
Happy New Year! 2026 will be very exciting for the Wisconsin Wing! Drumroll…
We had our elections and after a few years we now have a FULL staff! Congratulations to new staff 
members: Col Steve White Operations Officer, Col Jeremy Keyes Safety Officer and Col Mike 
Woods moved to Development Officer! And Col Evon Celander has been appointed to Events 
Officer. A big thank you to Col Evan Bauer (outgoing Safety Officer, Mike Woods (outgoing Ops 
Officer) & Barb Lepinski (outgoing Events Officer) for their volunteer time! It is much appreciated! 

Congratulations to Col(s) Tom Leunig & Ed Pleva who were elected to the 128th Air Refueling Wing 
Community Council Board! Our collaboration with the 128th ARW will only help us both bring our 
missions to the public. Big thank you to Cadets Preston Fimiano (Crew Lead) and Bobby Gibson 
have volunteered for taking care of snow removal at both our hangers.  Thank you, Col(s) Mike & 
Kathy Ziarniak for digging us out before the holiday banquet! 

The 2025 Holiday banquet was enjoyed by many!  (Photos to come)
Our 2nd annual food pantry drive with Santa was a BIG hit on a sub-zero day with over 50 kids!  And 
they broke their record from the prior year with our help with over 700 # of food collected! A shout 
out to Atlantic FBO for a big contribution! (Photos to come)

We will be concentrating on Safety during these winter months.  Developing Pilot safety plan for our 
WI Wing in addition to our HQ guidelines. We had a nationwide stand down dues to 5 incidents in 6 
weeks 4Q2025. (none in WI) for example Fatigue Protocol. With Col(s) White and Keyes now on 
staff both having careers in safety (civilian & military) we are blessed to have them on our team. This 
will also be for ground safety for our Rides Program Summer 2026 under the guidance of Col Mike 
Ziarniak. (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED) 

Our 4th Annual Waukesha JanBoree (indoors) at the Waukesha 
County Airport is January 24th from 10 AM to 2 PM.  We need 
VOLUNTEERS. Contact Col Tom Leunig to sign up.
Let’s take our WING to the next level in 2026! Volunteering once a 
QUARTER would be a big help! You can join CAF and not have to 

come to monthly meetings, just keep 
spreading the word of our mission, stop in 
for a Food Truck Friday, attend the August 
picnic or Holiday Party, donate a raffle prize!
Find more pilots! We will have EIGHT T-34 & 
FIVE SNJ-5 sponsor pilots shortly! Looking for 
TEN on each aircraft!   
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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader
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December 2025 Wing Presentation Recap!  by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

Huge thanks to our very own member and SNJ sponsor pilot Kevin O’Connor for his talk!  Kevin spoke on the development of 
the AV-8B Harrier II as well as his time as a Marine Corps pilot of this magnificent aircraft.  Everything from aerodynamics to 
weaponry was touched on in this outstanding presentation.  It was so good that someone tipped off Chris Henry about it, and 
there’s a possibility that Kevin may be an upcoming presenter at the EAA Museum’s speaker series!

============

CAF Youth Interaction & Protection Program 2026  by Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing Education Officer

It is the responsibility of the Education Officer to ensure all volunteers that are within arms reach of youth comply with the 
Youth Protection and Interaction Policy.  The Wisconsin Wing has 24 Colonels who are current in their requirements.  You can 
initiate, check, or renew your compliance by going to → https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection . 

This will take you to the Sterling 
Volunteer Dashboard.  You will click 
on “Volunteers” to access your 
individual information.  You will 
automatically receive a renewal 
email when you are close to expiration.
I have contacted all current WI Wing 
Colonels who are “expired” with 
instruction on getting current.  If you 
have any questions or need assistance, 
please contact me.  I would be glad 
to assist you.

https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
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Meet Your CAF WI Wing Events Officer!  by Col Evon Celander, CAF WI Wing Events Officer

Hello! To those of you who don’t know me, my name is Evon Celander. I do not fly but am an 
aviation enthusiast and know many people that do fly.  Fortunately, I have gained a wealth of 
knowledge from those individuals which I’m truly thankful for. You may know me from attending 
the CAF Wisconsin Wing functions and meetings, volunteering at EAA AirVenture, or around the 
hanger. Just to help, I’ll give a short summary about me, since I am now, officially, a WI Wing 
member! 

