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From the Rally Point    by Col Candy Lee Parr
Wing Leader

www.cafwi.org              https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing

Where did the year go? The holidays are right around the corner! 

Looks like we will have a full staff for 2026-27 after elections!  WING officers’ positions are up for 
election on December 13th. All 2026-2027 Nominations for each have been submitted to HQ: 
Executive -Safety -Operations -Education -Development Officers. 

MARK your Calendars: 
Sunday Dec. 7th Our Holiday Banquet! 4PM to 8 PM -Prizes for best dressed! 
Green Bay Packer Theme! (or your favorite NFL team) Not a sports enthusiast, wear your best 
Hawaiian attire in honor of Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day!  Location: Silvernail Inn in Pewaukee 
(We have the restaurant to ourselves like last year, but we need 40 to attend.
If interested the bar can be ours for the Packer vs Bear Game at NOON. (Drinks only)

Saturday December 13th WING ELECTIONS, Our 2nd Annual Food Drive with Santa (open to the 
public) after our WING meeting! 12 to 2 PM Food Pantry collection for non-perishable items for the 
food pantry. Please bring your donations to help surpass last year’s donations! 

We could really use your help! Suggestions for guest speakers, Sponsor pilots for our SNJ-5 
(Tailwheel pilots), GROUND CREW sponsors & more wing members! 

2025 WI WING Goals for 10-10-100-25
How will we land for 2025?

❖ 10: T-34 Sponsor Pilots 
❖ 10: SNJ-5 Sponsor Pilots 
❖ 100: Wing Members with 30% ongoing active to 

carry out our Mission 
❖ With a Thriving Rides Program In 2025

Onward and upward! 
Col Candy Lee Parr

Inside this issue:
From the Rally Point, CAF WI 

Wing Holiday Party Invite
1-2

Ops report, upcoming speakers, 
Nov. speaker – Battle of the 
Bulge, Wing announcements, 
Happy Birthday Marine Corps, 
Thank you Veterans!, Articles:  
World Series & the B-17’s, 
Popeye / Night Witches / 
Corsair – Who was Peggy? / 
Young Ted Penn, Burlington Fly-
In, Nov. Safety Considerations, 
Did you know?  …and more!!!

3-13

Events & Staff Listing 14

http://www.cafwi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAirForceWisconsinWing


Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 2

Wisconsin Wing News



Operations Report – November 2025 by Col Mike Woods, CAF WI Wing Operations Officer

 Steven Cloyd should have his check out in the T-34 almost completed, so that will soon give us another T-34 pilot.  Also, 
Candy met Steven Stauber, who owns Beloit Airport and flies a warbird.  One of his former employees is very interested in 
becoming a T-34 sponsor pilot.  He is current in warbirds, tailwheel and is a CFII. I hope we can sign him on soon.  Steve Sorge 
said he should be getting his SNJ check ride soon, so we should be able to start our rides program back up next year.  Kevin 
O’Connor has started his check out in a T-6 in Illinois, so he should be a full-fledged SNJ pilot soon also..  With Steve and Kevin, 
the SNJ will have 5 pilots.  Loren Marburg is now an instructor pilot in the SNJ, so he should be able to keep our SNJ pilots 
current. Gary Otto completed his annual T-34 check ride so that makes him current in both the T-34 and SNJ.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING.  If 
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period, so they are adamant that this must be done.  
Also remember to record your times after your flight.

This is my last report as your Operations Officer.  It was a great journey, so many thanks to all of our great pilots and sponsors.  
I am not going away but will probably be wearing a different hat soon.  -Mike

============

Upcoming Speakers & Presentations:

============
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Heads UP → CAF WI Wing Officer Elections in 
December!!!  Vote at the Dec 13th Wing meeting!

Open position include:

* Executive Officer * Safety Officer
* Operations Officer * Education Officer

Seeking volunteers for the nomination committee 
and election committee.!!!

