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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing

Happy New Year WI Wing & Friends!
We had a lot of new events come to life to carry out our mission to Educate, Inspire & Honor 

in 2024! Thank you to all that volunteered and supported our efforts.
December went flying by with our Holiday Banquet, Wing & Staff meeting, Wing Elections & our 
First Annual Santa food pantry collection all held in the first 14 days! Along with the 12 Planes 

of Christmas 2024 campaign that you can still donate to our T-34! 
https://fundrazr.com/Mentor_2024?ref=ab_8CYLak9GCUN8CYLak9GCUN

Congratulations to Col Mike Doble, elected as our new Finance Officer, Col Bryan 
Thorton our new Public Information Officer & Col Dave Cook who was elected to the 
128 ARW Community Council Board of Directors and will serve as the Event 
Coordinator. Working with other like-minded groups can help us all fulfill our missions. 

A quote from a book that I am reading by Dan Jacobsen “All of us are living links” can be used 
for all of us here at the CAF.  We carry the message-the LINK- to honor the history of the 
“greatest generation” so that it lives thru sharing the stories & providing an experience of our 
flying museum! You can all play a part!  One event a year or every other month? Would you?  I 
am looking forward to my 1st full 2-year term & what 2025 will bring to our WI WING! 

Save the Dates: January 11 and 18th!      See Details inside!

2025 WI WING Goals for 10-10-100-25
10: T-34 Sponsor Pilots (at 6 with 2 on deck)
10: SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilots (at 3 with 3 on deck)
100: Wing Members with 30% ongoing active to carry 
           out our Mission (at 66)
With a Thriving Rides Program In 2025

         Onward and upward! Col Candy Lee Parr
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January 11, 2025, Guest Speaker Paul Cianciolo, USAF Major ret. Via zoom from Virginia

Paul Cianciolo is a technical writer-editor at the Federal Aviation Administration, serving as a 
civil servant since 2012. He is an associate editor of the FAA Safety Briefing magazine, the safety 
policy voice of non-commercial general aviation. He is the general aviation social media lead and 
a subject matter expert in digital marketing, where he focuses on safety outreach aimed at 
rotorcraft pilots and safe air charter operations. Cianciolo is also
an Air Force veteran. While on active duty, he was a security
forces defender protecting VIP aircraft, including aboard Air 
Force One. His interest in the Air Force started when he joined 
Civil Air Patrol as a cadet in 1996 at Waukesha County Airport/
Crites Field in Wisconsin. He still volunteers with CAP today. 

After separating from the military, Cianciolo worked as a defense contractor in management 
analysis, intelligence, and public affairs for the Defense Intelligence Agency and the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis before joining 
the FAA.

============

Paul Maloy is our February Guest Speaker! by Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

We have a great guest speaker lined up for the February Wing meeting.  Paul Maloy, the Director of Education for the EAA in 
Oshkosh, will be joining us.  Paul oversees the multimillion-dollar Youth Education Center and its programs such as 
AeroEducate and Air Academy.  Paul was an officer in the USAF, spent 18 years in hi-tech product marketing, and 16 years as a 
teacher.  We have all heard the famous Winston Churchill quote “Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so 
many to so few”.  Paul’s topic will be The Boys Who Saved the World-The Battle of Britain.  Paul has done extensive research 
on this topic, and you can be assured it will be very interesting.  Hope to see everyone at the February Wing Meeting.

============

Thank you to all who came out to support our 1st Annual Santa & the Food Pantry! 
Congratulations Liz Tobolt, the Winner of the Warbird Ride Drawing!

Coloring Contest Winners were Jet Hofeldt, Lana Davies & Capri Maurice! 
Special Thank You to James Imaging Systems- Brookfield WI for donating the crayons! 
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128 ARW Community Council Lunch  by Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

On December 13, 2024, a holiday luncheon was held at the historic 
Wisconsin Club downtown on Wisconsin Avenue.  This beautiful facility 
was built in 1898 as the home of Alexander Mitchell.  He was the 
grandfather of General Billy Mitchell of aviation fame.

Several CAF Wisconsin Wing Colonels are members of the Community 
Council and were in attendance; Dave Cook, George Crawford, Ed Pleva,
and Tom Leunig.  There was an address by Colonel Charles Merkel, 
Commander of the 128th and a presentation on the events of 2024.  
The main topic was the decision by the USAF not to station the new 
KC-46 Pegasus with the 128th.  The 128th will continue to support the
ten KC-135 Stratotanker’s based in Milwaukee.

Colonel Merkel was invited and accepted the invitation to be a guest speaker at a CAF Wisconsin Wing monthly meeting in the 
Fall of 2025.  He graduated from Marquette University and became a Marine pilot  flying the F/A-18 Hornet and flew off 
aircraft carriers in deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan.  He then transitioned to the USAF,  flew F-16’s and became Deputy 
Commander of the 115th Fighter Wing in Madison.  He initiated the conversion to the F-35 then joined the 
128 ARW and started flying the KC-135.  This will be a great presentation.  

Special honors to Col Dave Cook who was elected to the 
128 ARW Community Council Board of Directors and will
serve as the Event Coordinator.

If you would like more information on the 128 ARW Community 
Council, you can find it here: 

https://128thcommunitycouncil.com/about/

============

December 14th meeting recap:  Col Dennis Schell

Many thanks to WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor pilot, Col Dennis Schell, for speaking about his US Air Force experiences 
as an F-15E Weapon Systems Officer serving in the illustrious “Chiefs” - 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing. Prior to 
his military service, Dennis worked as a control systems engineer, and these days uses his love of technology as a patent 
attorney for his solo law firm, Innovation Law Office, which serves startup and mature businesses throughout the US and 
overseas!

https://128thcommunitycouncil.com/about/
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*****Airport Open House***** Saturday, January 18, 2025, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Waukesha County Airport, 2525 Aviation Dr. | Waukesha 53188

Learn about airplanes, flying, becoming a pilot, getting into the aviation industry and 
more. Multiple aeronautical organizations will be participating. Hands-on activities will 

be provided, and all aviation enthusiasts are welcome!

