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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing

May is the kickoff of our flying season!  And there are many days to acknowledge in May:
8th VE Day 1945---11th Mother’s Day--- 17th Armed Forces Day—22nd National Poppy Day
and May 26th Memorial Day. In speaking with the American Legion Post 120 Commander, Dale 
Slowik (Navy Veteran) about our 1st Memorial Day flyover for them. After sending him the video of 
Cols Ziarniak & Sorge flyover last weekend, he said “it gave them all goosebumps!”  These flyovers 
help fulfill our Mission: Educate, Inspire & Honor

Welcome new sponsor Pilots on the T-34: Col Eric Chappelear & Col Steve Cloyd and SNJ-5 
Instructor Col Loren Marburg! 

We are ramping up for our Rides Program Summer 2025! Looking for volunteers to help when they 
can to give riders the experience of their life and raise funds to continue our mission! (Ground Crew 
INFO Meeting after WING meeting on Saturday 5/10) contact Col Mike Ziarniak for more  
information (see staff directory for contact info last page).

Cadet program: Looking to add our next cadet who has a career goal as a military pilot! 
Did you know that CAF HQ has a Pilot Scholarship fund of $300K that our cadets can apply for? Who 
do you know? For more info contact Col Mike Guslick.

April was a busy month with Spring Banquet prep (photos next month), FEB meeting, giving tours, 
info and Introductions to new & potential members, KUES ice cream social, serving as ground crew at 
KUES for our 1st Honor Flight. Seeing the Wing goal of 10 Sponsor pilots on each of our aircraft is 
moving forward with 8 on the T-34 and 4 on the SNJ-5. 

Our flying season is about 5 months! Your mission: Why not invite
1 person per month to one of our Wing Meetings or a Food Truck
Fridays for lunch every week. So many state, “I never heard of the 
CAF”. You may not have time to volunteer all the time, but a 
simple conversation & invitation can help 
our Wing grow to the goal of 100 by the 
end of 2025! With 70 members and 
everyone invites ONE we can double 
the size! 

Onward & upward, 

Col Candy Lee Parr
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Paul hails from Utah and Arizona coming to Wisconsin for a now complete tour of duty as the 
Director of Education at the EAA. Paul is a teacher at heart having spent 16 years in the 
classroom sharing the stories of US History in a way that 7th and 8th graders enjoyed and 
grasped the value of knowing our past. Paul has loved aviation since he was a baby, taking his 
first flying lessons when his dad would toss him into the air.  A little bit later, he attended UPT 
at Williams AFB flying the T37 Tweet and where he remembers seeing the Thunderbirds 
perform in the F-100 as a boy. Paul is a licensed pilot and owns a 1960 Piper Comanche 250 still 
tethered in Salt Lake City where he will be returning in June with his wife of 42 years to be 
closer to children and grandchildren and once again, sharing US History with students who 
need to experience history in a compelling, thought-provoking way. Come hear his well 
researched presentation on The Boys Who Saved the World and the stories of a few of the 
young fighter pilots who fought in the Battle of Britain.

NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth Steve White

Nick Krahn Kevin O’Connor Loren Marburg

Steve Cloyd

============

Wing leadership has been working on our line up for guest speakers in 2025! 

CAF Wisconsin Wing 2025:
• May: Speaker:  Paul Maloy:  “The Boys Who Saved the World - Little known stories of the Battle of Britain”
• June: Speaker:  Col Mary Berg:  “D-Day, the Allied invasion of Normandy, took place on June 6, 1944”
• July: EAA month!!!
• August: Col Charles Merkel of 128th Refueling Wing for WI Wing Picnic and honoring our veterans of the

 128th ARW 

 ……and MORE TO COME!!!