If you can’t make the meeting,  be sure to request your absentee ballot through 
Michael Guslick,  CAF WI WING Membership Officer:    haveblue@haveblue.org 

See article on 
following page!

mailto:haveblue@haveblue.org


Featured presentation at Sat., Nov. 8th CAF WI Wing Meeting!!!

BATTLE of the BULGE – December 1944 by Col Mary Berg,  CAF WI Wing

Germans, What Germans?!

December 16th.  ‘Unusual activity’ reported! First Army headquarters received an ALARM at approximately 0615 from one of 
the units stationed on the 80-mile frontline in the Ardennes, Belgium: EXPLOSIONS in the area!  

But wait…more reports come pouring in from various OTHER units along the line---it was a WIDESPREAD Attack!  A 90-minute 
German artillery barrage had already ensued.

First Army staff surmised these reports were ‘localized’ or just a feint. Hours passed before they admitted that it was, indeed, a 
serious German offensive, and several days passed before First Army realized the full scale of this ‘unusual activity’.
 Afterall, by the mid-1944 the Allies were routing the Germans. The march to Berlin was going well.

*OPERATION OVELORD, D-Day, June 6th : Allied troops smashed through the German Atlantic Wall at Normandy. Boots at last, 
on ground in Fortress Europe and moving onward through France and Paris liberated within 10 weeks.

*OPERATION COBRA: 3 weeks after D-Day, the First Army bombed and smashed through German lines at St. Lo, and onto Caen 
and the capture of over 40,000 German troops in the Falaise pocket.

*OPERATION DRAGOON: August 15th, Second invasion onto the French Riviera from the Mediterranean Sea, aka the 
‘Champagne Campaign’. The southern prong of the pincer movement, corralling the Germans from the north and now the 
south was tightening like a noose.

*OPERATION MARKET GARDEN: September 17th, proved to be a very ill-planned and poorly executed Allied mission, slogging 
through the Netherlands, not at all meeting the full objective of the operation; most-disastrously for the British 1st Airborne. 
However, the march toward Berlin continued.

The tally sheet: By early September, Allies had captured Brussels and the Port of Antwerp; Belgium government-in-exile 
returned from England. By early November, ALL of Belgium was liberated.

Aachen was taken by Allied Forces on September 10th, and Luxembourg was Liberated!

The Allied powers-that-be believed the Germans were “on the run” and the whispers and wishes were that the War may be 
over by Christmastime!

HITLER had other ideas…

The Fuhrer’s Master Plan, concocted just one month before December 16th will be revealed, exposing who did what, when, 
where and how, during the momentous Battle of the Bulge.  
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The Marine Corps on its 250th Birthday by Col Chuck Christburg,  CAF WI Wing

Why are Marines so driven, disciplined, resilient, honorable, resourceful, and loyal? 
Character is so important because it drives Marines. Many wonder why Marines fly the 
American and Marine Corps flags, because it is ingrained in our DNA. For the past 250 years,
the Marine Corps has been forward deployed aboard Navy vessels, serving as America’s 
9-1-1 force. The Commandant’s message elucidates the profound concept of “No better 
friend, no worse enemy.” The enduring motto, “Semper Fidelis,” underscores the 
unwavering commitment and loyalty of Marines.

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message

============

December CAF WI Wing Meeting - Saturday Dec. 13th at 10:30 AM 

Please make every effort to make it to our December WING meeting to vote (10:30 AM).  
Guest speaker & wing member Kevin O'Conner, USMC Av-8B Harrier II Veteran Pilot  as well 
as for the 2nd ANNUAL Santa & Food Pantry event after the meeting!

============
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Santa arrives at KUES for CAF WI Wing 2nd Annual Food Pantry Drive  
Saturday Dec. 13th from 12 - 2 PM  

Come visit us after the CAF Wi Wing Meeting 
on the Waukesha County Airport lobby, 2525 
Aviation Road.  Get a chance to tell Santa 
what you really want for Christmas this year 
while also helping out the food pantry! There 
will be candy canes and a coloring contest for 
kids with prizes awarded for kindergarteners 
through sixth grade students. 

