
Heartfelt Thank you for your service to our Veterans-on-Veterans Day!

One of the reasons I volunteer for many hours for our WI Wing is for moments like 
this! My friend that I met through Church, Dr. Arthur Angove, USAF veteran, went 
up in our T-34 Mentor the day before his 91st Birthday! Do you see that smile? A 
pilot himself who got his check ride from Dale Crites had many aircraft including a 
Cessna 411. He flew to South America with his 6 children and wife to do mission 
surgery work. A hear of GOLD! Col Mike Doble took him up and said he could still 
fly and didn’t miss a beat! 
We need more volunteers to carry out our mission! Educate, Inspire & Honor!

Many hands make work light! Please consider joining and volunteering a few times a year! Our Rides 
Program will be up & running in Spring 2025! We could use your assistance to grow as a WING and give 
those life experiences to many!  

Happy Thanksgiving!   All the best, Col Candy Lee Parr

o WL October Connections: I attended 9 events or meetings. 

o Attended CAF HQ 12Planes Kick off & Finance zoom meeting – Insurance up 25%

o Smoke System for SNJ -5 We received donations of over $3K.... we are a go! 

o 12 Planes of Christmas – Mike Doble took lead of this project. Thank you, Mike!

o Holiday Cheer WI WING Dinner Sunday -Dec. 8th at 
4 PM Silvernail Inn Pewaukee – Closed to public. 
$45 per Person Buffet Dinner at 5:30 PM. 

o Santa visits Wing mtg 12-14-24 @11:30 am collect 
2 nonperishables for food pantry and KUES event 12- 2 PM 
candy canes for kids and bring 2 nonperishable food items

o Remember -Dec. 14th WING Elections 
o Jan-Borree at KUES Terminal Lobby Jan. 18th 
o More SNJ-5 Pilots interested!  By Spring 2025 we will have

20 Sponsor Pilots! 
o Save the Date: April 26, 2025, WI Wing BIG Fundraiser 

6-10 PM Event! Planes, Trains & Automobiles! Looking for 
Title & Major Sponsors. Text or call me for details 

o November 10th -Marine Corps Birthday
o Nov. 11th Veterans Day Anniversary date of the signing of 

the armistice which ended WWI.

                        Thank you to all military veterans for your service.

Commemorative Air Force
Wisconsin Wing Newsletter

Chartered April 30th, 1982                        Editor:  Brad Ohde
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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader
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Nominating Committee Update by Col’s George Crawford, Larry McClellen, & Tom Leunig

The nominating committee has completed our responsibilities in the election process.  After contacting many potential 

candidates, we were able to come up with the following list:

• Wing Leader Candy Parr
• Adjutant John Leidel
• Maintenance Officer Scott Twesme
• Finance Officer No Candidate
• Development Officer No Candidate

This list of candidates was submitted to Craig Tuminaro, VP of Membership for the CAF in Dallas.  The list was approved on 
October 31st.

We will still accept nominations from the floor at the November 9th Wing Meeting.  We are hoping some nominees come 

forward for the important open positions.  Please consider serving your CAF Wing by helping in an open Officer position.

============

November WI Wing Meeting!!!!

In November (Sat., 11/9), we will have Maj. Tyler ‘Shaft’ Shaver, WI ANG, Ops 
Director for Volk Field.  He is previously a naval aviator and has flown every Hornet 
subtype, including the F/A-18A,B,C, D,E, and F models.  Since he seems to have a 
penchant for collecting the whole set, he is one of the few people on the planet 
qualified on all the US models of the F-35 (A/B/C), and even delivered one of the F-35I 
model aircraft to the Israeli Air Force.  Not only is he well versed in flying the F-35, he 
is well-versed in flying out of the F-35, as his ejection from an F-35B in Texas became a 
viral video (and earned him a Martin-Baker tie).  To top it all off, he is the very person 
who flew in the 115th’s lead F-35 to Airventure this year for static display in Boeing 
Plaza!

