
WISCONSIN WING  2024 Highlights                                                              Col Candy Lee Parr 

We have approx. 70 Wing members, with two flying warbirds, with 9 sponsor pilots & 5 on deck for Spring 
2025 and proud to say a Wing with approximately $75,000 to meet future needs…with our rides program and 
other ideas in the works we can build our funds up even higher.

How did the Wisconsin Wing Educate, Inspire & Honor in 2024?

Warbird ride raffles at every Wing meeting! Warbird rides for many veterans! (Dr Arthur Angove USAF Veteran 
for his 91st birthday) and members. Honor flight escort missions! Memorial Gone West flyovers for veterans, like 
our T-34 Mentor memorial flyover for Henry Ratenski (Wing member & USAF Retired)-Last survivor of August 
1945 final and longest nonstop strategic bombing operation known as “The Last Mission” of WWII.

Building relationships with other organizations like the Brookfield Boy Scout troop, Women in Aviation, 
Waukesha County Youth in Aviation Task Force, 128th Air Refueling Wing of the Wisconsin Air National Guard 
and more….

Honoring members for flying achievements such as the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award to Gary Otto -
50 years as a pilot at our August wing picnic with over 100 guests.

First Annual Food Pantry Collection with Santa at our homebase airport at KUES.

New link to a Fly Over/Static display request form with a new coordinator position.

Our T-34 Mentor one of the 12 Planes Fundraiser – $10K Goal Exceeded to $14K
Our 1943 SNJ-5 now has a smoke system to enhance fly overs due to a fundraiser effort.

Major presence at over 10 Food Truck Fridays at the Waukesha County Airport. Both PX and aircraft.   Met 
hundreds of people and children and educated them in the CAF mission.

Our 2nd ANNUAL as a major presence at the Winter Waukesha 
County JanBoree at the Waukesha County Airport (KUES) Open House.

Attended most major SE Wisconsin events with our PX and aircraft. 
WW-II Days in Menomonee Falls, MVPA (Military Vehicle Preservation
Association) National Convention in Oshkosh, Burlington Piston 
& Props, Oconto Fly in, etc.

2025 WI WING Goals for 10-10-100-25

❖ 10: T-34 Sponsor Pilots (at 6 with 2 on deck) 
❖ 10: SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilots (at 3 with 3 on deck)
❖ 100: Wing Members with 30% ongoing active to carry out our
 Mission with a Thriving Rides Program in 2025!   
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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing
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March 2025 Guest Speaker:  Lauren Sherrick,  State of WI Enterprise Program Chief

Come and meet Lauren Sherrick,  State of WI Enterprise Program Chief based in Madison, WI!

Lauren is in charge of the State of Wisconsin’s fleet of 19 aircraft, 13 pilots & 4 mechanics!



WAUKESHA — The Waukesha County Airport Runway Safety 
Improvement project is in progress. Silvernail Road is within the 
designated Runway Safety Area and does not meet Federal Aviation 
Administration safety requirements, according to the project’s 
description.

The installation of FFA-owned navigational aids is in progress.

"These include a new equipment shelter and the relocation of two light 
towers for the Medium Intensity Approach Light System runway 
guidance system. Excavation of marsh soils and backfilling with 
aggregate subbase material for the road was completed within the 

marsh area this week. The subbase improvements create a stronger foundation for the road than the existing marsh soils," 
said a spokesperson from the Waukesha County Department of Public Works.

The DPW said there are some necessary tree removal that will be taking place the first week of March.

Installation of a watermain that will serve the businesses along Silvernail Road will be under construction for the next 
several weeks. The demolition of the financial building within the project area is slated for the month of March.

Always know what your neighbor knows with our newsletters, delivering the latest local news, sports, and breaking stories 
straight to your inbox!
 
"The construction engineer for the project stated they believe the project is off to a good start and the weather has been 
mostly favorable. The highway side of the project is on track for an on-time completion of Aug. 29. A 30-day road closure is 
scheduled to begin the week of July 14," the spokesperson said.

