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-_ As flying season goes into hibernation, | hope you all take the time with family & friends to enjoy the
1: REASON for the SEASON!
o My November was planning our Wing’s Annual Holiday Banquet and our 2"d annual Food Bank
c collection with Santa in December! | also attended both CAF HQ zoom meetings for Unit Leaders and
:O: a Safety meeting regarding our stand down order Nov. 24t -31st,
~c COME ON OUT! Saturday, Dec. 13t to our next WING Meeting and ELECTION- 10:30 AM - 11:30

AM. Please try to attend. Guest Speaker- New SNJ-5 Sponsor pilot Kevin O'Conner on his Marine

Ll g Corps days - Pilot Harrier Aircraft/Top Gun instructor. Chili for lunch to follow. Please RSVP for
( ) W food count by 12/11. Text 262-490-0330
O -& On the same day 12 NOON to 2 PM we have our 2"d Annual Food Pantry Collection with Santa
Q arriving in our T-34. Coloring contest PK- 6% grade. If you cannot attend, please drop off your
L (é) donations of nonperishable at the WING meeting or (at KUES) in collection box the week of Dec. 8.
m — Donate 10 items you will be put in drawing for a ride in a warbird later. (Must be able to climb into the
— aircraft on your own accord -12 yrs old & older)
< 9
.'S What pilot do you know that would have a dream come true & fly a warbird?
Ll Q Who do you know that has a heart for our veterans and aviation military history?
> S Do you have a family member/friend serving active duty now? We would love to send them a greeting
-_— from the wing- let us know!
= W
< @) Keep talking about our MISSION: To Educate, Inspire & Honor
m |\ as one never knows whose heart strings you will pullin Inside this issue:
O .. memory of, in honor of, or a lifetime dream come true. From the Rally Point, CAF Wi »
E : Wing Ops & Maint. Reports i
I I I .9 Dec. Speaker — CAF WI Wing Col
U) Kevin O’Connor, Future
E (05 presentations, Wing
ey announcements, Did You 5
§ Know? Cornelia Clark Fort, Did ol
E You Know? Paul Newman,
| First Lieutenant Mary Louise
O : Roberts ...and more!!!

Events & Staff Listing 13
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Operations Report — December 2025 by Col Mike Woods, CAF WI Wing Operations Officer “Emeritus”

Steven Cloyd is now checked out in the T-34 so we now have 8 pilots and two instructors. We also have a new person,
Spencer Anderson, who isn’t signing up to be a T-34 pilot. He needs to be approved by our Flight Evaluation Board, but his
credentials look great so he should be ready to start his training as soon as the Board can convene, and the weather
cooperates. Steve Sorge has completed his SNJ check ride, so we should be able to start our rides program back up next year.
Kevin O’Connor has started his check out in a T-6 in lllinois, so he should be a full-fledged SNJ pilot soon. With Steve and
Kevin, the SNJ will have 5 pilots. Loren Marburg is now an instructor pilot in the SNJ, so he should be able to keep our SNJ
pilots current. Gary Otto completed his annual T-34 check ride so that makes him current in both the T-34 and SNJ.

Winter weather has set in a little early, so hopefully we will get some reprieve from our wintery blast and get some flying in
during December before real winter takes hold. As a summary, the T-34 had 11 flights for 8.8 hrs and in November we had 3
flights for 3.6 hrs. The SNJ had 8 flights in October for 3.7 hours and 4 flights in November for 4.5 hours.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING. If
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period, so they are adamant that this must be done.
Also remember to record your times after your flight.

Last month | said it was my last report, but | was looking ahead too far, but this really is my last report as your Operations
Officer. It was a great journey, so many thanks to everyone for letting me serve. Depending on the outcome of our
December election, Steve White will be your new Operations Officer. Since he is the only one running, | am assuming he will
be your man in a couple of weeks. | am not going away but will probably be wearing a different hat soon as your
Development Officer, meaning | get to beg money for our Wing. Those that know me already know | am short, so Steve Lark
sent me a thing that showed an Elf and it said why are Elfs always needing money, the answer, because they are always short.
Well, if we are going to make our Wing get bigger and better (like our own hangar and get more funding so our pilots do not
pay for everything) | will be the EIf that always needs money. Any suggestions and help | can get from our fellow Wing
members will be appreciated. -Mike

Maintenance Report — December 2025 by Col Scott Twesme, CAF WI Wing Maintenance Officer

Not too much new on MX front - both airplanes are up and flying!

