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r From the Front Cockpit
Col Gary Otto – Wing Leader

Spring has arrived, the flying weather is fast improving, and the CAF WI Wing is beginning an 
active and exciting season of flying, airshows, and events. Don't miss our WI Wing Open House on 
Saturday May 22nd from 10AM to 4PM. See the invite in this letter and we still need volunteers 
to make this all function smoothly. Call Kathy Laabs to find out how you can help. This is an 
opportunity for almost all of our members to get out to the airport and see lots of warbirds, 
honor our Gone West family and friends with a missing man fly-over, eat some Scrima's Pizza 
Food Truck goodies, and even volunteer to help with parking, membership table, PX tent, rides 
operations, and more. Many of our member-owned warbirds will be on display!

This is a sight never seen before May 8th 2021. 
Three (3) CAF WI Wing aircraft parked in a row and 
all in flying condition! Our first Rides Day, which was 
postponed 2 times by weather, finally took place at 
KUES, and a record tying 10 rides were sold and 
flown by our dedicated rides pilots, Steve Sorge in 
the SNJ and Paul Holdredge in the PT-26. There were 
10 very excited and smiling warbird passengers and 
many more family and friends looking on at the 

terminal ramp. The PX set up for its first outing of the year and Dennis Flancher, our PX Volunteer 
Coordinator, had a great day of sales and comradery with members and visitors. The ground 
crew, led by Mike Ziarniak, safely and efficiently handled all 3 aircraft as they came and went, as 
well as providing passenger briefings to riders. Mike Guslick, Bob Vajgrt and John Schroeder spent 
the full day with Mike, making it an adventurous and memorable day for so many. A great team 
effort and very supportive of our mission to Educate, Inspire and Honor!

Now is the time to volunteer and help us carry out our
mission! Get involved! You will be glad you did.

Sincerely.
Gary Otto - Wing Leader

Rides Day – May 8th, 2021
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CAF WI Wing Open House Sat May 22 KUES Waukesha Airport 10AM to 4PM

Let's put the CAF WI Wing up front and center with our members, friends, and supporters.

This is a great way to begin the 2021 flying season and a huge volunteer opportunity. We will need volunteers for PX, static 
display of wing and member owned aircraft, Rides program operations, car parking crew, Ramp Crew, gate security, lots more.
We plan to utilize food trucks for lunch, fly a missing man memorial  (fly-over at noon with Nick Stanich playing his bagpipes), 
invite WWII Military Vehicle ground forces, much more.

Open to public - will focus invitations to family/friends/supporters.

Wisconsin Wing News
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Wisconsin Wing News

From your Safety Officer, Col Mike Ziarniak

COVID-19 Statement
Prior to attending any in person meetings, please do a self-
assessment of your health. If you have any symptoms of fever, 
cough, lack of taste or smell it would best to not attend the 
meeting. Distancing, masks and hand sanitizer use should be 
considered and are available. Consider Zoom virtual attendance.
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CAF WI Wing May Meeting Invitation
May 15th, 2021 10:30 AM  Lunch @ Noon!

Gate #1 code: 2347#
In person option at the CAF hangar with COVID mitigation.
2347A Aviation Drive, - Waukesha County Airport Gate 1

or Join Zoom Meeting using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88440842073

Meeting ID: 88440842073
Dial in option:   312-626-6799

mailto:ziarniakm@gmail.com
mailto:dennislf@att.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88440842073&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0cf604c54d664dc4dc1608d9141f6e9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637562947487099059%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dGQtb414YThFFp6x6ddnBkknnQzAtyeONSFz7ZtepV4%3D&reserved=0
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Education Update

Our Mission: Educate, Inspire, and Honor    

Col Jeanette Anderson, Education Officer – WI Wing

Visit a WASP gravesite to honor a WASP: Carry out our mission!

