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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing
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Merry Christmas! Well, we are wrapping up 2024 on a high note! Lots of activity!
40 Guests at our Wing Holiday Buffet- Fun for all ages!  See photos next month

• November Wing Leader Connections: Attended 12 events, planning or meetings
Highlights: Attended the State Capital promotion of Col Zuccaro to Brigadier Major & on Warbird 
U-Tube live interview for 12 Planes of Christmas on out T-34

• CAF HQ -12 Planes of Christmas 2024 Kick off- Have you donated to our T-34? 

• December 14th after Wing Mtg: Santa will be at Kues 12 Noon- 2 PM at KUES Collecting 
nonperishables for the Food Pantry. For the season of giving! 

 Open to the Public- Win a Warbird ride raffle (Donate 4 nonperishables for a ticket) 

• December 14th Wing Mtg Speaker: Dennis Schell, USAF Air experiences as an F-15E Weapon 
Systems Officer in the illustrious “Chiefs” - 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing. Be there! 

• WING Staff Elections at next wing meeting 12/14 at 10:30 AM

• Jan-Borree at KUES Jan. 18th Need volunteers to man info table & help kids with post cards!

   Congratulations to David Oliver our new CAF President and CEO! Well deserved! 

My Vision: 2025 WI WING Goals for 10-10-100-25
10: T-34 Sponsor Pilots (at 6 with 2 on deck for Spring 2025)
10: SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilots (at 3 with 3 on deck for Spring 2025)
100: Wing Members with 30% ongoing active to carry out our 

Mission (at 66)
With a Thriving Rides Program In 2025

Onward and upward! Col Candy Lee Parr

http://www.cafwi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing
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Nominating Committee Update by Col’s George Crawford, Larry McClellen, & Tom Leunig

The nominating committee has completed our responsibilities in the election process.  After contacting many potential 

candidates, we were able to come up with the following list:

• Wing Leader Candy Parr
• Adjutant John Leidel
• Maintenance Officer Scott Twesme
• Finance Officer No Candidate
• Development Officer No Candidate

This list of candidates was submitted to Craig Tuminaro, VP of Membership for the CAF in Dallas.  The list was approved on 
October 31st.

Elections will be held at the Dec. 14th wing meeting.  We are hoping some nominees come forward for the important open 

positions.  Please consider serving your CAF Wing by helping in an open Officer position.

============



Our T-34 Featured in the CAF 12 Planes of Christmas  by Col Mike Doble

As most of you know, our T-34 Mentor N5347W has been selected out of 179 CAF aircraft to be one of twelve highlighted 
in the CAF national fundraising campaign 12/1 - 12/31! The showcase of our Mentor starts off with a live broadcast with 
Steve Buss on CAF Warbird Tube on 11/13, 7pm to 8pm. The plan is to have the Mentor moved to Mike Doble's hangar and 
spotlighted in the background while we tell the history and background of the aircraft, how it is utilized to fulfill the CAF 
mission, and what any fundraising will be use for. Please tune in!

Our fundraising effort has 
already begun. A small 
committee of pilot sponsors has 
been collecting photos and 
produced a write-up for the 
printed material put out by 
the  CAF HQ. In addition, 
sponsors have been approached 
to provide matching funds for 
any donations for this effort. 
Already, we have secured 
$3,000 in matching funds from 
two generous donors. But we're 
looking for more! Let Mike 
Doble know if you have any 
ideas for sponsors for matching 
funds!

In addition to the 
collateral being produced by CAF 
HQ, the WI Wing is producing a 
short video showcasing the 
Mentor in flight and 
interviewing sponsor pilots 
explaining what it means to 
them in volunteering for this 
mission. We have already 
interviewed John Reed and Mike 
Doble. We will interview more 
pilots and do some more air-to-
air work this week.

