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From the Rally Point by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing

Call to Action!

:: We need volunteers for: August WING Picnic Planning/Set-up assist Events Officer
L Rides Program — Pilot Advisor 1 on 1 for Cadet in CAF Pilot Scholarship-Additional
8 SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilots - Guest Speakers for last Quarter of the 2025- More WI Wing
members.
o
I Save the Date: August 9" Wing Picnic Meeting
) Keynote Speaker: Col. Charles Merkel Commander of the 128th Refueling
Ll g Wing honoring our WI Wing veterans of the 128th ARW and more....
(a'el E June Military Anniversaries
= D-Day (June 6, 1944) * Flag Day (June 14) * U.S. Army 250th Birthday (June 14)
Q
Anniversary of the start of Korean War (June 25, 1950)
LL v
S Korean War Veterans Armistice Day (June 27, 1953)
oc < National PTSD Awareness Day (June 27, 2025)
< _'QJ U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday (June 23)
o
;‘I g D-Day 6th of June 1944
—_ 0
= W
< o
oc ~ Inside this issue:
O S . Upon the 6th of June From the Rally Point 1
E : Remember them with pride Education Update; Guest
O Men from many nations Speaker: Col Mary Berg —
LIJ e~ Fighting together side by side ¢ DHBey, iz iR Ty 2-3
) Gl - . of Normandy, June 6, 1944”;
Let us never forget
E ‘U) : ; l\"‘ P L_L Les Braves Il
S i\lvl,ul hr.ll\u\ and IML”,“LL WI Wing News & Mission "
C may have our irecdaom Reports a
E But they paid the price S S b
o Report, New Members;
O : Safety Letter — National 8-10
U Q Pause for General Aviation

Safety; Event Flyers

Onward & upward, Events & Staff Listing 11-12

Col Candy Lee Parr


http://www.cafwi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing
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Education Update by Col Tom Leunig — WI Wing Education Officer

Kids Educational Zone at Pistons & Props in Janesville, Sat., July 19t
We will have a “Mini-PX” at the event and our SNJ and T-34 will be there.

Old Falls Village STEM Event
We are on target for our second STEM event to be held in conjunction with WW-II Days at OId Falls Village Park in
Menomonee Falls. This STEM will be held on Friday, June 13t from 9 AM - Noon. The PX will be at WW-II Days on
Saturday and Sunday.

CAF Dispatch
Keep your eyes open! The STEAM event in Janesville will be going into a future CAF Dispatch - Education Edition
magazine.

Food Truck Friday and PX
We had a great turnout for the first Food Truck Friday held on Friday, May 30t. It was one of the best attended FTF
events ever according to KUES staff!. The WI Wing is the sponsor and featured aviation group on August 8. Col Mike
Woods and Col Tom Leunig have covered the fee for the Wl Wing CAF. On the last Food Truck Friday slated for
August 29t we are the featured non-profit and get a portion of the proceeds!

Youth in Aviation Task Force
| attended the monthly meeting on June 2. We continue to promote Wisconsin Aerospace Crew on Instagram to
promote and build awareness. New Beginnings Aerospace Ministry will have a food truck trailer at Food Truck Friday
on June 27t and August 22", A scholarship program is being developed. The Waukesha Airport is hosting 200 Girl
Scouts on August 8t for a campout. They will be at Food Truck Friday!

WI Wing Membership Meeting

You are invited to the CAF WI Wing meeting on
Sat., June 14th, 2025

10:30 AM Central Time 2>
Waukesha Airport Terminal Conf. Room
(Airport Drive, Waukesha)

Speaker: Col Mary Berg — “D-Day, the
Allied invasion of Normandy, June 6, 1944”

WI Wing’s very own Col Mary Berg just returned from Normandy,
France and will be our guest speaker.

See you at EAA next month!!!
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Les Braves |l Submitted by Col Candy Lee Parr, WI Wing Leader
“The eyes of the world are upon you.” - General Dwight D. Eisenhower, June 6, 1944

Les Braves II: At Water’s Edge was dedicated on the grounds of The War Memorial Association on May 25, 2023. The 50-foot-
wide and 25-foot-tall sculpture is the official world-wide twin of Les Braves in Normandy, France, originally created for the 60th
anniversary of the D-Day invasion and sculpted by French artist Anilore Banon.