T-34: Oil change is due, and the only MX issue right now is the front cockpit shoulder
harness inertial reel locking system. The reel locks under deceleration, so it’s safe
to fly, but if you choose to lock it, the cable flexes a bit and makes it hard to lock.

SNJ: Prop leak fixed with new seal and removal of the spinner. We do have a small
leak from one of the cylinders which needs to be addressed but it’s not
terrible/grounding. New radio still needs to be hooked up, hopefully sometime
this winter when Nick has time to address it.
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WIWING Meeting 12/13

Please bring yvour non-perishable to the meeting!

Trying to beat last year’s record of 700 LBS of food!
MOTE: If vou can't make it on Saturday

You may drop off yvour donation at Waukesha Co. Airport the week of 12/8.
Look for a Christmas wrapped box & balloons in the lobby

WIWING Meeting 12/13

8 AM Breakfast at Dennys-Pewaukee
9:30 AM SHARP Staff meeting
10:30 AM SHARP Wing Meeting
Elections for Staff 2026-2027

11:00 AM Guest Speaker: Wing member/SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilot, Kevin O'Connor
on his Marine Corps Harrier pilot & top gun instructor career.
11:35 AM Includes a Chili lunch.
PLEASE RSVP to Gary or Candy for chili lunch.

12 Noon - 2 PM Santa arrives in the T-34 for the kids and

collects nonperishablas for the Pewaulkee Food Bank.
Coloring contest Pre-K to 6" grade

Bring vour nonperishable items or write a check out to Pewaukee Food Bank!
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by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

December 2025 — To close out the year, our very own WI Wing
member and SNJ sponsor, Kevin O’Connor will talk about flying the
USMC AV-8B Harrier Il and give us a peek into the complexities of flying
combat missions in this technological marvel. Sadly due to be retired in
2026, the AV-8B remains an engineering triumph and the trainer
version was a highlight of Boeing Plaza at Oshkosh this year. Bring your
nerdiest questions for our resident V/STOL pilot!

January 2026 — Mike Weinfurter’s bright orange

O-1 Birddog is a regular performer during the Warbirds

show at Oshkosh, not to mention a common sight all over

Wisconsin year round. Mike has over 19,000 hours of flight experience
and does tailwheel instruction in the type. He’ll speak about the
history of the Birddog, and weather permitting, have his plane out on
the ramp!

February 2026 — “When preflights go wrong” Mike Mecha, a
CFI/CFII/MEI/A&P (and former FAA employee) has been a frequent guest at
recent meetings and will give us a useful safety presentation on some of the
wild things he’s seen in his career, as well as tell the personal tale of what
may be the very worst thing that can happen on your very first XC solo flight!

March 2026 — Our very own Bob Christie will speak about his family
connection with Wisconsin’s own Ace of Aces, Richard Bong!

April 2026 — “Flying the F-4 in SE Asia” Col. Steve Ladd
(https://phantomtowarthog.com/) devoted 28 years of his life to flying
fighters in the USAF across 4 different decades of the Cold War. His memoir,
“From F-4 Phantom to A-10 Warthog” is a must-read for anyone interested in
the culture of the endangered species known as the ‘fighter pilot’. He’ll join
us remotely from his home in Bristol, England to talk about the first part of
his career flying what has been called the greatest combat aircraft in history,
the mighty F-4 Phantom!
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by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

The very first US pilot to see the Japanese attack would later become a WASP.

Cornelia Clark Fort was a flight instructor on Oahu who was teaching takeoffs and landings
to a student in an Interstate Cadet on December 7, 1941, when Fort saw a military airplane
on a collision course and swiftly grabbed the controls from her student to pull up over the
oncoming aircraft. It was then she saw the rising sun insignia on the wings.

She quickly landed at John Rodgers airport near the mouth of
Pearl Harbor. A pursuing Zero strafed her plane and the runway
as she and her student ran for cover.

The experience changed her forever, later becoming the second
member of what was to be the Women Airforce Service Pilots or
WASP.

December 7th, marks the anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a sobering
reminder of the devastation of war that led to the formal entry of the United States into
World War Il.

Fort remarked of her service, "I, for one, am profoundly grateful that my one talent, my only knowledge, flying, happens to
be of use to my country when it is needed. That’s all the luck | ever hope to have.”

We had a blast at our 2025 Holiday Banquet!

Join us next year!!!