============

Wisconsin Wing Holiday Cheer Dinner
Sunday, December 8th (No Packer Game that Day) 
4 PM Happy Hour Cash Bar - 5:30 PM Buffet Dinner -6:30 PM Short Program
Raffle prizes to win!   Cost - $45.00 per person.
The Silvernail Inn (Pewaukee I-94 & Hwy T) 5 minutes from KUES. 
The restaurant will be closed for our private gathering. 
It’s a Contemporary Supper Club that strives to bring fine dining with the neighborly 
atmosphere. 
Watch for more details via email.  RSVP & payment due by Nov. 24th – 
Mail Checks to CAF – Cheer PO BOX 1998 Waukesha WI 53187-1998
Text or email Col Candy Lee Parr for any questions 262-490-0330



Our T-34 Featured in the CAF 12 Planes of Christmas  by Col Mike Doble

As most of you know, our T-34 Mentor N5347W has been selected out of 179 CAF aircraft to be one of twelve highlighted 
in the CAF national fundraising campaign 12/1 - 12/31! The showcase of our Mentor starts off with a live broadcast with 
Steve Buss on CAF Warbird Tube on 11/13, 7pm to 8pm. The plan is to have the Mentor moved to Mike Doble's hangar and 
spotlighted in the background while we tell the history and background of the aircraft, how it is utilized to fulfill the CAF 
mission, and what any fundraising will be use for. Please tune in!

Our fundraising effort has 
already begun. A small 
committee of pilot sponsors has 
been collecting photos and 
produced a write-up for the 
printed material put out by 
the  CAF HQ. In addition, 
sponsors have been approached 
to provide matching funds for 
any donations for this effort. 
Already, we have secured 
$3,000 in matching funds from 
two generous donors. But we're 
looking for more! Let Mike 
Doble know if you have any 
ideas for sponsors for matching 
funds!

In addition to the 
collateral being produced by CAF 
HQ, the WI Wing is producing a 
short video showcasing the 
Mentor in flight and 
interviewing sponsor pilots 
explaining what it means to 
them in volunteering for this 
mission. We have already 
interviewed John Reed and Mike 
Doble. We will interview more 
pilots and do some more air-to-
air work this week.

We will rely on our Wing 
membership to share and post 
about this fundraiser on your 
social media, as well as, a press 
release coming near the end of 
November. Look for those and 
please share when you see 
them!
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October Wing Meeting Recap by Col Michael Guslick – WI Wing Membership Officer

Our guest speaker for the October Wing meeting was Minneapolis based pilot Steve 

Church.  Steve gave his highly regarded Oshkosh presentation on WWII fighter combat 

tactics and had copies of his excellent book available for purchase and autographing.  

If you missed out, Steve’s book is available on Amazon (and there may be a signed 

copy available at an upcoming banquet auction), and his website is at

 https://www.fightercombatww2.com/  
(and there may be a signed copy available at an upcoming banquet auction)!)

Huge thanks to Steve and his wife for travelling all the way out to visit us!

We were honored to have in attendance at the meeting Dr. Arthur Angove of New Berlin.  
Arthur is an Air Force veteran, a surgeon with decades of experience, and has dedicated 
much of his life to medical missions across the globe.  At 91 years, he is still going strong, 
and it was wonderful to have him as a guest.  You can read more of his remarkable 
accomplishments here: 

https://patch.com/wisconsin/newberlin/city-names-2021-citizen-year-winner-new-berlin
(We will also have an article on Dr. Angove & his T-34 Mentor 91st Birthday Flight)

Finally, some of the best things happen by pure chance.  As it happens, our Oct. 13 
meeting was being held on the same day as a Young Eagles rally at KUES.  One of the 
youths there for the event was Bobby Gibson and he and his parents (his father is a Marine 
veteran) sat in on our meeting as well.  When it came time for the warbird ride drawing, 
destiny prevailed, and it was indeed or young guest whose ticket number was called!  
(even if it hadn’t been, the winner would have undoubtedly ceded their prize to him).  
Bobby has hopes of becoming a military aviator, and while we couldn’t provide him
with a proper warbird ride that day, our Maintenance Officer, Scott Twesme, had 