The first sculpture, located in the Vierville-sur-Mer on Omaha Beach, has the same three stainless steel wings and towers which
stand proudly as a lasting tribute to the western Allies that landed on Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944 during World War Il. Drawn
by our mission, Banon was delighted to recreate her significant sculpture in an American location, intentionally solidifying the
connection between the two nations who fought and died together in World War II.

Les Braves Il consists of three thematic elements:
The Wings of Hope

So that the spirit which carried these men on June 6, 1944 continues to inspire us, reminding us that together it is
always possible to change the future.

Rise, Freedom!
So that the example of those who rose against barbarity, helps us remain standing strong against all forms of
inhumanity.

The Wings of Fraternity
So that this surge of brotherhood always reminds us of our responsibility towards others as well as ourselves.

Read more.... https://www.warmemorial.org/lesbraves

Credit to original author.



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warmemorial.org%2Flesbraves&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2e32d66e987e4f8e9d9808dda7b8196f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638851131326034162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uMIG4Xn85tP%2BTkQNCfJQfkCxBt9RkOJ0pP0QwDZ5gzo%3D&reserved=0
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Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! @ .’c_: H E C K@

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025:

* June:
e July:
* August:

Mission Reports

Sunday, May 4th >

Saturday, May 10t >

Speaker: Col Mary Berg: “D-Day, the Allied invasion of Normandy, took place on June 6, 1944”
EAA month!!!

Col Charles Merkel of 128th Refueling Wing for W1 Wing Picnic and honoring our veterans of the
128th ARW

...... and MORE TO COME!!!

by Col Mike Ziarniak, WI Wing Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead

Fly Over, House of Heilemans, Big Cedar Lake, West Bend

Charity event that donates proceeds to Honor Flight organization). Representing CAD WI Wing were
Col Steve Sorge in the Stearman, Col Mike Ziarniak in the Navion, & Col Bob Kuenzi on the ground.
Est. attendance 200-300 people. The House of Heilemans has been hosting this fundraising event for
a couple of years now. Targeted time over the event was 2:00, wind gusts put us a little behind at
2:00:11.

Editors note: Comments from Col Bob Kuenzi regarding the House of Heileman event................

"Good afternoon Steve & Michael. Together we raised 58,000 in Donations for SSHF! Great event as
now (16) more Veterans will take their Honor Flight! Thanks to both of you again for the great flyby!
Have a good afternoon. -Bob"

Training for Rides Program and Ground Crew, KUES Terminal & SNJ Hangar

Col Mike Ziarniak Hosted for assorted volunteers in attendance to provide necessary training to
volunteers for Rides and Ground crew functions. 12 people in attendance. Presentation was
provided as an overview to the Rides Program, the functions of ground crew to support these events,
safety measures, ramp and crowd awareness, marshalling, guest interactions, and hands on aircraft
familiarization.

Volunteers went to the SNJ hangar and Mike Doble generously taxied the T-34 over as well. General
aircraft awareness and passenger briefings were performed. Several other volunteers were not able
to attend so there will be another training set for a later date.

Monday, May 26t (Memorial Day) = Fly Over and Ground Attendance, Waterford/Rochester

Col Mike Ziarniak flew in & attended this annual festival to gather, share stories, and to honor those
who gave all. Estimated attendance was ~700. The Bunker is a active American Legion Post, as well
as a bar/restaurant and a military museum. Outdoors static displays include M60 Vietnam era tank,

A7 Vietnam Corsair |l Fighter bomber, F-80 Korean War fighter, AH-64 Apache Helicopter, and many
artifacts. The inside is loaded with memorabilia and is a sight to see! Pilot and CAF friend Tim Meyer
helped on the ground. Targeted time over the event was 3:22 and actual was 3:22:04.
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Mission Report by Col Gary Otto, WI Wing Executive Officer

May 17th started at 4AM for the CAF honor flight escort crews. A beautiful morning with some gusty winds (luckily blowing

right down the runway) was the setting for the latest mission. Gerasimos (Mike) Blatseas piloted the T-34 with co-pilot Mike
Woods, and Gary Otto flew our SNJ-5 with our newest SNJ sponsor pilot in training, Kevin O’Connor.