Waukesha County Airport is working in coordination with state and local agencies on a project that will relocate a portion of 
Silvernail Road to enable the airport to comply with Runway Safety Area (RSA) requirements of the FAA.

"RSAs are the areas surrounding each runway that are smoothly graded, and capable of supporting the passage of an 
aircraft in the event of a departure from the runway on takeoff or landing. Currently, Silvernail Road encroaches on the 
Runway 10 RSA by as much as 500 feet on the west, and Pewaukee Road encroaches on the Runway 28 RSA by as much as 
400 feet on the east, which clearly does not meet the standard. To resolve the problem, the airport has been working with 
its engineering consultant, state and county agencies to develop a solution that will bring the RSA into compliance and 
minimize impact on the neighborhood," according to the Waukesha County Public Works website.

In considering combinations of roadway and airfield modifications, a realignment of Silvernail Road, together with a 400-
foot westerly shift of Runway 10-28, has been identified as the best approach for the airport, the neighborhood and the 
environment.

"The relocation of Silvernail Road will have minimal impact on traffic surrounding the airport and no impact on airport 
operations," the website said.

*** Source:  Waukesha Country – The Freeman,  3/1/25 by Karen Pilarski of the Freeman Staff
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Waukesha County Airport Runway Safety Improvement project in progress
Project includes new equipment shelter, relocation of two light towers



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 4

Wisconsin Wing News

Mission Report - MARCH 2025  by Col Tom Leunig,  CAF WI Wing Education Officer

STEM Event in Janesville on Tuesday, April 29th.

We have been invited to participate in this event put on by the Pistons & Props group.  This will involve 300 8th grade students 
on a field trip to Janesville airport with about 20 exhibitors/presenters.  Our activity will be:

Planned STEM activity: AERODYNAMIC FLIGHT CONTROL SURFACES. Students will learn about aircraft aerodynamic devices 
that allow a pilot to control aircraft flight. This will include the three primary controls: ailerons, elevators, and rudder. We will 
demonstrate these using a large radio-controlled aircraft model (not flying) with actual control surface movement. This could 
be hands on. This will cover different flight attitudes and directional effects. In addition, we will have materials for aerospace 
careers including pilot, A & P mechanic, aeronautical engineering, astronaut, airlines, etc. There will be handouts for the 
students.

Volunteers: Michael Guslick, Bryan Thornton, & Tom Leunig from the CAF. Olivia Conklin, Aviation Education Program 
Manager for WisDOT Bureau of Aeronautics. 4 people.

============

Youth Protection Program Update  by Col Tom Leunig,  CAF WI Wing Education Officer

A reminder to all CAF WI Wing members.  The busy summer season is coming soon, and I want to remind all members who 
work with youth that the CAF requires you to have completed the CAF Youth Protection and Interaction Training, plus a 
Criminal History Background Check.  The training takes 15 minutes and there is no cost for you.  To complete this training go 
to the CAF website under Education and click on the Youth Interaction and Protection tab.  You can also follow this link: 

https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection

Thank you for doing your part to keep our young people safe as we Educate, Inspire, and Honor a new generation of aviation 
enthusiasts.

Here are the Wisconsin Wing members who are currently active in the CAF YPP data base; Bruce Benson, Michael Helleman, 
Tracy Hunter, Jeremy Keyes, Kathy Laabs, Glenn Leidel, John Leidel, Tom Leunig, Brian Liddle, Michael Moynihan, Gary Otto, 
Candy Parr, Ed Pleva, John Schroeder, Steve Sorge, Tracy Sorge, Scott Twesme, Robert Vajgrt, and Michael Woods.

You will receive an email renewal invitation when you get close to expiration.  If your name is not on the list above, you may 
be expired and you can follow the directions above to go on and renew.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me.