Bobby ride in the backseat of the SNJ when he taxied it back to the hangar.  We look forward to hearing more from 
Bobby as he progresses, as he has a bright future ahead in aviation!

https://www.fightercombatww2.com/
https://patch.com/wisconsin/newberlin/city-names-2021-citizen-year-winner-new-berlin
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October Wing Meeting Recap (cont’d from previous page)

============

SNJ Gets A Much Needed Cleaning!! By Col Gary Otto,  WI Wing Executive Officer

WI Wing Cadet Francis Anderer, and his hard working friend 
Spencer, did what most other wing members are unwilling or 
unable to do, go underneath the belly of the SNJ and clean off 
the dirt and grease!! Youthful exuberance was what was needed 
and that's certainly what Francis and Spencer have.  Their hard 
work was rewarded with a pizza lunch and many thanks from us 
"not so exuberant" older folks!! While the belly was thoroughly 
cleaned, the topsides still need some cleaning TLC on the next 
designated clean up day. Volunteers are still needed and are 
very much appreciated.
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The Gibson Family                                                                                   by Col Candy Lee Parr 

This is why we do what we do…reach out & invite to Educate, Inspire & Honor.

“We are so happy that we met you that day and found out about the group. It was a huge day for Bobby 1st flying with EAA 

young eagles, then listening to the presentation about dogfight and winning the raffle to fly in the T-34. He's been wanting to 

be a pilot for many years and at 15 years old this is a great opportunity to learn new things and meet people that can help 

him make his dreams come true” Mother: Annmarie Gibson

Another interesting fact was that his mother went to grade school with our Operations Officer, Mike Woods’ daughter.

That day I mentioned the task of cleaning our warbird in our hangar as a Boy Scout’s activity. His mom said, “Bobby is now 

the elected SPL for Boy Scout Troop 71 and did bring up helping with cleaning the planes at some point.  The boys loved the 

idea.”

Another way we can reach our youth is to educate & inspire their interest in aviation.

Thank you for your service, Scott! Bobby’s Father, Scott Gibson served in the U.S. Marines in aviation supply and 
administration.

============

Commemorative Air Force Unveils 2024 Lineup for "12 Planes of Christmas"Fundraising Campaign

• F8F-2 Bearcat – Southern California Wing (Camarillo, CA)

• TBM Avenger – Missouri Wing (St. Louis, MO)

• PT-23 – Day's Pay Squadron (Richland, WA)

• AC-47 Spooky – Gulf Coast Wing (Conroe, TX)

• P-47 Thunderbolt – Airbase Georgia (Peachtree City, GA)

• B-25 Miss Mitchell – Minnesota Wing (South St. Paul, MN)

• PT-19 Fairchild – Tampa Bay Wing (Lakeland, FL)

• T-34 Mentor – Wisconsin Wing (Waukesha, WI)
• Stearman (WASP) – Dallas/Ft. Worth Wing (Lancaster, TX)

• A-26 Lady Liberty – Lady Liberty Sponsor Group (Enid, OK)

• BT-13 “Val” – Tex Hill Wing (San Antonio, TX)

• P-39 Airacobra – Central Texas Wing (San Marcos, TX)

October Wing Meeting Raffle 
Winner:  Bobby Gibson.  Pilot Col 
Mike Woods took up Bobby & 
his brother.

Corporal Scott Gibson
U.S. Marines 1977-81

The Commemorative Air Force (CAF) is thrilled to 
announce the return of its much-anticipated annual 
holiday fundraiser, the “12 Planes of Christmas.” Now 
celebrating its ninth year, this esteemed campaign 
offers aviation enthusiasts and history buffs a unique 
opportunity to support the restoration and 
preservation of the iconic World War II aircraft in the 
CAF’s fleet.