Women in Aviation International will host their 4th annual Honor the WASP event to pay tribute the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots (WASP) by visiting their graves and leaving an appropriate decoration in the form of flowers or other 
remembrances to honor the service and sacrifice of the formidable group of WASP who served so honorably during 
World War II. This is a great opportunity to show our gratitude to these women who answered the call to duty. There is a 
spreadsheet of all known gravesites of WASP on the Women in Aviation International website. I will be going to Forest 
Home Cemetery to leave a decoration at the gravesite of Margaret June “Peggy” Seip on Memorial Day morning. Please 
let me know if you would like to join me. https://www.wai-crc.com/honor-the-wasp

Margaret June “Peggy” Seip

Wisconsin Wing News

WASP USAAF WWII
318 AAFFTD
Avenger Field Sweetwater TX
She was a graduate of Lawrence College in Appleton, WI. She entered 
AAF Flight training 6 April 1943 at Avenger Field, Sweetwater, TX. Along 
with her Instructor Pilot Calvin G Atwood and fellow WASP Helen Jo 
Severson, she was killed in UC-78 #42-39287 when it crashed on a routine 
training flight approximately 10.5 mi NE of Big Spring TX.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/70685745/margaret-june-seip 

============

This summer we will have lots of fun volunteer opportunities available.

Remember that the CAF requires all volunteers who will be working within an arm’s reach of a youth to take part in both 
Youth Protection and Interaction Training and Criminal History Background Check before you may work with youth at CAF 
units or CAF events. This is an online Youth Protection and Interaction Training that will take approximately fifteen 
minutes to complete. You will need to watch a short video, take a quiz, and apply for the background check. There is no 
cost to you or the Wing for this certification. Once you have completed the training and passed the background check, we 
will be notified that you are eligible to work with youth. The background check is handled by a secure third-party vendor 
and no confidential information is shared with the CAF. If you have any questions about the policy or how it is 
implemented, you can view the CAF Youth Protection Policy by following this link at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bx9k41p13n2nryy/CAF%20Youth%20Protection%20Policy%20General.pdf?dl=0

To complete the training, go to the CAF website under Education and click on the Youth Interaction and Protection box or 
follow this link. https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection

Thank you for doing your part to keep our young people safe as we Educate, Inspire, and Honor a new generation of 
aviation enthusiasts!

https://www.wai-crc.com/honor-the-wasp
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/70685745/margaret-june-seip
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bx9k41p13n2nryy/CAF%20Youth%20Protection%20Policy%20General.pdf?dl=0
https://www.cafeducation.org/youth-interaction-and-protection
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

New members are vital to the health and vitality of our WI Wing. In the 

past, we have had dedicated dinners to formally welcome and get to 

know our new members, but with the Covid restrictions, these events 

have been on hold. We do want to make sure that all members are 

aware of our newest members so we can encourage them to get 

involved with volunteer opportunities which will certainly be 

blossoming later this year as we pull out of this pandemic. Get 

involved and have some fun and adventure!

Wisconsin Wing News

2021

John Schroeder Matt Phillips

Paul McAllister Tom Leunig

Chuck Christburg
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Gone West 2021

Joseph J. Cottrell MD     Col 33183
April 9, 1952 - October 29, 2020
CAF WI Wing member since 2007.  A brilliant physician, pilot and friend. 
Most of all, he was very generous and giving of his time and talents.

Loren Martin "Marty" Hintz
September 20, 2020
Producer of "Finding Loren“  The search for his father, Lt. Loren Hintz
WWII P-47 fighter pilot, shot down in Italy. Guest speaker at CAF WI Wing

Col Robert G. Segel (#4286) Gone West April 29, 2021
Robert was a founding member of the 1982 CAF WI Squadron, and with his passion for WWII aviation history, was 
regarded by many as the "spark plug" of the unit, serving as their leader for over 20 years. He always stepped aside 
and let others have the accolades that he so often deserved. Robert was the driving force behind the WI Wing's 
acquisition of the PV-2D Harpoon bomber project, which reached nearly 90% completion before running out of 
funds, volunteers and time. Robert never saw the completion of his dream, but realized that the future of the WI 
Wing was in trading the PV-2D project for a flying PT-26. He witnessed the growth and expansion of the WI Wing to 
having 3 planes and over 100 members. He led the wing during the days of our hangar dances, busy PX seasons, 
numerous adventuresome outings and Navy Day celebrations.  WI Wing members and friends will remember and 
honor Robert Segel with a missing man fly-over on May 22nd at noon, during the 2021 Wing Open House at the 
Waukesha Airport. He will be missed by so many and remembered as an icon of the CAF WI Wing.

Sincerely,
Gary Otto - Wing Leader - WI Wing

------------

------------

Wisconsin Wing News
P
X

CORNER

3” diameter WI Wing Decals!