We will rely on our Wing 
membership to share and post 
about this fundraiser on your 
social media, as well as, a press 
release coming near the end of 
November. Look for those and 
please share when you see 
them!
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Commemorative Air Force Unveils 2024 Lineup for "12 Planes of Christmas"Fundraising Campaign

• F8F-2 Bearcat – Southern California Wing (Camarillo, CA)

• TBM Avenger – Missouri Wing (St. Louis, MO)

• PT-23 – Day's Pay Squadron (Richland, WA)

• AC-47 Spooky – Gulf Coast Wing (Conroe, TX)

• P-47 Thunderbolt – Airbase Georgia (Peachtree City, GA)

• B-25 Miss Mitchell – Minnesota Wing (South St. Paul, MN)

• PT-19 Fairchild – Tampa Bay Wing (Lakeland, FL)

• T-34 Mentor – Wisconsin Wing (Waukesha, WI)

• Stearman (WASP) – Dallas/Ft. Worth Wing (Lancaster, TX)

• A-26 Lady Liberty – Lady Liberty Sponsor Group (Enid, OK)

• BT-13 “Val” – Tex Hill Wing (San Antonio, TX)

• P-39 Airacobra – Central Texas Wing (San Marcos, TX)

============

January 11, 2025, Guest Speaker Paul Cianciolo, USAF Major ret. Via zoom from Virginia

Paul Cianciolo is a technical writer-editor at the Federal Aviation Administration, serving as a 
civil servant since 2012. He is an associate editor of the FAA Safety Briefing magazine, the safety 
policy voice of non-commercial general aviation. He is the general aviation social media lead and 
a subject matter expert in digital marketing, where he focuses on safety outreach aimed at 
rotorcraft pilots and safe air charter operations. Cianciolo is also
an Air Force veteran. While on active duty, he was a security
forces defender protecting VIP aircraft, including aboard Air 
Force One. His interest in the Air Force started when he joined 
Civil Air Patrol as a cadet in 1996 at Waukesha County Airport/
Crites Field in Wisconsin. He still volunteers with CAP today. 

After separating from the military, Cianciolo worked as a defense contractor in management 
analysis, intelligence, and public affairs for the Defense Intelligence Agency and the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis before joining 
the FAA.

============

NEED VOLUNTEERS 10-12PM & 12-2PM at the
CAF WI WING Table- Children’s Table Post cards to Veterans & Snowman in Aircraft Coloring Contest! K-8

The Commemorative Air Force (CAF) is thrilled to 
announce the return of its much-anticipated annual 
holiday fundraiser, the “12 Planes of Christmas.” Now 
celebrating its ninth year, this esteemed campaign 
offers aviation enthusiasts and history buffs a unique 
opportunity to support the restoration and 
preservation of the iconic World War II aircraft in the 
CAF’s fleet.

Throughout December, the CAF will spotlight 12 
carefully selected aircraft, each with a rich history and 
an ongoing restoration project spearheaded by 
dedicated volunteers nationwide.

https://janboree.org/2197/Airport-Fly-In

https://janboree.org/2197/Airport-Fly-In
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November Meeting & Presentation Recap by Col Michael Guslick, WI Wing Membership Officer

We were honored and delighted to have Maj. Tyler ‘Shaft’ Shaver as our presenter for the 
November meeting.  His background is as a naval aviator having flown all variants of the F-18, 
then moving into the F-35C, then transitioning service branches and eventually becoming the 
Volk Field CRTC Ops Director… …which only hints at his wealth of experience.  He currently flies 
the F-35 as part of the 115th and is qualified in all US variants of the airframe (only one of a 
handful in the world with that expertise).  He gave us an incredible in-depth account of his 
ejection from an F-35B in Texas two years ago during a failed acceptance flight that became a 
viral video.  He was able to provide us with some amazing unclassified (yet not publicly known) 
information regarding the specific details of the event, and happily answered any questions 
(that he was allowed to) in regards to the most advanced multirole aircraft currently in US 
inventory that patrols the Wisconsin skies.

Enormous thanks to Tyler for spending some time (far, far more than the 25 minutes of
material he claimed to have) with us – if you missed this utterly jaw-dropping 
presentation, our good friend Chris Henry has him lined up for the 2025 EAA Museum 
speaker series – do not miss it!  (He’ll also be presenting at the EAA Chapter 252 
meeting in Oshkosh on Dec. 12 – seems he’s gotten to be quite popular as a presenter, 
and for very good reason!)