For every six nonperishable food items 
donated, get a raffle ticket to win a ride in a 
warbird, to be taken on another date. 

Must be 12 years old or older and able to 
climb into an aircraft on your own to win.

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/985153/250th-marine-corps-birthday-message
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World Series & the B-17’s! by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

With the World Series in mind, we're reminded of this legendary intersection of baseball and B-17s!

During Game 1 of the 1943 World Series on October 5, 1943, Lt. Jack 
W. Watson and his crew, along with three other crews, were flying 
their B-17s to Maine as a stopover enroute to England. As they 
passed New York City, the 21-year-old freckled-faced Watson 
realized that the game was just starting and decided to do an 
impromptu flyover. The flight of four Flying Fortresses buzzed 
Yankee Stadium, where the Yankees were taking on the St. Louis 
Cardinals. The crews enjoyed it so much, they decided to make two 
more passes, on the third pass flying so low, one reporter said it 
looked like they would clip the stadium's flag poles!

New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia, who attended the game, was 
outraged and demanded the USAAF investigate. They did, but given 

the need for pilots in World War II, the four pilots, including Watson, were given a $75 fine, and the matter was dropped.

As for Watson, he would go on to complete 35 missions in the war effort and, in a radio interview, remarked that he hoped 
Mayor La Guardia would forgive him. La Guardia, hearing of Watson’s plea, sent him a cable stating:

“Delighted to get your message. All is forgiven. Congratulations. I hope you never run out of altitude. Happy 
landings. Will be seeing you soon.”

Credit: To original author from FB



Wisconsin Wing Newsletter     Pg 7

Wisconsin Wing News

Sailor to Popeye         by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Frank 'Rocky' Fiegel, born in Poland on January 27, 1868. He emigrated with his family 
to America where in 1887 he joined the Navy.  When Popeye's creator met him, he 
was a retired sailor contracted by Wiebusch’s tavern in the city of Chester, Illinois, to 
clean and maintain order.  Frank had a reputation to be always involved in fighting, so 
he had a deformed eye (“Pop-eye”). He had demonstrated his strength in so many 
fights that he became a local legend.  He always smoked his pipe, so he spoke only 
with one side of his mouth.  When he was with children, he held the pipe with the 
corner of his mouth and told them the antics of his youth, often boasting of his 
physical strength and loudly claiming that spinach is the food that makes him 
invincible. Popeye's character creator Elzie Crisler Segar was born in Chester and was 
one of the children who had the privilege of hearing 'live' the stories of the former 
sailor.

Credit: Facebook
============

Did you know? "Night Witches"- All volunteers- An all-female unit #WWII    by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

In October 1941, the Soviet Union formed the 588th Night Bomber Regiment, an all-
female unit created to strike back against German forces.  These volunteers, many just 
in their late teens, flew Polikarpov Po-2 biplanes, which were slow, outdated aircraft 
made of wood and canvas.  Their planes were so obsolete that they were almost 
invisible to radar and sound detectors. The women developed a stealthy and terrifying 
tactic.  Approaching their targets at night, they would idle their engines and glide 
silently over German positions.  The only sound the soldiers on the ground heard was 
a faint whooshing noise, which they compared to a witch's broomstick.  This eerie 
sound earned the pilots their famous nickname: the "Nachthexen," or "Night 
Witches."

From 1942 to the end of the war in 1945, these pilots flew more than 23,000 sorties. 
They dropped over 3,000 tons of bombs on enemy supply depots, facilities, and troop 
concentrations. The regiment was commanded by Major Yevdokiya Bershanskaya and 
became one of the most highly decorated units in the Soviet Air Force. In total, 23 of 

its members were awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. After the war, the  regiment was disbanded, and for 
decades their incredible story was not widely known in the West. Their legacy is one of pure bravery and determination 
against overwhelming odds.