Sat., 5/10/25, 10:30am:  KUES Terminal Conference Room

Speaker Paul Maloy:   The Boys Who 
Saved the World - Little known stories 
of the Battle of Britain 
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CAF Wisconsin Wing Participates in STEAM/Career Day at Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport
by Col Tom Leunig - WI Wing Education Officer

The WI Wing was invited to participate in the first ever STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math) Career Day in 
Janesville.  The event was sponsored by Pistons & Props and attended by over 200 8th graders from the Janesville and Beloit 
area schools.  It gave the students exposure to aviation careers and other opportunities.  Exhibitors included Blackhawk 
Technical College, Civil Air Patrol, UW Med Flight, and others.  There were exhibits on 3D printing, drones, flight simulators, 
rocket engines, firefighting, welding, and aviation career opportunities.    

The CAF WI Wing area was staffed by Cols Michael Guslick, Bryan Thornton, Tom Leunig, and Cadet Bobby Gibson.  We were 
also assisted by Olivia Conklin, Aviation Education Program Manager for WisDOT Bureau of Aeronautics.  We had a Cessna 
172 radio control aircraft and a flight simulator for the students to learn about flight control surfaces, primary controls, and 
aerodynamics.  After a short instruction by Col Guslick on the radio control Cessna, the student then went to the simulator 
and were guided by Cadet Gibson for their flight.    We were fully stocked with career information for pilots, A & P 
mechanics, astronauts, airlines, aeronautical engineering, and a lot of other exciting aviation careers.  It was a rewarding 
experience and lots of fun interfacing with the 8th grade students.
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CAF Wisconsin Wing Participates in STEAM/Career Day at Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport
(cont’d from previous page)

============

Maintenance Report (April 2025)  By Col Scott Twesme, WI Wing Maintenance Officer

SNJ: Flying, nothing new to report, just waiting to hook up the new radio. 

T-34: Engine install inspection on 7 May - the last hurdle for standard cat conversion.  FAA Sign-off pending
 successful inspection.  New comm panel on order- that will give intercom capability superior to what is 
 installed right now, plus ability to switch between both comm radios and monitor each.  Pitot static / 
 transponder check set for 13-14 May. 

============

Education Update  by Col Tom Leunig – WI Wing Education Officer

• STEAM/Career Day at Janesville
On Tuesday, April 29th we participated in this event sponsored by Pistons & Props.  We had 200+ 8th graders attending.  
Cols Michael Guslick, Bryan Thornton, Tom Leunig, and Cadet Bobby Thornton from the CAF WI Wing were there.  We 
were also joined by Olivia Conklin from the WisDOT Bureau of Aeronautics. Thanks to Col Guslick for procuring a large 
radio control aircraft for the WI Wing to use at these events.  He also brought his flight simulator.  Thanks to Cadet 
Bobby Gibson for bringing his control stick and foot pedals.  Please see the article and photos in the newsletter!

• Old Falls Village STEM Event
We are in the preliminary stages for our second STEM event to be held in conjunction with WW-II Days at Old Falls 
Village Park in Menomonee Falls.  This STEM will be held on Friday, June 13th from 9 AM to Noon.  The PX will be at 
WW-II Days on Saturday and Sunday. It will be a similar format to Janesville with small groups rotating around the table.

• CAF Dispatch
The STEAM event in Janesville will be going into a future CAF Dispatch-Education Edition magazine.  Watch for write up 
and photos!

• Food Truck Friday and PX
Food Truck Friday kicks off on Friday, May 30th.  The WI Wing is the sponsor and featured aviation group on August 8th 
and for the last one on Friday, August 29th we are the featured non-profit!!! See the complete schedule and article in 
the newsletter.
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Food Truck Friday  by Col Tom Leunig (WI Wing Education Officer) & Col Ed Pleva (WI Wing PX Leader)

One of the great summer CAF WI Wing activities is our participation in the Waukesha County Airport “Food Truck Friday”.  
This is a great opportunity to have a delicious lunch, meet aviation friends, see exciting aircraft, and participate in our PX. 
Each Friday features two food vendors providing a variety of choices.  There are always some interesting aircraft on display, 
including our SNJ and T-34.  There have also been a RCAF Harvard and DeHavilland Chipmunk, RCAF T-33, Bell helicopter, 
Stearman, and lots of others.  The PX team sets up at 10 AM and we welcome new participants.  The CAF WI Wing is the 
sponsor and featured aviation group on 8/8 and on 8/29 we are the “Non-Profit” and receive 5% of the revenue for a fund 
raiser.  See the full-page flyer below!
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Operations Report  by Col Mike Woods – WI Wing Operations Officer

Flying season is upon us and both planes are flying and pilots are getting their annual check rides done and the flying 
calendar is starting to fill up.