============

Flyover Mission Report – Ft. Atkinson WWII Memorial Dedication         by Col Michael Guslick, WI Wing Membership Officer

While at the MVPA show that we had our SNJ and PX tent at in September, I met Dan Juday (ret. USAF) who was part of the 
group erecting a WWII memorial in Ft. Atkinson 

https://fortatkinsononline.com/city-approves-installation-of-world-war-ii-monument-in-mccoy-park/.  

He asked if we were able to accommodate flyover requests, and given Col Joan Doble’s superb work as our flyover 
coordinator, I was able to confidently respond in the affirmative and handed him my card.  Joan worked with our pilot pool 
and was able to secure Col Mike Ziarniak and Col Jeremy Keyes for the event, flying Mike’s Navion and the Wing’s T-34, 
respectively.

“Ooh, ooh, ooh!” I raised my hand and offered to be a backseater for either aircraft, as I was eager to see what went into 
coordinating such a flyover, and what formation flight looked like from the air.  Jeremy (whose own plane was down with 
engine issues just like mine) agreed to let me backseat in the T-34, and I was stoked.  We met up at the T-34 hangar and 
Jeremy already had the plane preflighted and was pulling it outside.  The weather was the biggest question mark, and after 
doing a touch-and-go in the pattern, we bugged out to the south, looking for whatever clear sky we could find.  Bursts of 
sunlight to the south made us think that we could actually pull this off, so we ran southwest to overfly East Troy and make 
contact with Mike Z. in his Navion.  We did indeed make radio contact and saw him at the east end of the runway at 57C 
doing his engine runup, great!  We orbited to the east of the airfield while I watched Mike begin his takeoff run (while 
witnessing one of the most magnificent rainbows Jeremy or I had ever seen), then pulled around to follow where we 
thought he was…  [Frequency shift to ‘Winchester’ (130.30) so that we wouldn’t be cluttering the 123.0 frequency shared by 
seemingly half of Wisconsin’s uncontrolled fields] You’d think finding a dark olive drab Navion amongst backlit clouds would 
be easy.  You’d also think spotting a T-34 dropping smoke nearby would be simple.  Even with half a dozen eyeballs, we 
were unable to find each other and finally vectored over Eagle and were able to make visual contact.  Phew!

https://fortatkinsononline.com/city-approves-installation-of-world-war-ii-monument-in-mccoy-park/
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Flyover Mission Report – Ft. Atkinson WWII Memorial Dedication         (cont’d from previous page)

Mike Z. had done a recon flight over the area previously and served as our lead, as he 
was our contact with the folks on the ground and had a ToT for the national anthem.  
We first formed up on his left wing, and I followed Jeremy’s throttle inputs with my 
left hand, feeling how he made slight adjustments to keep in position – with the 
turbulence that was all around due to the patchy weather, he admitted that “this is 
work!”  Meanwhile, in the backseat of the T-34, I was amazed at how close we were 
to Mike’s plane, as I had never been in such tight proximity to another aircraft in 
flight.  Jeremy, ever the FAST card equipped Red Star formation pilot, remarked “nah, 
this isn’t a proper form-up, just a loose gaggle”.  Could have fooled me, Mike’s 
Navion was right there.

KUES – I didn’t try to wrench the plane around at all, but delighted in how ‘proper’ 
the T-34 feels.  Not too heavy, not too light – it is an absolute joy of a machine.  Trim 
is surprisingly responsive, flaps are refreshingly just ‘up’ or ‘down’ rather than having 
to fiddle with a paddle of “eh, somewhere around there”.  Jeremy guided me 
through the pattern (I am not at all comfortable with flying in controlled airspace – 
gotta work on that) and let me make the landing, adding a little bit of help on the 
stick as I guided in the plane to a landing on 28 at Waukesha.
What an absolute thrill!  The T-34 is a marvelous aircraft, and it was amazing to just 
be along for the ride, much less being able to actually pilot this superb asset that our 
Wing is privileged to operate.