Credit: Online Updates on FB

============

NEW MEMBERS!!!

Sam Todd Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski

Dr. Arthur Angove Joshua Cargille Andrew Cloyd

Bren Nimke
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Corsair: Who was Peggy?  by Bill Nichols via FB US Navy Planes and Models 

One of my father’s favorite photographs was of him standing beside a Corsair with 
the name Peggy painted on the nose. Over the years, the question came up more 
than once: Who was Peggy? Our mother’s name was JoAnn. We had never heard 
of a “Peggy.” And when we asked our father, he would simply smile and say 
nothing. That was it. I think he enjoyed watching us puzzle over it.

When I finally sat down with him in 2013 for an in-depth interview, I knew it was 
probably my last chance to find out. I pressed him, and at last he came clean. 
Peggy, he explained, was not his sweetheart at all—it was the crew chief’s 
girlfriend. He went on to say that the Corsair really belonged more to the chief 
than to him. Whenever Dad strapped into Peggy, the crew chief would give him 
the same stern instructions: “Now listen, Nichols, you better 

bring Peggy back to me safe and sound—and while you’re at it, you bring yourself back too.” Dad described the chief as 
a no-nonsense, tough sailor. But beneath the hard exterior, the man looked after the young Ensign—and Dad, in turn, 
looked after him.

On more than one occasion, when Dad had the chance to fly to an air base, 
he would pick up some whiskey for the VF-783 chiefs and stow it aboard his 
Corsair. It didn’t take him long to learn who really ran the Navy. When I 
asked Dad if he flew Peggy more often than the other pilots, he said no—
though he flew her several times and always had good luck in her. VF-783 
had about 25 pilots and only 16 Corsairs. In the ready room you never knew 
which aircraft you’d be assigned; you only knew the location where your 
plane was spotted on deck. Only once you climbed topside did you discover 
which Corsair you’d fly that day. Still, pilots often grew fond of the planes

that brought them home safely. Peggy was one of those for my father. He remembered being in Peggy when he was hit 
and nearly bailed out over Wonsan Harbor.

So, what became of Peggy? Here is what we know. According to the declassified after-action report from the USS Bon 
Homme Richard (CV-31): “On 1 December the Air Group conducted its last launching operations from the deck of the 
USS Bon Homme Richard when 48 planes were flown to Naval Air Station Atsugi for transfer to Fasron 11.” Fasron 11 
was a maintenance squadron near Tokyo. There, the aircraft underwent complete overhauls before being transferred to 
new squadrons to continue the fight. By tracing Bureau Numbers, I was able to follow Peggy’s history through several 
squadrons. On 6 May 1953, during a strike south of Wonsan Harbor, LT Leland R. Richey of VF-152 launched from the 
USS Princeton (CVA-37) in F4U-4 Corsair BuNo 81991. According to the official action report, his plane was believed to 
have been hit by anti-aircraft fire; he was listed as missing. Separate records confirm that BuNo 81991 ditched in 
Wonsan Harbor that same day. While casualty reports do not explicitly tie Richey to that Bureau Number, the alignment 
of date, squadron, and location strongly indicates it was his aircraft.