The Southwest flight was full of veterans headed to Washington DC as an expression of thanks for their service, led by the
Stars and Stripes Honor Flight group. Our mission was to escort the plane from the terminal to the runway, take off, and fly

by the plane as a salute to each veteran on board. One more way that the CAF carries out its mission to Educate, inspire and
honor!! Mission Accomplished!!
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by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

We launched the 2025 Food Truck Friday season with a very successful PX and a large
turnout. There were lots of people and many children. We had the SNJ brought over
by Col Gary Otto and the T-34 taxied over by Col Mike Doble, plus Col Vic
Stottlemeyer brought his Harvard over. We were busy showing the aircraft to
attendees the whole time. The PX was staffed by Col Ed Pleva, Col George Crawford,
Col Larry McClellan, Col Glenn Leidel, and me. Be sure to come out to Waukesha
Airport for a great lunch experience.
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WI Wing CAF at Sentry North by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

On June 5%, CAF WI Wing Colonels Dave Cook, Ed Pleva, Candy Parr, and Tom Leunig had the honor to attend operation
Sentry North at Volk Field ANG Base. Sentry North is a military exercise featuring tactical level joint training focusing onthe
integration of 4th (F-16) and 5t (F-35) generation fighters against air defense systems in a realistic contested environment
scenario. The operation includes Air Force, Air National Guard, Army National Guard,
and Marine Corps personnel. Some of the aircraft participating include F-35A, F-35B,
F-16, A-10, MQ-9, C-130, and KC-135R. It uses Volk Field’s airspace and ranges with
aerial refueling over Lake Michigan. We were able to promote the Commemorative Air
Force and provide goodwill at this event.

S T VA T
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NEW MEMBERS!!!
Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano
3
b Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner
- Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White
Nick Krahn Kevin O’Connor Loren Marburg
Steve Cloyd Cadet Bobby Gibson Ethan O’Rourke
Cadet Matthew Morin Matt Thomas Sam Todd
Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski Dr. Arthur Angove

Maintenance Report (May 2025) by Col Scott Twesme, WI Wing Maintenance Officer

SNJ: Flying. No MX issues, just waiting on a good time to hook up new radio.

T-34: Flying. New audio panel going in this week, should fix most of the audio issues.
Oil change as well. Otherwise flying well.

Operations Report (May 2025) by Col Mike Woods — WI Wing Operations Officer

Flying season is upon us and both planes are flying, and pilots are getting their annual check rides done and the flying
calendar is starting to fill up. Steven Cloyd and Erick Chappelear Have received their transition letter so they can start their
check outs in theT-34, which will bring us to 8 T-34 pilots, and we have two more potential T-34 pilot sponsors. Steve Sorge
has come back as one of our SNJ pilots. We also have Kevin O’Connor who has been granted his pilot transition letter for the
SNJ. Unfortunately, we are having issues, as well as other Wings, getting a T-6 instructor with a working plane. Hopefully that
will be resolved soon. With Steve and Kevin the SNJ will have 5 pilots. We also have Loren Marburg signed up to be a SNJ
instructor pilot. He is out of Indiana but will come to Waukesha to fly with our SNJ pilots. He was working on taking his
instructor check ride with Laura Stants in Kokomo, but Laura’s T-6 is down for maintenance, but hopefully it will be flying
again soon.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING. If
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period, so they are adamant that this must be done.
Also remember to record your times after your flight.

We have a new Operations officer at HQ, TJ Cook. Bill Erwin will still be around, but he will work as backup and on special
projects as he is heading towards retirement. Bill will be missed as it was great to work with him.

Remember your yearly $300 insurance payment which is due one year from when it was last paid. You also must do your
annual 60-1 & -2 review and online test, and plane and CRM ground schools. If you need help with them, call Gary Otto or
me.