Huge thanks to Col Joan Doble for organizing the flyover request, Col Mike Ziarniak for coordinating with the ground unit 
and serving as flight lead, and to Col Jeremy Keyes for wingman/smoke/and an utterly memorable experience providing me 
with my very first logbook time in a warbird.  I couldn’t be happier.

Addendum:
 

Photo credits: Col Mike Ziarniak 
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Mission Report – Trip to Oshkosh 2024         by Col Gary Otto, WI Wing Executive Officer

Our annual Black Friday trip to the EAA museum in Oshkosh was attended by a small but dedicated group of warbird 
enthusiasts! Gary Otto was joined by longtime members and friends, Steve Lark and Mike Woods. We were joined by a very 
enthusiastic and delightful new member of EAA Warbird Squadron 32, Ashley Neisen. She is also an aspiring aviator, so she 
enjoyed being escorted through the museum by 3 “old time” pilots. Lots of questions and interesting discussions for sure.
After a morning of touring about through the expansive museum, we gathered in the lobby and departed for the well known 
and highly regarded Friar Tuck's Pub and Grill, just a few blocks from the museum. As always the food was delicious and the 
company was outstanding. We got to know Ashley a little better too. Perhaps we can recruit her into the CAF someday!
Some years we have 25+ attending and one year we only had 2, but it is always an enjoyable trip with our CAF friends. 

Consider making the journey back in time next year. IT is well worth your time and effort!

============

We are so sad to report that CAF Col Jeff Karsten passed away November 
14, 2024, at age 63. Lovingly survived by his wife Darcy of 40 years.

Jeff proudly served in the United States Air 
Force for 33 years, and was a very active T-
34 sponsor pilot in the WI Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force in recent years. 
He will be missed by so many.
A detailed article, honoring Jeff's life and 
accomplishments, will be presented in the 
January WI Wing newsletter.

Please keep his family, friends & fellow CAF 
WW pilots/members in your prayers!
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T-34 Flight for Charles Arthur Foyer  by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

A great event occurred on Saturday, November 16th that supported our mission to 
educate, inspire, and honor.  Tech Sargent Charles Foyer (RET) served in the Air Force 
Reserves at the 128th at Mitchell Field from 1953-1961.  This was back when they flew F-
86 Sabre and F-89 Scorpion fighters.  Charles received honors for perfect drill attendance!

To honor Charles 88th Birthday, his daughter Abby Lorenz asked if her father could take a 
flight in a CAF Wisconsin Wing aircraft.  Abby is the Waukesha County Airport 

Commissioner.  Col Candy Parr and I know her from serving on the Youth in Aviation Task Force.  I sent 
out the request on November 12 and Col Mike Doble replied on November 13th that he would 
volunteer to take Charles up on a T-34 flight. 

We all arrived at the “Batcave” hanger on Saturday and greeted Charles, his wife Sherry, and daughter 
Abby.  Mike got Charles situated in the back seat and strapped him in “in case we go inverted”.  
Charles had a huge smile and was able to have a great flight experience.  Photos were taken and Abby 
made a custom photo album for her father.   It was a great honor to participate in this event.  Thanks 
to Col Mike Doble for making this happen for one of our Air Force veterans.
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Santa is coming to KUES on a Mission for the Food Pantry! by Col Candy Lee Par – WI Wing Leader

============

December 14th meeting presenter:  Col Dennis Schell

Our very own WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor pilot, Col Dennis Schell, will be speaking about his 
US Air Force experiences as an F-15E Weapon Systems Officer serving in the illustrious “Chiefs” - 
335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing.  As a WSO in the “dark gray” version of the unmatched 
Eagle, Dennis was the crew member responsible for putting “warheads on foreheads.”  He was also 
an Instructor WSO and his unit’s resident Electronic Warfare Officer.  Dennis is a life-long aviator, 
having soloed at Baraboo-Dells airport on his 16th birthday.  After departing the USAF and finishing 
grad school in 2001, Dennis landed in Indianapolis and promptly joined the IN-Wing CAF.  He 

currently serves as the IN-Wing Exec Officer, is a CAF Foundation board member, conducts annual governance training for the 
General Staff, has sponsored eight CAF aircraft, and feels fortunate to fly several of the CAF trainers along with his RV-7A.  
Prior to his military service, Dennis worked as a control systems engineer, and these days uses his love of technology as a 
patent attorney for his solo law firm, Innovation Law Office, which serves startup and mature businesses throughout the US 
and overseas. 

