
Hello WI Wing & Friends!

We are getting closer to the Flying season! It’s exciting 
to have TWO 2- Day events this year already booked 
that will prove to be a BIG way to get our CAF Wisconsin 
Wing a household name!  Last month is a quieter month 
for us as both aircraft are in for their annual and 
upgrades!  And it looks like no major items! Yahoo! 

In January I attended 8 events/meetings/networking 
tasks and will be in Dallas at HQ for the Annual CAF 
Conference Feb. 27 to March 2nd –My 3rd time. If you have never been, it is a great time to 
meet other WINGS, Colonels with like-minded passion, exchange stories and laughter, learn 
more about roles in breakout sessions that you could serve in the future, tour the Nose Art 
Museum & sometimes the archive room is open too.

Any ideas for any Wing Guest Speakers!  Please give Col Michael Guslick (Membership Officer) 
any ideas!  March 2025 Guest Speaker will be Lauren Sherrick, Pilot & the State of Wisconsin 
Enterprise Program Chief based in Madison, WI (In charge of the State of WI 19 aircraft, 13 
pilots & 4 mechanics)  The first female Program Chief in WI ! 

See you at our Next Wing meeting this week on 2/8 at 
10:30 AM with Guest Speaker Steve Sorge (article inside) 
and next month on 3/8! 

Task at hand: We are working hard to kick off a 
Thriving Rides Program In 2025.

Onward and upward! 
Col Candy Lee Parr
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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing
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12 Planes of Christmas by Col Mike Woods, Operations Officer – CAF WI Wing

When we started our participation in the CAF Headquarters 12 Planes of Christmas fund 
raising program for our T-34, we were hoping to raise sufficient funds for a built-in intercom, 
and perhaps a new nav/com radio.  The original intercom did not always work well, and the 
portable one was not convenient to use, especially if adjustments needed to be made in 
flight.  Also, one of our nav/coms was starting act up at times.  Many of our members were 
very generous and two of them said they would go together  to match funds up to $3,000.  I 
also sent the information on the program to Col Jim Fanning,  who now lives in Florida.  Jim 
has been very generous in the past in supporting our PT-26 and SNJ.  Jim responded 
immediately with an exceptionally generous donation and offered to contribute more if 
needed.  Since our program was doing very well due to the hard work of Col Mike Doble, we 
eventually increased or goal to $12,500, which would allow us to do all the avionics updates 
to make the plane much better for our anticipated rides program this summer.

Previously I had John Leidel, who is our resident master model builder, get a T-34 kit and he made it look exactly like our T-
34.  I asked John if he would have the time to do another one to give to Jim Fanning as a way to say thank you for his 
generosity.  The problem was that was early December and I was driving to Florida on January 1st.  John came thru and I 
picked the plane up in time and we carefully carried it in our car to Florida.  My wife, Joyce, and I and our two 20 year old 
grandkids set up a lunch with Jim and his fiancé, Kathy, and presented the model and his sponsor plaque for the  T-34, as 
well as his sponsor plagues for our PT-26 and SNJ.  Jim was very thankful and again offered to donate more if needed for us 
to reach our $12,500 goal. I told Jim what we needed, and he said we would see that donation in a couple of weeks. Jim said 
he may drive to Wisconsin this summer, so we will be in touch to ensure that if he does head our way, we can give Jim and 
Kathy a very warm Wisconsin Wing welcome  and take them up for a beautiful ride in our planes.  

============

Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 2

Wisconsin Wing News



Ground Support training being offered by the Dallas HQ - B29/B24 Squadron 
by Col Gary Otto, Executive Officer – CAF WI Wing

CAF Wisconsin Wing Members: 

This is a new message sent out Friday, January 31st from the Training Officer of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) B29/B24 
Squadron Group, based in Dallas, TX. For those who would like to get involved in supporting several of the only remaining B-
29 and B-24 aircraft flying in the world, “Fifi,” and “Diamond Lil” are US National Treasures. 

Maybe you thought it might be impossible to do?  Please see the message below. This is for the upcoming National Heritage 
AirPower Tour commencing in the Spring of 2025. You can “pick up” the aircraft while on the tour and does not require you 
to live in Dallas. This is a non-flying position and requires training and the best safety practices in supporting very big radial 
engine aircraft. Please contact me or the CAF B29/B24 Squadron at: www.commemorativeairforce.org for any questions.  
There are membership fees and yearly dues required to participate.

Thank you, 

Steven White, 
CAF Wisconsin Wing & B29/24 Squadron (COL #52504)
Mobile: (920) 969-8407

“We at the B29/B24 Squadron are establishing a new "certification" -- GROUND CREW.

The purpose of this position is to allow folks that want to go out on tour but for whatever reason do not want to 
serve as a flight crew (pilot or scanner) or work the ride desk.

This position will be exactly what is sounds like -- ground operations:

• Helping set up /take down
• Aircraft tours
• Long Line – This position is the person at the front of the aircraft and coordinates engine starts and 

watches for any anomaly associated with starting bid radial engines. 
• Fire Guard
• Passenger briefings 
• Aircraft Marshalling (large and small)
• etc. etc

You will be a full (and vital) member of the Touring Team.