We had Steven Cloyd and Erick Chappelear attend their Flight Evaluation Board to be T-34 pilot sponsors, so now we are 
finishing up some paperwork and then they will get their pilot transition letter to start their check outs.  This will bring us to 
8 T-34 pilots, and we have two more potential T-34 pilot sponsors.  We also have two potential pilot sponsors for our SNJ 
and Steve Sorge is coming back online as one of our SNJ pilots.  With Steve the SNJ will have 4 pilots and hopefully we will be 
up to 6 soon.  We also have Loren Marburg signed up to be a SNJ instructor pilot.  He is out of Indiana but will come to 
Waukesha to fly with our SNJ pilots.  He was working on taking his instructor check ride with Laura Stants in Kokomo.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING.  If 
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period!  Also remember to record your times after 
your flight.  You must also pay your yearly insurance payment which is due one year from when it was last paid.  You also 
must do your annual 60-1 & -2 review and online test.

Happy flying and stay safe.  Remember, none of our missions are mandatory, so if in doubt, don’t go.  “I think I can make it” 
is a sign to either cancel or wait until conditions improve.
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CAF WI Wing Honor Flight Escort Missions Begin for 2025 by Col Gary Otto,  WI Wing Executive Officer

WI Wing pilots and planes have been supporting the Stars and Stripes Honor Flights to Washington for many years, and the 2025 
flights began on April 26th with 2 Southwest Airlines flights departing at 6:30am and 7:30am. Our support comes in the form of 
our providing an escort from the terminal ramp to the runway, passing through the water cannon honor salute, then taking off as 
the flight gets into position on the runway. Our pilots complete a 180 degree teardrop turn and make a low climbing departure 
pass on each side of the honor flight with smoke on and sometimes even a dutch roll, before the honor flight departs for 
Washington, DC. The CAF WWII and Korean War era planes park next to each flight as they are loading up the veterans. This often 
sparks memories and conversations between the vets and guardians on board the planes. We receive so many compliments and 
“thank you’s” for doing this!

We also try to get veterans or special family members in the back seats of our warbirds to further our mission to educate, inspire 
and honor. The April back-seaters were Liz Tobolt in the SNJ with Gary Otto and Steven Cloyd in the T-34 with Mike Doble. Liz 
plans to join the CAF and WI Wing, and Steven is in the process of earning his T-34 CAF pilot rating and becoming a T-34 sponsor 
pilot.

A big thank you goes to the Milwaukee Airport staff led by Shaun Nadolny, Assistant Airport Operations Manager, who supports 
our missions with planning days in advance, 4AM verification that the weather is cooperating, and provides close cooperation with 
control tower personnel including approach control, tower, and ground control, as we fly from Waukesha County Airport to 
Mitchell Field at 6AM for the mission. The weather 100% cooperated for our April 26th mission. Many thanks go to all wing 
members who support the escort missions. Flights for 2025 include May17, June 21, Sept, Oct 4, and Nov 1st. If you are interested 
in flying backseat on an escort mission, let Joan Doble know of your interest.

Gary Otto, WI Wing Executive Officer & volunteer pilot
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CAF WI Wing Honor Flight Escort Missions Begin for 2025 (cont’d from previous page)

>> CAF SNJ Smoke System Makes Inaugural Flight <<

Many thanks go out to all the SNJ supporters who donated funds to purchase and install a smoke system in our SNJ.  The 
$6500 needed for the system came from numerous donors and was recently completed. The first flight utilizing the smoke 
system to enhance a CAF mission was made on April 26th as the SNJ flew an honor flight escort mission at MKE Mitchell 
Field. See photos.