Coloring Contest for the kids! K-8 with Prizes! 

CAF- Wisconsin Wing 1st Annual Food Pantry 
Community Outreach

We will be collecting nonperishable goods for the 
food pantry on Saturday 12/14! 12 Noon-2 PM at 
the airport lobby. 
Santa & his friends will be there! Bring the kids! 
Photo opportunity!
Candy canes & coloring contest for the kids! K-8 
Prizes! 
Win a ride in a warbird to be taken on another 
date! 
Entry-1 raffle ticket for every 4 nonperishable 
items donated.
Must be 12 yrs old or older & able to climb into 
aircraft on your own.
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2024  NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White

Nick Krahn

============

Maintenance Report – December 2024 by Col Scott Twesme,  WI Wing Maintenance Officer

• T-34: Up & flying with no issues.  

• SNJ-5: Up & flying, annual scheduled for 16 Dec.. Smoke system should be here to coincide with 
annual for install. Also, recommend updating the radio to a new Trig TY-91. It’s a nice, 
remote mount radio that will give us 2nd freq monitor capability, 9 channel memory 
function, and moves the actual radio to a better location.

============

Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! 

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025

• January: Speaker – Maj. Paul S Cianciolo USAF ret. Air Force One /
9-11 Pentagon survivor… FAA magazine editor.  ZOOM from DC

• February: Speaker - Paul Maloy (EAA Education VP)
• March: Speaker - Lauren Sherrick State of WI Enterprise Program 

 Chief based in Madison, WI (In charge of 19 aircraft, 13 pilots & 4 mechanics)
• April: Speaker - Maj. Dan Jackson Air Force Special Operations AC-208 Combat Caravan Pilot
• May: Speaker – Christine Westrich Marine F/A-18A Hornet TBD
• June: Speaker TBD
• July: EAA month!!!
• August: Speaker TBD & Picnic

……and MORE TO COME!!!
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1W73XslbbBNdUAnRHGgeLxXMYB8m2YK83ePjeuJX3BhE/edit?usp=sharing

Notes:   CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha every Saturday 8:00 AM !!!

Date Event Name Location Time PX Booth
Education 

Table
T-34A SNJ-5

12-14-24 WI Wing Meeting – Elections & 
Guest Speaker Dennis Schell, USAF, 
F15E Weapon Systems Officer - 

Waukesha Airport – Terminal
(bring non-perishable food item 
to donta after Santa visit!)

10:30am

1-11-25 Wisconsin Wing Meeting – Guest 
Speaker Paul Cianciolo, USAF Major 
ret.  via zoom from Virginia

Waukesha Airport – Terminal

1-18-25 Jan-Boree Waukesha Airport – Terminal

Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Tony Madonia 312-208-9840    /    tony@madonia.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bob Vajgrt 414-550-2770    /    dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: Kathy Laabs 414-418-7222    /    t28gal@att.net

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

cafwi.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1W73XslbbBNdUAnRHGgeLxXMYB8m2YK83ePjeuJX3BhE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
mailto:tony@madonia.com
mailto:srtzen@gmail.com
mailto:mikewwoods@gmail.com
mailto:bauere25@gmail.com
mailto:dawnbob@wi.rr.com
mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
mailto:haveblue@haveblue.org
mailto:mfd4401@yahoo.com
mailto:t28gal@att.net
mailto:liddle.brian@yahoo.com
mailto:brad.ohde@outlook.com
mailto:ed.pleva@gmail.com
mailto:joan@exploriumbrew.com
http://www.cafwi.org/
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