Happy flying and stay safe. Remember, none of our missions are mandatory, so if in doubt, don’t go. “I think | can make it”is
a sign to either cancel or wait until conditions improve.
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National pause for General Aviation safety - open letter to pilots from AOPA & CAF
by Col Evan Bauer, WI Wing Safety Officer

For safety we have a national pause for GA safety with the attached open letter to pilots from AOPA & CAF. Also found at
GAsafe.org. There's a quick digital badge for participation along with a safety quiz at the bottom and a brief video that's good
for all to participate. https://elearning.aopa.org/client/app.html#/quizzes/100225?embedded
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Dear Colonel:

Please accept this personal invitation to participate in the National Pause for General Awviation Safety!
TheCommﬁnonﬁveAirForce (CAF) has partmered with AOPA and 25 other aviation associations to
develop this effort, which is asking every GA pilot and anyone mterested in aviation safety to take justa
few minutes to reflect on safety to further dnve down the accident rate.

Participating 15 Very easy.
- Go 1o www.GAsafe org/CAF or scan the QR code below.

= Select the type of flying you enjoy.
- Review at least one of the many safety resources provided on that website.

You do not need to be a pilot to participate. There are dozens of resources available under “RAMP
OPERATIONS AND FUELING.” “WEATHER_” AND “HUMAN FACTORS/SAFETY CULTURE " in
additon to links to flying-related videos and courses.

The National Pause for GA Safety officially launched at SUN 'n FUN Aerospace Expo and will continue
through EAA AirVenmre Oshkosh. If interested, you can also eam FAA WINGS credit. Additional details
are provided on the website in the Open Letter to General Aviation Pilots.

I'm impressed with the excellent safety content presented by the AOPA at www.GAsafe org/CAF. Please
take a2 moment and check it out right now. I recommend that every CAF member take a few nunutes to
refocus on your safety preparedness by participating in the National Pause for General Aviation Safety.

Thank you,

o (b

John Lohmar

Director of Safety
Commemorative Air Force
jlohmaricathq.org

P.O. BOX 764767 DALLAS, TEXAS 75376 / [B77) 7677175 | (214) 3301700 /| WWW.COMMEMORATIVEAIRFORCE.ORG
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‘FRlDAYJULY]BTH 5PM 9%PM

« VETS FREE ADMISSIO!
* MOTORCYCLE SHOW
* HOT Al LLOONS OIIE 'I'!AM

ONE MISSION
TOGETHER

FAMILY FUN DAY

+ CAR/MOTORCYCLE SHOW
* AIRPLANES

* KIDS ACTIVITY CENTER

* EXOTIC CARS

¢ LIVE MUSIC

* FOOD & MORE!

E5 0 ]ANESVILLEﬁAREA

Convention & Visitors Bureau / NEW IN 2025
DISPLAY & RIDES!
E . AVIATION

Wiscorsin's breat Ouside

#PISTONSPROPS.COM

SOUTHERN WI REGIONAL AIRPORT - 1716 W. AIRPORT ROAD, JANESVILLE, WI

The southeasTern wi veTteran suicide prevenTtion
TasKforce presenTts

MUSIC IN THE 6
GARDEN

War Memorial Cente:

FREE
ENTRY TO
BEER GARDEN
LIVE MUSIC
& CAR SHOW

PARKING:
FREE WITH PURCHASE,

WAR
MEMORIAL

TUESDAY
JUNE 24TH

THURSDAY
JULY 17TH

THURSDAY
AUGUST 21ST = TN =

s ';',;;Z;m?s
. OSHI OSH\ 2

at EAA Chapter 1158, West Bend Airport
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Calendar — Upcoming Events