============

Education & Membership Report by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

Now that we are beginning to thaw and a return to daylight saving time is coming fast, we can look forward to warm 
weather, sunny skies, and outdoor events once again!  Outreach is a core mission of the CAF, and that includes youth - 
without young people, our organization and aviation itself will not have a future.  It's up to all of us to ensure that we engage 
with interested youth, and that includes our own cadets.  As CAF cadets, we hope you chat with your friends about your 
interests in aviation and military aviation history - invite them to an aviation event such as a Young Eagles gathering or even 
one of our own CAF meetings if they have an interest in military aviation.  For the rest of us who skew a bit older on the age 
spectrum, our youth engagement is just as important, but we need to be aware of current realities and ensure that we are 
protecting ourselves as well as our youth.

https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
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Gone West by Col Gary Otto, CAF WI Wing Executive Officer

Lifetime Col David Bhend asked me to share this with the WI Wing:

"Col Christina Bhend, Col #22882, Life #2632 passed away February 17th.  She fought 
an incurable brain cancer for 21 months when most people with her cancer don't see 12 
months.  Chris was proud to be involved with the CAF and the Wisconsin Wing.  We 

had dreamed of being more involved with the Wing and were looking to move to the Fond du Lac area after her retirement 
but unfortunately two weeks after she retired from the medical lab, she developed symptoms and was diagnosed with brain 
cancer.  Chris and I flew the giant scale radio control aircraft together at the warbird events but there was always a special 
enthusiasm for the full-scale aircraft.  We wish we could have been more involved.
She now carries all her many CAF memories on her "Flight West" and I will keep 
mine until I can be reunited with her.  I will resume my search to move to the 
Fond du Lac area alone and hope that I may be more frequently involved with the 
WI Wing.“

Long time WI Wing members will remember that David and Chris were expert 
model and RC plane builders and flyers, having built large scale models of each of 
our wing aircraft and bringing them all the way from their home in Chippewa Falls, 
WI to share them with all our WI Wing members. I responded back to David on 
behalf of their many friends at the WI Wing:

"My heart goes out to you with news of your tragic loss of Christina.  With 
the distance between us we didn’t see you both very often, but when we
did, they were the most interesting and enjoyable encounters! You both 
embodied the spirit of CAF to Educate, Inspire and Honor. Christina will be
missed by so many. Those 21 months of battling the cancer must have 
been bitter-sweet, since you still had time together while knowing what
was coming. Take it a day at a time and stay strong. We will honor and 
remember her with a Gone West acknowledgment in our newsletter and
during our annual wing picnic/open house "missing man” memorial flyover
for wing members and family who have Gone West this past year. The 
memorial flyover will most likely be May 10th, June 14th or Aug 9th, (July 
is too busy with AirVenture). Plans for the 2025 season are taking shape 
now and arranging this memorial flight will be a priority for the WI Wing. 
Watch the newsletter for details."

Above:  David and Chris Bhend exhibiting their newly 
completed detailed model of our PT-26 at our March 15, 
2014 Wing hangar meeting and luncheon

Education & Membership Report (cont’d from previous page)

For all of our members, if you will be volunteering at any event where youth are in attendance, it is required that you be 
current in the CAF's Youth protection program.  Fortunately, enrollment is quick, easy, and free.  You simply need to watch a 
short video, take a quick quiz, and then apply for a criminal background check via Sterling Volunteers.  If you are familiar 
with EAA's Young Eagles program, the process is the same (but enrollment in one does not cover the other).  To enroll in the 
CAF's Youth Protection Program, follow this link:  https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection

============

https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection


Gone West by Col Candy Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

David Hamilton, World War II Pathfinder Pilot, Gone West at 102

(January 9, 2025) - David Hamilton, a decorated World War II Pathfinder pilot, and 
American hero passed away on January 5, 2025, at the age of 102. Known for his 
bravery and exceptional service during some of the most pivotal moments of World

War II, Hamilton’s legacy is a testament to courage, innovation, and dedication to his country.