Special member pricing:
$2 each 

or
set of 4 for $5

Buy at meetings or PX events.
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Wisconsin Wing News

1956 Canadair F-86E MK 6
Owner:  Paul Keppeler

In 1944, North American Aviation submitted a design for a swept-wing day fighter which could also be used as a 
dive-bomber or escort fighter. Two prototype XP-86s were contracted in late 1944, but were not built until after 
WWII due to the incorporation of several design modifications which were prompted by German research data. 
The first XP-86 prototype flew on 1 October 1947, powered by a 3,750-pound thrust G.E. J35 engine. After it was 
re-engined with a more powerful G.E. J47 turbojet the following spring, it was re-designated the YP-86A, and 
exceeded the speed of sound in a shallow dive. The first production model was initially designated the P-86A, but
became the F-86A in June 1948. By the time the new fighter entered US Air Force service in 1949, it had gained 
the name "Sabre."

Many variants were produced throughout the Sabre's life, the most numerous being the F-86D, an all-
weather/night fighter, or which 2,054 were built. In addition to the Sabres built by North American, Canadair Ltd. 
in Montreal built 60 F-86Es for the US Air Force, plus at least 1,750 Sabre Mk 2/3/4/5/6s for the Royal Canadian 
Air Force and the Royal Air Force. The later Sabres were powered by various models of the Canadian Avro Orenda
engine. Construction of the Sabre was also undertaken by Australia's Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, which 
modified the aircraft design to accept two 30-mm Aden guns and a Rolls-Royce Avon 26 engine. Similarly, Fiat in 
Italy assembled at least 220 F-86Ks from component kits provided by North American, and Japan's Mitsubishi 
company assembled approximately 300 more.

The F-86 saw extensive action in the Korean war, where it was often pitted against the MiG-15. Despite the 
power advantage the MiGs had over early F-86s, Sabre pilots were able to gain air superiority over the MiGs due 
to better training and tactics. Later during the war, improvements in thrust allowed F-86s to match performance 
of the MiG-15s. F-86s were exported to many nations around the world, and several live on as target drones, test 
and research aircraft and, of course, privately-owned warbirds. The Waukesha based Canadair F-86E Mk 6 owned 
by Paul Keppeler was built in 1956, served briefly in the Royal Canadian Air Force, then the South African Air 
Force. 
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DHC-1 Chipmunk
Owner: Vic Stottlemyer

Developed just after World War II, the DHC-1 
Chipmunk was the first aircraft designed by 
deHavilland of Canada to replace the deHavilland Tiger 
Moth as a single-engine basic trainer. The Chipmunk 
first flew on 22 May 1946. Initially, 218 Chipmunks 
were built for the Royal Canadian Air Force, followed, 
after a change to the Gipsy Major 8 engine, by 735 
planes for the RAF’s  primary pilot training bases. These 
were designated as T 10s.

The British version also differed by being fully aerobatic and having a sliding, multi-paneled canopy rather 
than the ‘bubble’ typical in Canada. Another 217 of the versatile, easily-mastered Chipmunks were built for 
export sale, and 60 were built under license in Portugal. Not fully retired until 1996, many examples are 
still flying in private hands worldwide. The Waukesha based British Chipmunk is owned by Henning 
Henningsen was built in 1950 and served in Royal Danish Air Force.

============

This beautiful T-34A is owned by Carl 
Schwerman and has been in his family 
for over 30 years!

1949 Ryan Navion A model (Serial no. NAV-4-1798) N76E
Owner:  Stan Babicz

The Navion was designed and initially built by North 
American Aviation in 1946-1947 before being sold to 
Ryan Aeronautical Company in 1948 so North American 
could devote its manufacturing resources to the F-86 
Sabre. Stan’s recently acquired Navion was 
manufactured on 11 Feb 1949 in San Diego, California by 
Ryan Aeronautical Company, during the time that Ryan 
was using significant number of parts acquired from

North American Aviation. For example, this aircraft has one Ryan wing, and one North American wing, and 
the right rudder pedals have the famous North American Aviation logo. Stan hangars at KUES on the north 
ramp.

============
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Beechcraft T-34A Mentor  USAF # 55-155  N134HR
Owner:  Lisa Walter

Mentor #55-155, spent its training life in the USAF in Texas. In 
1961 it was transferred to the Texas CAP.  Later Howard Ross, 
successful Chicago businessman and avid Warbird collector, 
bought it and had it restored by Charlie Nogle.  Although he 
sold most of his warbirds, he kept the mentor, flying it well into 
his 80’s.  The Walter’s bought it from the Ross estate in 2008. 