Holiday Banquet DINNER 2026 Survey

NOTE: In 2026 Thanksgiving is 11/26 & our Dec. Wing Meeting is on 12/12

We need your input on dates: Email or text your top THREE DATES for 2026
CAF WI WING Holiday BUFFET DINNER:
262-490-0330 or candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Choices are:
Thursday 12/3 - Friday 12/4 - Saturday 12/5 -Sunday 12/6 -Monday 12/7
Friday 12/11 or Sat. 12/12 (Day of wing meeting)
2027 Thursday Jan 7th Friday Jan. 8th - Saturday Jan. 9th Sunday Jan. 10th
Also: Any Location Ideas?

Let us know if you'd like to be on committee and assist Evon, our events officer!!!


mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
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2025 Blanket size is 51”7 x 62”
Deep Navy-Blue velour front
with a white ultra soft reverse
side with a deep zippered
corner pocket. Each year will
be changed each year on the
blanket.

My mom, Mary Jane Payne &
| designed this blanket for our
15t Holiday Banquet & it was
COMMEMORATIVE the raffle in 2024. Mary Jane

AIR FORCE

donated the blanket.

The 2024 lucky winner: Col Kathy Ziarniak
Order your Blanket! For every blanket sold $20 goes to CAF WI WING

Pre- Pay 580.00 if interested please text or call 262-490-0330.

Mail check to: Col Candy Lee Parr, PO Box 702, Pewaukee, WI 53029
or text me for Venmo info. Thank you for your support!
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DUT OF THIS WORLD ~

& 4 &

Jan. 24th 2026
Waukesha JanBoree
at Waukesha Airport

10am-2pm
& 4 &

SAVE THE DATE !!! Pistons & Props 2026 in Janesville

Friday, Aug. 28t > 4-8 PM Saturday, Aug. 29t > 9 AM -4 PM Sunday, August 30" > 9 AM —4 PM

— Main schedule:
iTi * Friday (evening): Veterans Night community program (veterans admitted free),
‘_(—,—é\—)_' meet-the-performers, evening activities such as fire works, hot air balloons, aircraft
display and rides etc.
* Saturday & Sunday (daytime): Show days with same activities as friday such as
PISTONS AND PROPS aircraft displays/rides and family programming Airshow window: 1:00-3:00
PM both Saturday and Sunday

We are once again expanding our kids area- which will run Saturday and Sunday from 9AM - 1PM.

Details to come at..... https://pistonsprops.com/

. & NEW MEMBERS!!!
*)

Sam Todd Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski

H N\ Dr. Arthur Angove Joshua Cargille Andrew Cloyd

f Bren Nimke
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First Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts: Flight nurse. Innovator. Hero.
Republished by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

"The plane went down with 24 wounded soldiers aboard. She had one lifejacket
tube and 19 hours to keep them all alive."

November 9, 1943. A C-47 medical evacuation aircraft lifted off from Bougainville
in the South Pacific, carrying 24 wounded American soldiers desperate to reach
proper medical care. At the controls: an experienced Army Air Forces crew. In the
cargo bay: 1st Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts, a 24-year-old flight nurse from
California, responsible for keeping every one of those men alive during the flight.
Then everything went wrong. Mechanical failure. The engines sputtered and died.
The pilot fought for control as the aircraft plummeted toward the ocean below. "The plane went down with 24 wounded
There was no time to think, no time to prepare—only seconds before impact. RBCSERBER RO IS Ot S T San

tube and 19 hours to keep them all
alive."

The C-47 crashed into the Pacific. Miraculously, the plane stayed afloat. But they

were stranded in hostile waters, miles from any rescue, with no way to call for help. Some patients were unconscious.
Others screamed in pain. Equipment was destroyed. Medical supplies scattered or ruined by seawater. And one soldier was
dying. His throat had been severed in the crash—his trachea damaged so severely he couldn't breathe on his own. Blood
filled his airway. Without immediate intervention, he had minutes to live. Maybe less. Lieutenant Roberts had no surgical
equipment. No oxygen. No ventilator. The closest hospital was hours away—if rescue even came at all. She looked around
desperately for anything, anything that might work. Then she saw her lifejacket.