Throughout December, the CAF will spotlight 12 
carefully selected aircraft, each with a rich history and 
an ongoing restoration project spearheaded by 
dedicated volunteers nationwide.
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An October Day in the T-34 Mentor Air Force Trainer Aircraft by Mary Jane Payne

Thank you to WI Wing Leader, Col Candy Parr and Pilot Col Mike Woods for arranging this 
wonderful unique experience during the month of my 83rd birthday! This ride was the result of 
my winning raffle ticket at the 2023 CAF Christmas Dinner Party.  My prize selection was this 
one donated by Pilot Col Mike Woods. That was a great evening as I also won First Place in the 
holiday costume contest making an appearance as “Plane Jane”. 

It was truly an honor to ride in the beautifully restored 1955 T-34 Mentor Air Force Trainer.  I 
had read its' history prior to my ride.  I had a deep appreciation for everyone who invested the 
time and money in the restoration and preservation of this important plane in military aviation 
history. 

I observed everything about all phases of my ride that day.  I saw the many steps in procedures 
that a pilot like Mike goes through in the prep and flight phases.  I have retired from a 50-year 
career in the health care industry. I have heard that if hospitals used safety procedures like 
pilots do with flying planes, there wouldn't be the number of medications and other errors that 
occur too often. 

Our flight was over my Pewaukee apartment complex which brought smiles to some of the seniors who were scanning the 
skies at the right time.  This was the first time I had ever flown at a lower altitude over this region.  I enjoyed the view of 
the Holy Hill landmark.  We headed west to the Oconomowoc area where I grew up.  I could clearly see the dividing Lake 
Road between Lac LaBelle and Fowler Lakes where my mother lived.  The return flight back to the airport was a simply 
stunning vista of the many lakes in our Lake Country area of Waukesha County! 

I have flown many miles on commercial airlines and in the twin engine planes owned by the three health care corporations 
in my work career.  In Kansas City in the late 1970's, I was the Vice President of Emergency Medicorp, P.A., an Emergency 
Physician group that provided staffing coverage on weekends, nights and holidays or 24 hours for medium sized hospitals in 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma. Most of the physicians were part-time and they provided welcome relief E.R. coverage for 
the local physicians.  Many part time physicians were from nearby military bases. Physicians drove or were flown to client 
hospitals.  This was in the early days before Emergency Physicians would become their own specialty.  Executive staff also 
used the planes for meetings with hospital clients and physicians. 

I have many good memories of my flying experiences with some being quite unique.  One was landing on a grass strip in 
Hope, Arkansas.  There was a golf practice range next to the strip and it was covered with a lot of golf balls.  Hope is known 
for its' delicious watermelons. Yes, that plane later took off for home with a bunch of them for us and the office staff.

Coastal Emergency Services in Durham, N.C. was a larger physician corporation where I was employed providing the same 
services in many more states.  They served 100 medium sized hospitals.  My third career move involving the use of 
corporate planes was for a N.C. hospital computer system company.  I was required to attend a one day “Pinch Hitter's 
Ground School” course with other corporate executives who flew often.  We had to learn how to use the radio and become 
familiar with the aircraft controls in case of a pilot emergency with the corporate twin engine plane.  Perhaps as the only 
passenger, we had to know how to communicate with a control tower and possibly to be talked into landing the plane.  

I did a lot of boating in my 21 years of living in N.C.  I became a member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, a volunteer 
force of about 30,000 nationwide to assist the active-duty force.  I served as an Officer and an Instructor for public 
education courses on boating & water safety.  Later I represented the Coast Guard branch of service in the Welcome Home 
events for Honor Flights scheduled out of Madison.  I retired in January 2024 after 33 years of service. 

And, as for my character of “Plane Jane”, she just may..........show up this year at the December monthly Wing meeting. 

Col Candy Lee Parr – WI 
Wing Leader and her 
Mom!
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An October Day in the T-34 Mentor Air Force Trainer Aircraft (cont’d from previous page)

Mary Jane 33 years U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Ret.