============

Thank you to January 2025 Guest Speaker Paul S. Cianciolo, USAF Major – ret.
by Col Candy Parr, Wing Leader – CAF WI Wing
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Many Thanks to our January Speaker – 
Paul S Cianciolo USAF Major ret. Served 

on Air Force One & during 9-11 In D.C. and 
is now an FAA magazine editor.



New February Presentation – Col Steve Sorge by Col Tom Leunig, Education Officer – CAF WI Wing

Due to a scheduling conflict, we have moved Paul Maloy’s presentation on the 
Battle of Britain to later in the year.   We are honored to have Col Steve Sorge 
present on his TBM Avenger USN torpedo bomber.  Steve will discuss his
ownership of this historic aircraft, it’s service in WW-II, his background in 

Warbirds, and the annual TBM Reunion Peru, IL.   
This will be an exciting presentation you won’t 
want to miss. 

*** Sat., Feb. 8th, 2025 ***

10:30AM KUES Terminal (Conference Room)

============

March 2025 Guest Speaker:  Lauren Sherrick,  State of WI Enterprise Program Chief
by Col Candy Parr, Wing Leader – CAF WI Wing

Come and meet Lauren Sherrick the State of WI Enterprise Program Chief based in Madison, WI!
Lauren is in charge of the State of Wisconsin’s fleet of 19 aircraft, 13 pilots & 4 mechanics!
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Our 3rd Annual at the Waukesha Co. Airport JanBoree Open House  
by Col Candy Parr, Wing Leader – CAF WI Wing  &  Gary Otto, Executive Officer - CAF WI Wing

The kids had fun with a coloring contest, writing post cards to our Veterans and learning about buckling up a 5-point 
harness! Later that night the Disney movie “Planes” played in the Spring City hangar!  Thank you to all our volunteers! 
It is all about our youth!  
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Our preflight harness training seat 
was a hit with the kids! 

Thank you, George Bacik, for donating the 

cool helmet to use! 
The smiles say it all! 

Many THANKS to James 

Imaging Systems in Brookfield 

for donating the crayons! 

Family Time! 

Our future aviators & military heroes!



Our 3rd Annual at the Waukesha Co. Airport JanBoree Open House (cont’d from previous page) 

============

Winners of the CAF Coloring contest hosted by JanBoree Waukesha County Airport! 

Holden Grade 4K - Sydney Grade 3 - Kitra Grade 4 – Christian Grade 5
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Candy’s granddaughter, Capri got to try 
the freeze-dried Astronaut ice cream! 

Thank you to James Imaging Systems of Brookfield, WI for sponsoring this Children's  vent and donating the crayons! 

Kids education activities were a big hit 
at the CAF JanBoree booth!!! 
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NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White

Nick Krahn Kevin O’Connor

============

Operations Report (for January 2025) by Col Mike Woods,  WI Wing Operations Officer

You can tell that winter has started in Wisconsin since in December, our SNJ had 1 flight for .3 hours, and there were no 
flights in January according to Rally point.  Our T-34 had 4 flights in December for 2.4 hours, and January had 1 flight for 
.5 hours.  Nick, our T-34 mechanic, with the help of Mike Doble, and perhaps others are doing the annual inspection on 
the T-34, while the SNJ is having its annual done at East Troy by Sam Tarbor, who is an expert on Warbirds.  Nick and 
Mike will fly the T-34 to Champaign Illinois to get the final inspection for the engine STC, and then have the FAA do their 
inspection and sign off.  Unfortunately, since CAF HQ is in the Dallas FSDO area, they want us to fly the plane to Dallas to 
get this done.  Perhaps we can talk HQ into letting us get the final FAA inspection done in Milwaukee.

On January 25 we had our mandatory Crew Resource Management (CRM) ground school, which was done by the 
Indianapolis Wing, and we attended via Zoom.  They sent us the recording so anyone who missed the meeting can 
attend that way.  We had a few hours of videos to watch ahead of time and then listened to speakers to fill in the 
balance of time.  All pilots, when they do their annual check ride, will also need to spend one hour with their instructor 
to review their planes operating info.

We are planning on having our mandatory T-34 ground school on February 15, which will also be Zoom.  Gary Otto will 
set up a Zoom link so all can attend from the comfort of their home, and I can attend from Florida.  A date has not been 
set yet for the SNJ, but it will be sometime in March.

We have prospective pilots for both planes, but not too many are interested in kicking the tires in the winter, but we are 
hoping that once Spring is upon us that we can add a few more pilots to our active pilot/sponsor roster.

============

Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! 

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025:
• February: Speaker – CAF WI Wing Col Steve Sorge
• March: Speaker - Lauren Sherrick State of WI Enterprise Program 

  Chief based in Madison, WI (In charge of 19 aircraft, 13 pilots & 4 mechanics)
• April: Speaker - Maj. Dan Jackson Air Force Special Operations AC-208 Combat Caravan Pilot
• May: Speaker – Christine Westrich Marine F/A-18A Hornet TBD
• June: Speaker TBD
• July: EAA month!!!
• August: Speaker TBD & Picnic

……and MORE TO COME!!!
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:   
• CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha every Saturday 8:00 AM !!!

============

Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bryan Thornton

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff
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