In a moment of pure instinct and brilliance, she grabbed the inflation tube—the small rubber hose used to manually inflate
the vest—and carefully inserted it into the wounded soldier's damaged airway. It worked. She had created a makeshift
breathing tube from a piece of emergency equipment, holding it steady, monitoring his breathing, refusing to let go. For
nineteen hours, she maintained that improvised airway while floating in the Pacific Ocean, surrounded by wounded men
who depended on her completely. Nineteen hours of holding that tube. Nineteen hours of checking pulses, reassuring
terrified patients, treating wounds with whatever supplies remained. Nineteen hours of refusing to give up.

When the rescue finally arrived, Lieutenant Roberts kept her promise. "I had 24 boys in my care when we took off," she
later recalled with quiet determination, "and | was determined to have 24 when we were rescued." And she did. Every
single one survived.

Her actions that day weren't just medically brilliant—they were an act of pure, unwavering courage. But for Lieutenant
Roberts, this was simply what flight nurses did. They adapted. They improvised. They refused to lose a single patient, no
matter the circumstances.

Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts became the first woman ever to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross—one of America's
highest military honors for heroism in flight. The award recognized not just that November day, but months of dangerous
evacuation missions where she'd saved countless lives under fire.

Yet her story, like those of thousands of other military nurses in World War Il, remained largely unknown for decades.
These women flew into combat zones. They worked in makeshift hospitals under bombardment. They held dying soldiers'
hands and wrote final letters home. They performed surgery in tents during air raids. They evacuated the wounded from
battlefields while enemy fire tore through their aircraft.
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First Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts: Flight nurse. Innovator. Hero.
(cont’d from previous page)

More than 59,000 American nurses served during World War Il. Sixteen were killed by enemy fire. Hundreds were
decorated for bravery. And countless soldiers owed their lives to these women who served with extraordinary courage in
one of history's darkest moments.

Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts didn't have advanced technology or perfect conditions. She had a rubber tube, nineteen
hours, and an unbreakable promise to bring every one of her boys home alive.

Sometimes heroism isn't about having all the answers. It's about refusing to accept that someone under your care will die—
and finding a way, any way, to keep them breathing.

One lifejacket tube. Twenty-four lives saved. One unforgettable promise kept. That's the power of a nurse who refuses to
give up. That's the courage of the women who fought World War Il in their own way—one patient, one moment, one
impossible situation at a time. First Lieutenant Mary Louise Roberts. Flight nurse. Innovator. Hero.

The woman who proved that sometimes, the difference between life and death is someone who simply won't let you go.

Did you know that Paul Newman was a TBF/TBM Avenger crewman in WWII?
Republished by Col Candy Lee Parr, WI Wing Leader

Newman enlisted in the US Navy in 1943, initially aiming to become a pilot
through the Navy V-12 program at Yale. However, vision and math
capability challenges disqualified him from flight school, and he was
reassigned to become a radioman and rear gunner. Aviation Radioman
Third Class Newman went on to serve in the Pacific, qualifying as a turret
gunner on Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo bombers. He was stationed in
Hawaii, training pilots and aircrew members, and later assigned to the
aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill (CV-17) shortly before the Battle of Okinawa.

In a fateful turn, Newman and his crew were grounded because the pilot of
his aircraft developed an ear infection. This seemingly minor event may
have saved his

life, as a kamikaze attack on Bunker Hill shortly afterward claimed hundreds of lives, including members of his squadron.
This experience left a lasting impact on Newman, who would go on to quietly honor the memory of his fellow servicemen
throughout his life.

Newman'’s service earned him several commendations, including the Combat Action Ribbon and Combat Aircrew Wings,
before his discharge in 1946. The experience not only shaped his views on humility and luck but also influenced his
philanthropic efforts for veterans and children’s camps later in life.
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Heartstrings! Why we do we do what we do.... By Cols Candy Lee Parr & Mike Woods

o

From an email by Candy Parr dated 11-7-25:

Last Fall 2024 - Mike Woods took up two in our T-34 the same day.

My mom, Mary Jane, won a ride at the Christmas Banquet 2023 that Mike donated.

We celebrated her retirement after 33 years in the US Coast Guard Auxiliary in Jan. 2024 & | was able to pin
her last ribbon on. 20 days before her 83 birthday .....She flew in the T-34 on October 3, 2024, and 4
months later she had a massive stroke and would never be able to get up in the T-34 again.

In 2023 for her birthday, | had her on a Harley Trike in the Apostle Islands with my HOG chapter.

The same day Allan USAF Veteran flew with Mike.

His daughter always wanted him to fly in a warbird. | met her boating and
started to tell them about CAF. Later his daughter mailed us a check and
was so grateful.