I am a Chicago native and currently reside in the northern Illinois suburbs, nearly in Wisconsin! 
My background is in construction management and sales (ski/snowboard equipment and 
apparel). After over 12 years in construction, I left the industry to be a full-time mom of one son. 
That led me to my next career, The Room Parent, parent volunteer and PTA member. I 
thoroughly enjoyed that chapter, It lasted as long as it could (over 10 years). Though it’s come to 
my attention, that sophomore boys do not enjoy seeing their mom at lunch. 

However, after lots of talk with Candy and other members, I’m happy to give my time, skills and experience to help the CAF as 
the new Events Officer in to helping in fundraising, Mr. Mike Woods, where and when I can in his new role. Thanks for your 
time. See you around the hangar! 

============

128th Air Refueling Wing Community Council  by Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing Education Officer

The 128th ARW of the WI Air National Guard Community Council held their annual Christmas luncheon in December at the 
historic Wisconsin Club.   Two Commemorative Air Force- WI Wing Colonels were elected to the board.  Col Ed Pleva and Col 
Thomas Leunig join Col Dave Cook on the board.  The newest CAF Colonels on the Community Council are Bob Kuenzi and 
Michael Guslick.  In addition, Col Candy Parr and Col George Crawford are also members.   The meeting featured a recap of 
2025 by Colonel Charles Merkel, Commander of the 128th ARW.   The highlights for 2025 included a Spring tanker tour, MMAC 
“Bosslift” refueling flight, 128th Open House, AirVenture, and the Milwaukee Air & Water Show with VIP Reception.  The vision 
of the Community Council is “Encourage greater awareness and mutual support of the military, business, and civic 
communities through engagement and education”.  The 128th operates ten KC-135R Stratotankers at Mitchell International 
Airport.  If you are interested in learning more about participating in Milwaukee’s Hometown Air Force, the Brew City Tankers, 
check this out → https://communitycouncil.com/about/ 

https://communitycouncil.com/about/


Upcoming CAF WI Wing Presentations          by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

January 2026 – Mike Weinfurter’s bright orange 
O-1 Birddog is a regular performer during the Warbirds 
show at Oshkosh, not to mention a common sight all over 
Wisconsin year round.  Mike has over 19,000 hours of flight experience 
and does tailwheel instruction in the type.  He’ll speak about the history 
of the Birddog, and weather permitting, have his plane out on the ramp!

February 2026 – “When preflights go wrong” Mike Mecha, a CFI/CFII/MEI/A&P 
(and former FAA employee) has been a frequent guest at recent meetings and 
will give us a useful safety presentation on some of the wild things he’s seen in 
his career, as well as tell the personal tale of what may be the very worst thing 
that can happen on your very first XC solo flight!

March 2026 – Our very own Bob Christie will speak about his family 
connection with Wisconsin’s own Ace of Aces, Richard Bong!

April 2026 – “Flying the F-4 in SE Asia” Col. Steve Ladd 
(https://phantomtowarthog.com/) devoted 28 years of his life to flying fighters in 
the USAF across 4 different decades of the Cold War.  His memoir, “From F-4 
Phantom to A-10 Warthog” is a must-read for anyone interested in the culture of 
the endangered species known as the ‘fighter pilot’.  He’ll join us remotely from 
his home in Bristol, England to talk about the first part of his career flying what 
has been called the greatest combat aircraft in history, the mighty F-4 Phantom!

May 2026 – Paul Walter’s T-28 Trojan is one of the many warbirds we are 
privileged to have on the grounds at KUES.  Not only is it one of the most 
beautiful Trojans in the skies, given its centennial paint scheme, but it is 
a combat veteran with a couple of patched over bullet holes if you know 
where to look!  Paul is not only a generous benefactor of the excellent 
Aviation Heritage Center of Wisconsin at the Sheboygan airport, but an 
accomplished airshow performer as part of the 6-ship ‘Trojan Thunder’ 
display team.  He’ll talk about the magnificent T-28, the last of the big 
radial engined trainers.
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NEW MEMBERS!!!

Sam Todd Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski

Dr. Arthur Angove Joshua Cargille Andrew Cloyd

Bren Nimke Evon Celander Spencer Anderson 

 
Jan. 24th, 2026

Waukesha JanBoree 
at Waukesha Airport

10am-2pm 

SAVE THE DATE !!!       Pistons & Props 2026  in Janesville

Friday, Aug. 28th →  4-8 PM Saturday,  Aug. 29th →  9 AM – 4 PM                Sunday, August 30th →  9 AM – 4 PM

Main schedule:
• Friday (evening): Veterans Night community program (veterans admitted free), 

meet-the-performers, evening activities such as fire works, hot air balloons, aircraft 
display and rides etc. 