MJP 83rd birthday month with her 78-yr old. Pilot 

Debriefing USAF ret. & USCGA ret.

WI Wing 1955 T-34 Mentor .

Col Candy Lee Parr – WI Wing Leader and her Mom!
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Welcome New Neighbors!  by Col Candy Lee Par – WI Wing Leader

On October 19th I attended the COPA North central Fly-In hosted at a new hangar on the west end of our home base at 
Waukesha County Airport. Fly-in, Food Trucks with Elivate Aircraft having demonstrations & a well-attended Icing 
Awareness Seminar. It’s always great to see activity and growth at KUES! 

============

SNJ-5 Smoke System Corporate Donation                                         by Col Candy Lee Parr 

Thank you for your donation from the bottom of our hearts from the Commemorative Air Force- 
Wisconsin Wing based at Waukesha County Airport- Wisconsin. Your donation kicked us off to the 
halfway mark to achieve our goal to raise funds to install a smoke trail system on our 1943 SNJ-5 
U.S. Navy Trainer like we have on our T-34 to enhance our fly over missions.

Mike Doble (one of our T-34 Pilots) presented Lola Tegeder, CEO, with the WI Wing Thank you 
flowers & offered Lola a ride in our 1955 T-34 Mentor U.S. Air Force trainer.  Lola graciously 
donated the offer to her son or grandson, Jack (a commercial pilot). The T-34 Mentor aircraft was 
donated to the wing by a well-known WI business family. And like Lola and her company, James 
Imaging Systems in Brookfield, have supported our community, military & veteran causes for over 
40 years. We have many great businesses in Wisconsin that support our mission. 

Our Mission: Educate, Inspire & Honor.
Honoring American Military Aviation through Flight, Exhibition and Remembrance.
The mission of the CAF is to educate, inspire, and honor so that future generations
of Americans will value and support the contributions of military aviation in assuring our nation's freedom.

We honor our Veterans in many ways, like with flyovers and we are blessed to have many CAF members that are served our 
great nation.
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Santa is coming to KUES on a Mission for the Food Pantry! by Col Candy Lee Par – WI Wing Leader

Please bring 2 or more nonperishable items (or cash donation) to the December 14th Wing 
Meeting

Santa will come at the end of our wing meeting at 11:30 AM to collect from our members & 
guests.  Then he will be handing out candy canes to those in the community that stop by 
Saturday Dec. 14th from 12 NOON to 2 pm to drop off non-perishable items (or cash donation) 
in the lobby of the Waukesha County Airport Terminal.   So, parents, aunts, uncles and 
grandparents bring the children over for a lesson in giving back to the community.

Jeff donates his time to spread holiday cheer for a great cause: Jeff Hernsheim started his Santa 
career about 14 years ago, doing so to delight young members of his family.

He grew up in Milwaukee and had a mother who absolutely adored Christmas. The colors, scents, 
and joy of his family enjoying the holiday together really stuck with him. He greatly enjoys seeing 
kid’s faces light up and believe in the season, and the magic of Christmas.

Jeff previously worked as a printing press technician, and then went into the construction and contracting business for 
himself. He is highly regarded in that field, having built several homes and has repaired countless others. He likes the 
challenge of creating newly renovated spaces for people to feel more comfortable in their homes.  Jeff teamed up with a 
friend who was starting a food drive during Covid, 2020, finding a way to keep the giving of the season alive through their 
acquaintances, leaving small gifts in exchange for food donations. That year he donated 4 bags of food and about 25.00 to the 
Pewaukee food pantry.

• In 2021, he collected and donated 125 pounds of food, and about $76.00.
• In 2022, the drive was up to 320 pounds of food and $100.00
• His banner year so far was 2023, he collected 646 pounds of food and $400.00.

Feeling extremely blessed to have good health, an excellent and generous place to live, and enough to eat, he will keep the 
food drive going as long as possible. This is his give back and thank you to the Pewaukee community. He appreciates the 
support and generosity of all involved.