Gone West- Allan passed away this week at
age 76. His daughter and | talked today about
how happy he was after the ride and so glad
they did not put it off.

Tell the stories....meet more vets......you never

know....... next year may not come for some.

All the best Allan Spencer, Allan Spencer with CAF WI Wing
ey ’ USAF Vietnam Veteran Co-Pilot Col Mike Woods

8/30/1949-11/5/2025
Mike Woods follow-up & reflection dated 11-8-25:

Giving rides in our planes is one of the most rewarding and fun things | have done in flying. Many years ago
| gave a ride in our PT-26 to one of our church friends. He wanted to bid on a ride that | had donated to our
church raffle, but the amount went higher than he wanted to donate. Later a woman called and wondered
if she could somehow get a ride for her dad, which she said she would be happy to pay for it. When | asked
her who her dad was, she told me, and | said not an issue, since | knew her dad and there was no need to
pay. The ride went very well and | let him fly once at a safe altitude. He enjoyed it so much and he said his
brother was a pilot and he always wanted to learn to fly, but life got in the way. | am not sure if | have ever
given a ride that the passenger enjoyed more, but his smile and the several times he said thank you said it
all. Sometime later | was on the wing of our PT waiting to get fuel and my phone rang. It was from one of
our other church members who told me that our mutual friend just died very unexpectedly. | really think
that the phone call was directed to me from our former friend while | was on the wing of the PT, and it was
his way to give me his final thank you and he was now able to fly with his own set of wings.
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Veterans Day Flyover — Thanks you! by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Well done everyone! That's our MISSION! THANK YOU all!
Thank you, Joan for keeping us on track!
Thank you Mike Z., Steve S., & Jeremy for planning the flyovers and finding the opportunities to carry out our mission.

And thank you Eric & Jeremy and or those trained on formation flying to train other pilots with SAFETY FIRST! Very cool of
you all to pass on your talents!

Veterans Day Flyover Narrative

Presented by the Wisconsin Wing of the Commemorative Air Force and The Red Star Squadron

Today’s flyover is courtesy of the Wisconsin Wing of the Commemorative Air Force and The Red Star Squadron, based at
Waukesha County Airport, Crites Field. The mission of the Commemorative Air Force is to educate, inspire, and honor
through flight and living history experiences. To learn more, visit cafwi.org.

The aircraft today are flying in a four-ship diamond formation, with two additional aircraft flying as outriggers and two
more as stingers in trail.

The Diamond Formation......

Lead Aircraft
A 1979 Nanchang CJ-6A Chinese trainer, flown and owned by Captain Jeremy Keyes. Jeremy is a highly experienced
professional aviator and currently serves as a 747 Captain for Kalitta Air, flying cargo worldwide. Before joining
Kalitta, he had a distinguished career in the Air National Guard, serving as a KC-135R pilot and flying special
operations missions in the EC-130.

Right Wing
A Yak-52, built in 1983 by Aerostar in Romania and originally used by the Lithuanian Air Force for training. Powered
by a 360-horsepower, nine-cylinder Vedeneyev M-14P radial engine, the Yak-52 is flown today by Grant, a Red Stars
and Crimson Squadron member. Grant organizes and runs the Waukegan Airshow, flies solo aerobatics for fun, and
promotes aviation safety through his work developing aftermarket flight instruments that measure airflow over the
wing.

Left Wing
An RV-8, a popular two-seat, tandem, low-wing homebuilt aircraft known for its aerobatic ability, speed, and agility.
This aircraft is flown by Perky, from Green Bay, a retired Optimist pilot and lead-qualified member of both the RV
formation group and the Red Star Crimson Squadron.

Slot Position
A Yak-50, a Russian single-seat military trainer designed by the Yakovlev Aircraft Company for aerobatic and
formation flying. This aircraft traces its lineage directly to Soviet fighters of World War Il. It is flown by Dr. Stan
Markus, a local surgeon and member of the Red Stars Wing. Stan always dreamed of flying; when he’s not in the
cockpit, you might find him playing guitar at his wife’s coffee shop in Waukesha.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__cafwi.org_%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DzkDFDRrVwULSXanOHeqpaLFu7LMieZZa5H3yWaFKQDU%26m%3DUiJlstL-bCV5vAnsFz8ocY665WpJT6RIh9YtpEzKvGLQvXi6CpU8OV0CDc7cG3Pu%26s%3DBkNryd8TzvU8Ven6R6ZCxxKEnQhNDi0wwucIiEwxicM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C25bba9c96f4a432e659508de25f0af04%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989912819036863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sfhk%2F9bz6mnUS5tbMBRIf%2F72jNN1aCPrLMMcXr2uWyY%3D&reserved=0
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Veterans Day Flyover — Thanks you! (cont’d from previous page)

Following the Diamond Formation......