Come on out and see our CAF WI WING tables at KUES on January 18th 
10 AM to 2 PM!

Write a postcard to a veteran and enter the Snowman Pilot color K- 8th 
contest!

*****Disney's Movie Planes***** Saturday, January 18, 2025, at 6 pm
Spring City Aviation Jet Center, 2421 Aviation Dr. | Waukesha 53188

Event details can be found on the Waukesha Airport website and Facebook page, 
please share with others: 

https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/Airport/airportevents/

Waukesha Airport Facebook Event

https://www.janboree.org/

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.waukeshacounty.gov_Airport_airportevents_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zkDFDRrVwULSXanOHeqpaLFu7LMieZZa5H3yWaFKQDU&m=7ouvMufhRqCZpHNY0eKYEyqkBPnXmS4w967ZnOJoA57pXqLYWU3kP-_hJcjQMEjt&s=0deG9tHhl7-Ek8-eJK2Gta7zjUSgBm590ELOPI3mT7U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_events_434928862934138_-3Facontext-3D-257B-2522event-5Faction-5Fhistory-2522-253A-255b-257B-2522surface-2522-253A-2522external-5Fsearch-5Fengine-2522-257D-252C-257B-2522mechanism-2522-253A-2522attachment-2522-252C-2522surface-2522-253A-2522newsfeed-2522-257D-255d-252C-2522ref-5Fnotif-5Ftype-2522-253Anull-257D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zkDFDRrVwULSXanOHeqpaLFu7LMieZZa5H3yWaFKQDU&m=7ouvMufhRqCZpHNY0eKYEyqkBPnXmS4w967ZnOJoA57pXqLYWU3kP-_hJcjQMEjt&s=7bFJjvsz_0UDws7KnjQcIoj0P8SFSub4H8d4qD05dvo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.janboree.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zkDFDRrVwULSXanOHeqpaLFu7LMieZZa5H3yWaFKQDU&m=7ouvMufhRqCZpHNY0eKYEyqkBPnXmS4w967ZnOJoA57pXqLYWU3kP-_hJcjQMEjt&s=6nI1wYGZFPh4vpNffyto5YLbKwhoZgEDHYrnkzaBCjM&e=
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NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White

Nick Krahn

============

Maintenance Report – January 2025  by Col Scott Twesme,  WI Wing Maintenance Officer

• T-34: T-34 flying and still working on standard category paperwork. 
  Weather has been too bad to get final sign off from Jud Nogle. 

• SNJ-5: In shop for annual!
============

Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! 

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025:
• January: Speaker – Maj. Paul S Cianciolo USAF ret. Air Force One /
 9-11 Pentagon survivor… FAA magazine editor.  ZOOM from DC
• February: Speaker - Paul Maloy (EAA Education VP)
• March: Speaker - Lauren Sherrick State of WI Enterprise Program 

  Chief based in Madison, WI (In charge of 19 aircraft, 13 pilots & 4 mechanics)
• April: Speaker - Maj. Dan Jackson Air Force Special Operations AC-208 Combat Caravan Pilot
• May: Speaker – Christine Westrich Marine F/A-18A Hornet TBD
• June: Speaker TBD
• July: EAA month!!!
• August: Speaker TBD & Picnic

……and MORE TO COME!!!

============

An intro and a few updates from our new WI Wing Finance Officer Col Mike Doble:

I'm excited to take on the position of finance officer for the WI Wing! I'm hoping that we can continue to build a solid financial 
foundation for the wing through continuing to grow our sponsor pilot group, ground support sponsors, and good will within 
the community that will drive donations.

12 Planes of Christmas update: To date we've raised over $10,000 for our Mentor. Our goal is $12,500 to complete 
the radio retrofit and to complete the work to have the aircraft in standard category. The wing's help in raising awareness 
through outreach has been tremendous. I'm confident that by the time you're reading this we'll have raised the entire amount 
of our goal of $12,500!

Standard Category work for the Mentor:          We are still waiting on final inspection of the work done by Nick Krahn by Jud 
Nogle. The complicating factor is cooperative weather to get our day VFR aircraft down to Champaign for the inspection. We 
have had to cancel twice now. I'm confident that we can get it down in the next few weeks and make our application to the 
FAA for the change in registration. This will allow our rides program to move forward.
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:   CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha every Saturday 8:00 AM !!!

Date Event Name Location Time PX Booth
Education 

Table
T-34A SNJ-5

1-11-25 Wisconsin Wing Meeting – Guest 
Speaker Paul Cianciolo, USAF Major 
ret.  via zoom from Virginia

Waukesha Airport – Terminal

1-18-25 Jan-Boree & Airport Open House
10am-2pm

Waukesha Airport – Terminal

2-8-25 Wisconsin Wing Meeting – Guest 
Speaker Paul Maloy, Director of 
Education – EAA Oshkosh  

Waukesha Airport – Terminal

Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bryant Thornton

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

cafwi.org
https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
mailto:cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
mailto:srtzen@gmail.com
mailto:mikewwoods@gmail.com
mailto:bauere25@gmail.com
mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
mailto:haveblue@haveblue.org
mailto:mfd4401@yahoo.com
mailto:liddle.brian@yahoo.com
mailto:brad.ohde@outlook.com
mailto:ed.pleva@gmail.com
mailto:joan@exploriumbrew.com
http://www.cafwi.org/
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