Wisconsin Wing News |

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities. Joan Doble,
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator, has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:
* CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
*  WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.
Event Title tart Date & Time End Date & Time Location
Food Truck Fridays 6/13/2025,11:00 AM 6/13/2025, 1:30 PM KUES Terminal
/Annual WWII Days 6/13/2025 6/15/2025 Old Falls Village Park, Menomonee Falls
Wing Meeting 6/14/2025, 10:30 AM 6/14/2025,12:30 PM KUES Terminal
Wings & Wheels 6/15/2025, 7:00 AM 6/15/2025, 4:00 PM Sheboygan County Memorial Airport
Sheboygan Fly-in
Food Truck Fridays 6/20/2025. 11:00 AM 6/20/2025, 1:30 PM KUES Terminal
EAA Air Camp 6/20/2025, 8:00 AM 6/20/2025, 10:00 AM KTEB - West Bend Airport
Honor Flight Escort 6/21/2025, 5:30 AM 6/21/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE
Food Truck Fridays 6/27/2025,11:00 AM 6/27/2025, 1:30 PM

DockHounds Flyover

7/1/2025

7/6/2025

1011 Blue Ribbon Cir N, Oconomowoc

EAA Mauston Fly-In Tentative

7/5/2025,9:00 AM

7/5/2025, 5:00 PM

Food Truck Fridays

7/11/2025,11:00 AM

7/11/2025, 1:30 PM

Food Truck Fridays

7/18/2025, 11:00 AM

7/18/2025, 1:30 PM

Pistons & Props: Veteran's Bike Night 7/18/2025 7/18/2025 Southern WI Regional Airport - Janesville
Pistons & Props 7/19/2025 7/19/2025
Waterstone Bank Air & Water Show 7/19/2025 7/20/2025 McKinley Park / Bradford Beach

EAA Air Venture

7/21/2025, 9:00 AM

7/27/2025, 5:00 PM

Oshkosh

Food Truck Fridays 8/1/2025,11:00 AM 8/1/2025,5:30 PM KUES Terminal

First Responder Training 8/7/2025, 1:00 PM 8/7/2025, 3:00 PM KUES North Ramp - Gold Hangar
Food Truck Fridays 8/8/2025,11:00 AM 8/8/2025,1:30 PM KUES Terminal

Wing Meeting 8/9/2025, 10:30 AM 8/9/2025,12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Food Truck Fridays 8/15/2025, 11:00 AM 8/15/2025, 1:30 PM KUES Terminal

Warbird RC Show in Fond du Lac. 8/16/2025 8/16/2025

Food Truck Fridays 8/22/2025,11:00 AM 8/22/2025, 13:30 PM KUES Terminal

Food Truck Fridays 8/29/2025, 11:00 AM 8/29/2025, 13:30 PM KUES Terminal

Honor Flight Escort

9/6/2025, 5:30 AM

9/6/2025, 8:30 AM

KMKE

Northern lllinois Airshow 9/6/2025 9/7/2025 \Waukegan National Airport
Wing Meeting 9/13/2025, 10:30 AM 9/13/2025,12:30 PM KUES Terminal

128th Air Refueling Wing Open House 9/13/2025 9/14/2025

Oconto Elks Fly-in / Wheels, Wings & Things 9/20/2025 9/20/2025

Honor Flight Escort 10/4/2025, 5:30 AM 10/4/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE

Wings & Wheels Burlington Fly-in 10/5/2025 10/5/2025 Burlington Airport

Wing Meeting 10/11/2025 10/11/2025 KUES Terminal

Wing Meeting 11/8/2025 11/8/2025 KUES Terminal

Wing Meeting 12/13/2025 12/13/2025 KUES Terminal
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WI Wing Staff
Position Person Contact Info.
Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330 / candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640 / gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702 / cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101 / srtzen@gmail.com
Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487 / mikewwoods@gmail.com
Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476 / bauere25@gmail.com
Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532 / ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer:

Bryan Thornton

608-354-4786 / thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer:

*** Open *** This could be you!

Education Officer:

Tom Leunig

262-327-8805 / tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer:

Michael Guslick

262-203-6049 / haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer:

John Leidel

414-651-7636 / mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer:

Barb Lepinski

414-550-1762 / blingblingbarb@gmail.com

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034 / liddle.brian@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600 / brad.ohde@outlook.com
PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965 / ed.pleva@gmail.com
Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049 / joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing

P.O. Box 1998

Waukesha, W1 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org
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