============

Vietnam Moving Wall is Coming to Waukesha!
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Did you know?

You can support our aircraft anytime using the links below for each airplane.  Sometimes a one-time gift is just the 
thing to do!  See these links:

PT-26 
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/pt-26-primary-trainer-n9474h

SNJ-5
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/snj-5-advanced-trainer-n3195g

T-34
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/t-34-mentor

============

Arizona Airbase "Flying Legends of Victory Tour" coming to Waukesha      

The AZ B-25 "Maid in the Shade" summer tour 
includes a visit to KUES Waukesha County Airport 
arriving Monday July 26th and departing Monday 
Aug 2. Our own George Crawford, who winters in 
AZ, is the tour coordinator, and was responsible for 
steering the tour to include a WI stopover. They 
will be selling rides Friday-Sat-Sun, July 30-31,  and 
Aug.1st, and will be offering airplane tours only on 
Tuesday-
Thursday, based at the Stein ramp. Costs for the 
rides on the B-25 are $325.00 for the waist with 4 
seats available and $650.00 for the nose with 2 
seats available. CAF members are eligible for a 
$75.00 discount for the rides. This is the week of 
AirVenture in Oshkosh, but we are hoping to 
support their visit with local volunteers and the WI 
Wing PX. There may be an opportunity to sell rides 
on the days they are not, depending on plane and 
pilot availability.

This is an excellent opportunity to volunteer and 
hang around a B-25! More details will be included 
in upcoming WI Wing newsletters.

https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/pt-26-primary-trainer-n9474h
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/snj-5-advanced-trainer-n3195g
https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/t-34-mentor
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Gary Otto
262-875-1640

gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Paul Keppeler
262-443-0624

pbkepp@aol.com

Finance Officer: Ryan Beard
847-858-7846

rcbeard1@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Steve Sorge
414-852-8104

ssorge@wi.rr.com

Operations Officer:
Henning 

Henningsen

262-951-6472

henning.henningsen.wi

@gmail.com

Safety Officer &

Ground Crew Leader:
Mike

Ziarniak

414-380-9532

ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information 

Officer:
*** Open ***

This could be you!

Development Officer: Bob Vajgrt
414-550-2770

dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Education Officer: Jeanette Anderson
414-313-9513

jfa16daa@gmail.com

Membership 

Officer:
Tom McDermott

608-289-2424

mcfender@yahoo.com

Adjutant Officer: A.G. Bharatkumar
262-366-3295

agbkumar@wi.rr.com

Events Officer: Kathy Laabs
414-418-7222

t28gal@att.net

Historian:
*** Open ***

This could be you!

Newsletter: Brad Ohde
262-309-8600

bohde@wi.rr.com

PX Leader: Tracy Sorge
262-366-0664

horseshowmomm@wi.rr.com

PX Volunteer Coord.: Dennis Flancher
414-534-0160

dennislf@att.net

Fly-Over Coord. Vic Stottlemyer
262-391-5110

stottlemy7@aol.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

Date Event, Time, Location

5/10 – 5/15

Milwaukee Armed Forces Week

Possible fly-overs of 5/14 golf tournament 

and 5/15 Motorcycle ride

Sat., 5/15
Wing Meeting

10:30AM - In Hangar & Virtual

Sat., 5/15
TBM Reunion

Peru, IL

Sat., 5/22
** Wing Open House ***

5/27+

Vietnam Wall at Frame Park, Waukesha 

Noon TH May 27 through T 7AM June 1st.

TH 6PM formation fly-over planned.

Sat., 6/19
Wing Meeting

10:30AM - In Hangar & Virtual

Sat., 7/17
Wing Meeting

10:30AM - In Hangar & Virtual

7/23 – 7/25

Tri-State Wing "Warbird Weekend" 

featuring the CAF B-29/B-24 

CAF Airpower History Tour 

7/26 – 8/1 EAA AirVenture!

7/26 – 8/1
AZ Airbase Flying Legends of Victory Tour  

B-25 at KUES

8/20 - 8/22

Wisconsin Military Show

Eagle Village Park, Eagle, WI 7am to 5pm 

(2pm Sun) Flyovers planned.

Sat., 8/21
Wing Meeting

10:30AM - In Hangar & Virtual

Sat., 9/18
Wing Meeting

10:30AM - In Hangar & Virtual

Sat., 9/18
Oconto Fly-In

9AM – 4PM

Calendar – Upcoming Events

http://www.cafwi.org/