Gary Otto
WI Wing Executive Office and volunteer pilot
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Check 
these

events 
out!!!
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities.  Joan Doble,  
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
Notes:   

• CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!

Event Title Start Date & Time End Date & Time Location

Memorial Flyover WWII Vet 5/8/2025, 1:00 PM 5/8/2025, 1:15 PM Sacred Heart Cemetery,  Adjacent to KOSH & warbird campground

Wing Meeting 5/10/2025,10:30 AM 5/10/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Dock Hounds Opening Day 5/16/2025, 6:30 PM 5/16/2025, 6:45 PM 1011 Blue Ribbon Cir N, Oconomowoc

TBM Reunion & Airshow 5/16/2025 5/17/2025 Illinois Valley Regional Airport, Peru, Illinois

Honor Flight Escort 5/17/2025, 5:30 AM 5/17/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE

EAA/VAA Vintage Aircraft
2nd Annual Flying Start Event

5/17/2025 5/17/2025 Capitol Drive Airport

Wood National Cemetery Memorial Day 5/26/2025, 10:00 AM 5/26/2025, 10:15 AM Memorial area at Wood National Cemetery,
5000 W National Ave, Milwaukee WI 53295

Elm Grove Memorial Day Parade 5/26/2025, 10:30 AM 5/26/2025, 10:45 AM

Veterans Memorial Park  - West Allis 5/26/2025, 11:00 AM 5/26/2025, 11:15 AM American Legion 120 - Veterans Park, West Allis (70th & National)

Hogs for Heroes D Day Ride 6/8/2025, 4:00 PM 6/8/2025, 4:15 PM

Annual WWII Days 6/13/2025 6/15/2025 Old Falls Village Park, Menomonee Falls

Wing Meeting 6/14/2025, 10:30 AM 6/14/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Wings & Wheels / Sheboygan Fly-in 6/15/2025, 7:00 AM 6/15/2025, 4:00 PM Sheboygan County Memorial Airport

EAA Air Camp 6/20/2025, 8:00 AM 6/20/2025, 10:00 AM KTEB, West Bend Airport

Honor Flight Escort 6/21/2025, 5:30 AM 6/21/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE

DockHounds Flyover 7/1/2025 7/6/2025 1011 Blue Ribbon Cir N, Oconomowoc

EAA Mauston Fly-In Tentative 7/5/2025, 9:00 AM 7/5/2025, 5:00 PM

Pistons & Props: Veteran's Bike Night 7/18/2025 7/18/2025 Southern WI Regional Airport, Janesville

Pistons & Props 7/19/2025 7/19/2025

Waterstone Bank Air & Water Show 7/19/2025 7/20/2025 McKinley Park, Bradford Beach

EAA Air Venture 7/21/2025, 9:00 AM 7/27/2025, 5:00 PM

Wing Meeting 8/9/2025, 10:30 AM 8/9/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Honor Flight Escort 9/6/2025, 5:30 AM 9/6/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE

Wing Meeting 9/13/2025, 10:30 AM 9/13/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

128th Air Refueling Wing Open House 9/13/2025 9/14/2025

Honor Flight Escort 10/4/2025, 5:30 AM 10/4/2025, 8:30 AM KMKE

Wings & Wheels / Burlington Fly-in 10/5/2025 10/5/2025 Burlington Airport

Wing Meeting 10/11/2025, 10:30 AM 10/11/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Wing Meeting 11/8/2025, 10:30 AM 11/8/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

Wing Meeting 12/13/2025, 10:30 AM 12/13/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal

cafwi.org
https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532  /  ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer: Bryan Thornton 608-354-4786  /  thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: Barb Lepinski 414-550-1762    /    blingblingbarb@gmail.com

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff
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