking Dennis for his service.
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Wisconsin Wing News

***  Support the WI Wing PT-26  ***
12 Planes of Christmas 2022

Each year the CAF holds an annual fundraiser to help support and highlight aircraft 
projects for planes in need of restoration, maintenance or repairs. Donors may contribute 
to a specific aircraft project or to the CAF’s Restoration Grant Fund.

Scan the QR code below or click on the link to support out PT-26:

https://fnd.us/224co8?ref=sh_3TKuufyImWk3TKuufyImWk

PT-26 – N9474H

https://fnd.us/224co8?ref=sh_3TKuufyImWk3TKuufyImWk


WI Wing Membership Meeting

You are invited to the CAF WI Wing on Sat., Dec 10th, 2022

10:30 AM Central Time →Waukesha Airport Terminal Conference Room
(Airport Drive, Waukesha) 

*** WI WING ELECTIONS !!! ***
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Wisconsin Wing News

2021

John Schroeder Matt Phillips Gary Kozlowski

Paul McAllister Tom Leunig Herb Coussons

Chuck Christburg Scott Meisenheimer Tim Tyre

Steven Mueller Jeff Otto John Leidel

John Hartmann Matt Phillips Mike Pastore

Enzo Aita Tracy Hunter Ed Pleva

Michael Moynihan Tonie Michaels Karl Beckle

Noel Skerven Chris Reeves Austin Kornov

Bernie DeKok

2022

Donn Droegkamp (Pewaukee)
*** Gold Lifetime Member ***

Al Pavik
(TX–Coyote Squadron Member)

Eric Ruediger (Racine)

Jackson LaManna (Mequon)
*** Cadet ***

Laura Stants
(Indiana Wing)

John Reed

Scott Slay Mitch Saltzberg Candy Parr

George Bacik Jeff Karsten
Cadet Francis Anderer
(Noel Skerven’s Nephew!)

Joe Van Wie Glenn Leidel Brian Liddle

Mary Berg Eric Chappelear Evan Bauer

Dan Butler Tony Madonia
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Calendar – Upcoming Events
Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2022 Wing activities.

Notes:   CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability
•  WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend. 
•  Waukesha Airport Food Truck Fridays Run June 3rd thru September 2nd, with WI Wing PX attending and Aircraft support.

Date Event Name Location Time
PX 

Booth
PT-
26

T-
34A

SNJ-
5

December  10
Wing Business Meeting 
Election for 2023-4 terms

Waukesha Airport CAF Hangar 
Gate 1

10:30-11:30am

TBA N103JC return to flight Tulsa OK Wing TBA

https://www.eaa.org/airventure

cafwi.org
https://www.eaa.org/airventure
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Gary Otto
262-875-1640

gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Tom McDermott
608-289-2424

mcfender@yahoo.com

Finance Officer: Ryan Beard
847-858-7846

rcbeard1@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Steve Sorge
414-852-8104

ssorge@wi.rr.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods
262-781-0487

mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Scott Twesme
920-650-6101

srtzen@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: Mike Ziarniak
414-380-9532

ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information 

Officer:
Bob Vajgrt

414-550-2770

dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Development Officer: Bob Vajgrt
414-550-2770

dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Education Officer: Candy Parr

262-490-0330

cparr@jamesimaging.com  

candy.parr2018@gmail.com 

Membership 

Officer:
Michael Guslick

262-203-6049

haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: A.G. Bharatkumar
262-366-3295

agbkumar@wi.rr.com

Events Officer: Kathy Laabs
414-418-7222

t28gal@att.net

Historian:
*** Open ***

This could be you!

Newsletter: Brad Ohde
262-309-8600

brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva
262-844-0965

ed.pleva@gmail.com

PX Volunteer Coord.: Dennis Flancher
414-534-0160

dennislf@att.net

Fly-Over Coord. Vic Stottlemyer
262-391-5110

stottlemy7@aol.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

http://www.cafwi.org/