All food and monetary proceeds go to the Pewaukee Food Bank, located at 642 Main St. Pewaukee WI 53072, delivered at the 
end of December. 

============

December 14th meeting presenter:  Dennis Schell

Our very own WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor pilot, Dennis Schell, will be speaking about his 
US Air Force experiences as an F-15E Weapon Systems Officer serving in the illustrious “Chiefs” - 
335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing.  As a WSO in the “dark gray” version of the unmatched 
Eagle, Dennis was the crew member responsible for putting “warheads on foreheads.”  He was 
also an Instructor WSO and his unit’s resident Electronic Warfare Officer.  Dennis is a life-long 
aviator, having soloed at Baraboo-Dells airport on his 16th birthday.  After departing the USAF and 
finishing grad school in 2001, Dennis landed in Indianapolis and promptly joined the IN-Wing CAF.  

He currently serves as the IN-Wing Exec Officer, is a CAF Foundation board member, conducts annual governance training for 
the General Staff, has sponsored eight CAF aircraft, and feels fortunate to fly several of the CAF trainers along with his RV-7A.  
Prior to his military service, Dennis worked as a control systems engineer, and these days uses his love of technology as a 
patent attorney for his solo law firm, Innovation Law Office, which serves startup and mature businesses throughout the US 
and overseas. 



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 11

Wisconsin Wing News

OUR 1943 SNJ- 5 AIRCRAFT & THE SMOKE SYSTEM FUNDRAISER by Col Candy Lee Par – WI Wing Leader

One of my family members contributed to the SNJ-5 Smoke System fundraiser 
in Honor of my Great Uncle S-Sgt. Earl C. Jaeger who grew up in Waukesha 
County and served with the U. S. Eighth Air Force in England after enlisting on 
January 16, 1941. 

He received an Honorable Discharge after serving overseas for 27 months.  He 
was a Gunner on WWII planes and was wounded.  He was hospitalized in 
London and received the Order of the Purple Heart and an Air Medal.  

He was under bomb attacks many times and told a hometown newspaper 
reporter after his discharge that those German buzzbombs “really were 
something”.  

During his time in England, he met and married a British woman in military 
service there.  He and Phyllis had a son named Richard.  Uncle Earl returned 
home to the U.S. after his discharge.  His wife and baby son had to stay behind 
many months in obtaining passage to come to the U.S. 

His return trip home to the U.S. was on the Queen Mary ship which carried 
between 15,000 and 16,000 troops aboard and docked in New York.

The newspaper reported him as saying, “I was glad to have had an opportunity 
to do my duty and I consider myself very fortunate in being back with so many 
American  boys not coming back – ever”.  He added that he was eagerly 

awaiting the arrival of his wife and baby son so they “could set up housekeeping in this greatest of all countries”. 

Our family warmly welcomed Phyllis and the baby when she finally arrived, having left behind her parents and all her family 
members to marry our Uncle Earl!  

Her nickname was “Phyl”, and we loved her accent, sense of humor and her great personality.  They settled in Appleton, Wi. 
but Phyl was unhappy with the long damp, cold Wisconsin winters.  Her veteran husband was determined to give her a 
happy life so with three sons now, he decided it was time for him to uproot and leave his Wisconsin family and relocate to 
Salem, Oregon in an area better suited for his war bride. 

The Salem climate was better, and she would still be close to her English nationality and culture in nearby Canada. He sold 
his gas station/auto repair station in Appleton and started over in Salem.  They later had two daughters in Oregon for a total 
of 5 children.  Phyl did not work outside the home.  Uncle Earl did well in supporting his family of seven.  In later years, 
when Phyl's sister, Joan in England, retired and both parents were by then deceased, she also relocated to Salem, Oregon. 

Family members recall Uncle Earl's stories of decades of shrapnel still emerging from his body during civilian life.  We recall 
that he loved Gingersnap cookies and crossword puzzles. I have to say he was handsome man in that uniform.  Thank you 
for your service, Uncle Earl! 