North American SNJ-5
This 1943 World War |l veteran is the Navy’s version of the famous AT-6 “Texan,” known by the British as the
“Harvard.” It was the advanced trainer flown by fighter pilots before moving on to aircraft such as the P-51
Mustang, P-40 Warhawk, and Corsair. The Navy used the SNJ for both pilot and gunnery training, and this particular
SNJ is equipped with a Browning ANM2 .30-caliber rear “flex gun.”

It is flown today by Scott Twesme, a Southwest Airlines pilot and retired U.S. Air Force A-10 pilot.

SNJ-5C
The “C” designates a tailhook-equippedvariant used for carrier qualifications. These aircraft operated from two
training carriers based at Chicago’s Navy Pier during World War Il, conducting carrier landings on Lake Michigan —
safely beyond the reach of enemy submarines.
This SNJ-5C is flown by Jim Nikodemis, a seven-year Air Force veteran. Jim served in Operation Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, flying 33 combat missions over Iraq as part of an EF-111 squadron deployed early in the conflict. He
returned home in May 1991.

TBM Avenger

The Grumman TBM Avenger was the Navy’s go-to torpedo bomber during World War II. This powerful aircraft
measures 40 feet long, with a 54-foot wingspan, and carried a crew of three: pilot, turret gunner, and
radioman/bombardier. Powered by a Wright 2600-cubic-inch, 1,900-horsepower engine, the Avenger could reach
speeds of up to 365 miles per hour while carrying torpedoes, bombs, or depth charges — plus three Browning .50
caliber machine guns.

Our 41st President, George H. W. Bush, flew this type of aircraft in combat at the age of 20.
Today’s Avenger, placed into service in July 1945, is flown by Steve Sorge of Eagle, Wisconsin.

T-34 Mentor
Produced in 1953, the Beechcraft T-34 Mentor served as the U.S. Air Force’s primary trainer from 1955 to 1963.
This aircraft is flown by Mike Blatseas of Appleton, a 12-year pilot and proud member of the Commemorative Air
Force for the same length of time.

Closing

The pilots flying today’s mission volunteer their time and personally cover the fuel and maintenance costs required to keep
these historic aircraft flying.

You can help support the mission of the Commemorative Air Force through donations or by joining the CAF Wisconsin
Wing. All members are commissioned as Colonels and contribute in many ways to preserving these living pieces of history.

To learn more or become involved, speak with any CAF member here today or visit cafwi.org.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__cafwi.org_%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DzkDFDRrVwULSXanOHeqpaLFu7LMieZZa5H3yWaFKQDU%26m%3DUiJlstL-bCV5vAnsFz8ocY665WpJT6RIh9YtpEzKvGLQvXi6CpU8OV0CDc7cG3Pu%26s%3DBkNryd8TzvU8Ven6R6ZCxxKEnQhNDi0wwucIiEwxicM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C25bba9c96f4a432e659508de25f0af04%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989912819043582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3PlJSQOlgVjiIZ6kNbIdpWsj7wTnlteTqVJBZ5VkjxI%3D&reserved=0
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WI Wing Staff
Position Person Contact Info.
Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330 / candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640 / gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702 / cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101 / srtzen@gmail.com
Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487 / mikewwoods@gmail.com
Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476 / bauere25@gmail.com
Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532 / ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer:

Bryan Thornton

608-354-4786 / thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer:

*** Open *** This could be you!

Education Officer:

Tom Leunig

262-327-8805 / tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer:

Michael Guslick

262-203-6049 / haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636 / mfd4401@yahoo.com
Events Officer: **% Open *** This could be you!
Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034 / liddle.brian@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600 / brad.ohde@outlook.com
PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965 / ed.pleva@gmail.com
Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049 / joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998

Waukesha, W1 53187-1998

www.cafwi.org

Calendar — Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities. Joan Doble,
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator, has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:
e CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
*  WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.
Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!
Event Title Start Date & Time End Date & Time Location

Wing Meeting, Elections & Food Drive/Santa! |12/13/2025 10:30AM 12/13/2025 KUES Terminal
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