• Saturday & Sunday (daytime): Show days with same activities as friday such as 
aircraft displays/rides and family programming  Airshow window: 1:00–3:00 
PM both Saturday and Sunday

We are once again expanding our kids area- which will run Saturday and Sunday from 9AM - 1PM.  

Details to come at….. https://pistonsprops.com/

============

============

https://pistonsprops.com/


Willa Beatrice Brown                 by Col Candy Lee Parr,  CAF WI Wing Leader

Willa Beatrice Brown did not just learn to fly.  She built the systems that taught others how.

Born in 1906, Brown became the first Black woman to earn a pilot’s license in the United 
States in 1937, at a time when most flight schools refused Black students and military 
aviation remained closed to Black women.  Here’s the loophole she found:   While the 
military controlled who could fly, it did not control who could be licensed as a civilian.

Brown realized that civilian pilot licenses were the gateway. So instead of waiting for 
permission, she focused on civil aviation — where credentials still counted.

She co-founded flight schools that trained Black pilots when few opportunities existed, 
helping create the civilian training pipeline that would later support the Tuskegee Airmen. 
She understood that aviation power did not begin in the cockpit, but in education, 
credentials, and infrastructure.

Did you know:
➢ She was the first Black woman officer in the Civil Air Patrol
➢ She trained instructors, not just pilots, multiplying her impact
➢ She lobbied Congress and federal agencies to integrate aviation programs
➢ She flew civilian training aircraft such as the Piper Cub, the same planes used to prepare early American pilots

Military cockpits were closed to her. So, she built the runway anyway.

Historical note: Bessie Coleman became the first Black woman to earn a pilot’s license in 1921, training in France because no 
U.S. flight school would admit her. Brown later became the first licensed within the U.S. system and built the training 
infrastructure that followed.    History isn’t one name. It’s a lineage.

============

Paying Respect - Wsiewolod J Jakimiuk  by Col Eric Whyte

Paris is known as the final resting place of many famous artists. Today on a Paris layover I found the grave of Wsiewolod J 
Jakimiuk. That name is probably not familiar to most of you but should be. He was an aeronautical engineer who created some 
amazing aircraft. 

Born in Poland in 1902, he worked for the Polish Aircraft Company PZL, where he designed the P-1. When WWII broke out he 
was injured on the first day of hostilities when the Luftwaffe bombed the PZL factory. Following his injury he was evacuated to 
France and later made his way to the UK where he went to work for the DeHavilland Company.  At DH he worked on several 
obscure projects including designing an all wood wing for the Harvard/AT-6 and the instillation of a Menasco engine in a Tiger 
Moth. Eventually he was tasked with setting up mosquito production in Canada.  

When WWII ended, so did Mosquito production. So DeHavilland was faced with needing new aircraft to produce to keep the 
company in business. The first was the DHC-1 “Chipmunk”. Renowned for its phenomenal handling qualities, the Chipmunk has 
been called the “Stradivarius of Control Harmony”.  The other was a brutish bush plane designed to tame the Canadian and 
Alaskan wilderness.  Both aircraft were exceptionally successful. Today the DHC-2 Beaver is practically the Alaska State Bird.  
After developing the Chippie and Beaver. He was sent back to England where he worked on the Sea Vixen.  Eventually he was 
recruited to France where he worked on a number of aircraft including the somewhat weird SE-5000. Weird in that it was the 
only jet built without landing gear.  
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Paying Respect - Wsiewolod J Jakimiuk  (cont’d from previous change)

As he neared retirement, his final project would be part of the development team that designed and built the magnificent 
Concorde. Wsiewolod Jakimiuk passed away in 1991 at age 89. As a chipmunk pilot and life long admirer of Concorde I 
stopped by to pay respects to this “aeronautical artist” you probably never heard of…

============

Gene Kelly    by Col Candy Lee Parr,  CAF WI Wing Leader

Gene Kelly is remembered as one of the most influential figures in American film 
musicals, reshaping screen dance through athletic movement, narrative 
integration, and cinematic realism. During WWII, though, he served as a 
commissioned officer in the United States Navy and applied his creative talents to 
the production of official Navy training films, one of which made a lasting impact 
on mental health.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on August 23, 1912, Kelly was already an 
established Broadway and Hollywood performer when the United States entered 
the war. His studio, MGM, requested a draft deferment early in the conflict, but 
he was reclassified as eligible in late 1944 and chose to enter the U.S. Navy. He 

was commissioned as a lieutenant junior grade and assigned to the U.S. Naval Photographic Center in Anacostia. The facility 
operated under the Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics and was responsible for producing training, instructional, and 
documentary films used by the Naval Air Training Command and throughout the fleet. 