S-Sgt. Earl C. Jaeger -U. S. Eighth Air Force
Served as a Gunner and was an Order of 
the Purple Heart and an Air Medal 
recipient 



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 12

Wisconsin Wing News

Mission Reports

Burlington Fly-In  by Col Tom Leunig & Col Ed Pleva

On October 6 the CAF Wisconsin Wing participated in the Burlington Fly-In.  This event is sponsored by Zuffengruppe, a 
classic German car enthusiast group.   The tarmac of the Burlington airport is loaded with Porsche, BMW, Mercedes-Benz, 
and other German vehicles.  They surround a group of classic aircraft.  During the event there are fly-bys with some of the 
aircraft, both jets and prop.  You are up close to the runway and see some spectacular flying.  This year we had Cols Mike 
and Kathy Ziarniak attend with their 1948 Ryan Navion.  The PX was also set up and despite the windy day we had an 
exceptional sales day.  It was the last PX of the season, so we were able to unload inventory.  Thanks to everyone who 
assisted with the PX events in 2024.   



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 13

Wisconsin Wing News

2024  NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin Matt Knuth

Welcome to our newest member, Matt Knuth!  Matt is a commercial pilot for FedEx from South Dakota, but spends a lot 
of time here in Wisconsin.  He's interested in becoming a sponsor pilot for the SNJ-5 and hopes he might be able to help 
kickstart our rides program once more!

============

Maintenance Report – October 2024  by Col Scott Twesme,  WI Wing Maintenance Officer

• T-34: Up & flying with no issues..

• SNJ-5: Changing the ELT battery on the SNJ in the next couple days. Working out a 
 mounting location  for smoke system tank. If it doesn’t fit, we may have to go to a smaller 
 tank. 

============

Operations Report – October 2024  by Col Mike Woods,  WI Wing Operations Officer

In October, our SNJ had 2 flights for 1.9 hrs. flying time with 7 landings.  Our T-34 had 7 flights for 7.9hours flying time, 
and 29 landings. Both planes are flying great and no real operations concerns.  The ELT for the SNJ is due but Scott 
Twesme said he will be replacing it, and the right tire on the T-34 is showing its wear with all the landings we are doing, 
so it may need to be replaced prior to its annual inspection.

There are still some things that need to be done with the T-34 to get it into the standard category, which we hope to do 
before the end of the year.  Once it is in the standard category, we will work to get the plane approved for rides, and 
with our current number of commercial pilots we should be able to have a robust ride program on that plane.  Also, with 
some of the potential new SNJ pilot sponsors we would have several that want to build up our ride program in that 
plane too.

We have at least two more prospective pilots for the T-34 so that should be good to spread out the cost.  We also have 3 
or 4 prospective pilots for the SNJ, some of which are current instructors so we should be able to have our own 
instructors for both the SNJ and the T-34. 
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Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1W73XslbbBNdUAnRHGgeLxXMYB8m2YK83ePjeuJX3BhE/edit?usp=sharing

Notes:   CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha every Saturday 8:00 AM !!!

Date Event Name Location Time PX Booth
Education 

Table
T-34A SNJ-5

11-9-24 WI Wing Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Maj. Tyler “Shaft” Shane, WI ANG – 
Ops Director for Volk Field

Waukesha Airport – Terminal 10:30am

12-8-24 Wisconsin Wing Holiday Cheer 
Dinner

The Silvernail Inn (Pewaukee) 4pm - +++

12-14-24 WI Wing Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Dennis Schell, USAF, F15E Weapon 
Systems Officer - 

Waukesha Airport – Terminal
(bring non-perishable food item 
to donta after Santa visit!)

10:30am

1-11-25 Wisconsin Wing Meeting Waukesha Airport – Terminal
1-18-25 Jan-Boree Waukesha Airport – Terminal

Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Tony Madonia 312-208-9840    /    tony@madonia.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bob Vajgrt 414-550-2770    /    dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: Kathy Laabs 414-418-7222    /    t28gal@att.net

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff
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