Born on July 20, 1922, Hamilton enlisted in the Army Air Force on December 8, 1941, 
the day after the attack on Pearl Harbor. He trained as a C-47 pilot and was assigned to
the 436th Troop Carrier Group of the 9th Air Force, stationed at Bottesford Base in 
England. Hamilton went on to join the elite Pathfinder Unit, a group of specially trained
pilots and aircrews responsible for navigating and marking drop zones ahead of airborne
operations.

During World War II, Hamilton flew in multiple historic missions:

• June 1944:                D-Day, Normandy, France – where he dropped pathfinder paratroopers to establish landing 
                    zones for the main invasion force.
• August 1944:            Operation Dragoon in Southern France.
• September 1944:     Operation Market Garden in Holland, completing five missions.
• December 1944:      He led C-47s to deliver vital supplies to the 101st Airborne Division surrounded at Bastogne 
                    during the Battle of the Bulge.

Hamilton’s post-war contributions were equally remarkable. He briefly separated from the military in 1945 but returned to 
active duty during the Korean War, flying 51 missions in RB-26 aircraft. His efforts earned him the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
five additional Air Medals, and two Presidential Unit Citations. He also played a role in developing the Sidewinder missile and 
contributed to intelligence analysis during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Hamilton retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1963. Over his lifetime, he received numerous accolades, including the French 
Legion of Honor and the Order of William from Holland, and he earned jump wings from the 82nd Airborne.

Beyond his military achievements, Hamilton was a cherished storyteller 
and educator, often sharing his experiences at airshows, universities, and 
other events. His continued involvement in CAF events, including 
airshows and educational programs, made him a beloved figure in the 
aviation history community. His stories and firsthand accounts inspired 
countless individuals, leaving a lasting impact on the preservation of 
history. He notably returned to the airbase he was stationed at in North 
Witham, England, in 2019 with the Commemorative Air Force as part of 
the 75th anniversary of D-Day, reconnecting with the airfield from which 
he launched his historic mission.

Hamilton will be deeply missed by his family, friends, and the countless individuals inspired by his life of service and bravery.
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https://youtu.be/cJa04xE26XY

https://youtu.be/cJa04xE26XY
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NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White

Nick Krahn Kevin O’Connor

============

Operations Report (for February 2025) by Col Mike Woods,  WI Wing Operations Officer

We had our T-34 Ground School on February 15.  For those that missed it, we can either do it again, or you should be 
able to do it yourself since it is on our website, but if you are new, then either Gary Otto or me will go thru it with you.

We are planning on doing the SNJ ground school on March 15.  Gary Otto will send out a Zoom invite so current and 
prospective pilots should plan on attending.  We will plan on starting at 9:00 AM Central time.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING.  If 
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period, so this must be done!  Also remember to 
record your times after your flight.

You must also pay your yearly insurance payment which is due one year from when it was last paid.  In addition, you also 
must do your annual 60-1 & -2 review and online test.

There are many things to do before the flying season, which is just around the corner, so get everything done so you will 
be ready to go.

============

Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! 

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025:
• March: Speaker - Lauren Sherrick State of WI Enterprise Program 

  Chief based in Madison, WI (In charge of 19 aircraft, 
  13 pilots & 4 mechanics)

• April: Speaker - Maj. Dan Jackson Air Force Special Operations AC-208 Combat Caravan Pilot
• May: Speaker – Christine Westrich Marine F/A-18A Hornet TBD
• June: Speaker TBD
• July: EAA month!!!
• August: Speaker TBD & Picnic

……and MORE TO COME!!!
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:   
• CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!

============

Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bryan Thornton

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

cafwi.org
https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
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mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
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mailto:liddle.brian@yahoo.com
mailto:brad.ohde@outlook.com
mailto:ed.pleva@gmail.com
mailto:joan@exploriumbrew.com
http://www.cafwi.org/

	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9