As part of the Navy’s photographic and film division, Kelly worked alongside civilian and military filmmakers, writers, and 
medical consultants to create films intended for officer education, medical training, and operational instruction. His duties 
included writing, directing, acting, and narrative development, marking his first sustained experience working behind the 
camera, which would influence his post-war entertainment career.

Kelly’s most significant wartime contribution was the 1945 Navy training film Combat Fatigue Irritability, which he wrote, 
directed, and starred in. The film was designed to educate Navy personnel and medical staff about the psychological effects 
of combat stress. In the film, Kelly portrays a sailor traumatized after surviving the sinking of his ship, depicting symptoms of 
irritability, emotional instability, and impaired judgment. The narrative emphasizes proper diagnosis, treatment, and 
recovery, reflecting an early institutional effort to address what would later be recognized as post-traumatic stress disorder, 
or PTSD. The National Library of Medicine preserves the film to this day.

Kelly was honorably discharged in 1946, though he remained in the Naval Reserve on inactive status until 1954. Returning to 
Hollywood, he entered the most influential phase of his career, applying skills sharpened during his Navy service to films 
such as On the Town, An American in Paris, and Singin’ in the Rain. He later acknowledged that his wartime work in Navy 
film production deepened his understanding of filmmaking and expanded his creative ambitions as a director and 
choreographer.

Gene Kelly died on February 2, 1996, in Beverly Hills, California, at the age of 83, following complications from a stroke. His 
wartime service stands as a distinctive example of how artistic talent was mobilized during World War II, contributing 
directly to military training, medical education, and the well-being of servicemen.

What is your favorite Gene Kelly movie?
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Steve White 920-969-8407   /  steve.white787@outlook.com

Safety Officer: Jeremy Keyes 614-535-6296   /  jkeyes01@msn.com

Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532  /  ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer: Bryan Thornton 608-354-4786  /  thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: Evon Celander 312-399-1440   /  EvonCAFWWevents@gmail.com

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing Mailing Address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing,  P.O. Box 1998,  Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

Calendar – Upcoming Events
Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin Wing activities.  Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over 
Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:     https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:   
• CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!

Event Title Date(s) & Time Location

WI Wing Meeting 1/10/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

4th Annual Waukesha Co. Airport JanBoree 1/24/26, 10AM – 2PM KUES

WI Wing Meeting 2/14/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing Meeting 3/14/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing Meeting 4/11/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing Spring FUNDRAISING BANQUET 4/18/26,  *** TBD *** *** TBD ***

WI Wing Meeting 5/9/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing Meeting 6/13/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

***  NO Wing Meeting (EAA!) *** 7/11/26

EAA 7/20-7/26/26 KOSH1

WI Wing Meeting & PICNIC 8/8/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

Pistons & Props 8/28-8/30/26,  <4-8PM, 9-4PM, 9-4PM> Janesville

WI Wing Meeting 9/12/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

1st Annual Wings & Wheels 9/20/26, *** TBD *** KUES

WI Wing Meeting 10/10/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing Meeting 11/14/26, 10:30AM KUES Terminal

WI Wing HOLIDAY BANQUET 12/5 or 12/6/26. *** TBD *** *** TBD ***

WI Wing Meeting, Elections  & Food Drive/Santa! 12/12/2026  10:30AM KUES Terminal

mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
mailto:cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
mailto:srtzen@gmail.com
mailto:steve.white787@outlook.com
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mailto:jkeyes01@msn.com
mailto:jkeyes01@msn.com
mailto:ziarniakm@gmail.com
mailto:thornton302@yahoo.com
mailto:mikewwoods@gmail.com
mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
mailto:haveblue@haveblue.org
mailto:mfd4401@yahoo.com
mailto:EvonCAFWWevents@gmail.com
mailto:EvonCAFWWevents@gmail.com
mailto:liddle.brian@yahoo.com
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http://www.cafwi.org/
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