At the end of the day, it seems Peggy’s fate was sealed in Wonsan Harbor. In the end, Peggy was never really about a 
name on a nose. She was a reminder of the bond between pilots and their crew chiefs, of the trust placed in a 
machine that carried men into danger and—if fortune allowed—brought them home again. For my father, Peggy 
represented more than just an aircraft; she symbolized the unspoken partnership, the quiet courage, and the small 
mercies that kept him alive through the crucible of war. Though she was eventually lost to the sea, her story lives on—
woven into my father’s memories, and now, into ours.
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Young Ted Penn -Army Quartermaster 1943-B-17F  "Go ahead to Lunch“ 
republished by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

At 102 years old, he returned to the place where his friends died in an instant—and 
where a stranger's words saved his life 77 years ago. Ted Penn stood on the grounds 
of RAF Alconbury, England, in November 2022, looking at a landscape that had 
changed beyond recognition. The last time he'd been here was October 1945—77 
years earlier—when he was a 22-year-old Army quartermaster preparing to go 
home after three and a half years of war. The airfield where B-17 Flying Fortresses 
once thundered down runways was quiet now. The dispersal areas where 
mechanics and weapons loaders prepared bombers for missions over Germany 
were empty. The mess tent where he'd grabbed lunch between supply runs was 
long gone. But Ted Penn remembered it all. Every detail. Every face. Especially the 
faces of the men who told him to go ahead to lunch on May 27, 1943—the men who 
saved his life without knowing it.

It was an ordinary day at RAF Alconbury. Ted, a 23-year-old quartermaster with the 
685th Air Materiel Squadron, had just delivered supplies to the flight line where 
ground crews were loading 500-pound bombs onto B-17s for that afternoon's 
mission. He stood around chatting with the munition's loaders—"the fellows," as he 
called them—watching them work, passing time before lunch. As they finished 

loading the last bomb, one of them called out to Ted. "Get on your bike and beat us down to the mess tent so you can be first 
in line," the loader said. Ted didn't know the man's name—just another face among thousands at the busy airbase.

So, Ted hopped on his bicycle and started pedaling down the hill toward the mess tent. Halfway down, he heard it. A terrific 
explosion. The force rocked him on his bike. Ted jumped off and turned around to see a tremendous fire where he'd been 
standing seconds before. The 500-pound bomb on B-17F tail number 42-29685 had detonated while being armed. The 
explosion set off a chain reaction—other bombs exploding, aviation fuel igniting, metal and fire consuming everything in the 
dispersal area. In an instant, 18 men were killed. Twenty-one were injured. Four B-17 Flying Fortresses were destroyed on the 
ground. Eleven others were damaged. One of the deadliest accidents at an American airbase in England.

"The fellows I was talking to were all gone," Ted recalled decades later, his voice still carrying the weight of that moment. "I 
could just as well have been killed if they hadn't told me to go ahead. "He rode back to find nothing left but a massive crater 
where the B-17 had been. The men he'd been joking with minutes earlier—whose names he never learned—were simply 
gone. If they'd finished loading thirty seconds earlier, if they hadn't sent him ahead, if he'd lingered just a bit longer, Ted Penn 
would have been one of the eighteen names on the casualty list.

A stranger's casual words—"go ahead to lunch"—had saved his life. For the next two years, Ted continued his work at RAF 
Alconbury. He hauled supplies across England, preparing for D-Day. ("There were times where it seemed like if we brought 
more men and equipment, this island would sink!" he joked.) He played baseball against Jimmy Stewart's team when the 
famous actor was stationed at Alconbury as a bomber pilot. He got passes to visit London, where he happened to be when 
victory in Europe was announced and saw crowds so thick "you couldn't even move—everyone was just happy, laughing and 
crying. "But he never forgot May 27, 1943. Never forgot that he was alive because of seconds. Because a munitions loader 
whose name he never learned told him to go get lunch. Finally, in October 1945, Ted stood in formation at RAF Alconbury, 
waiting to depart for home. The war was over.
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Young Ted Penn -Army Quartermaster 1943-B-17F  "Go ahead to Lunch“ (cont’d from previous page)

They'd survived. They were going home. Then, in a cruel twist, someone drove up with terrible news: a soldier had just 
volunteered to fetch paperwork, rolled his jeep, and died. Right there. Minutes before departure. Survived the entire war 
only to die going home. "It was very sad to see someone make it safely through the war, only to die right before we went 
home," Ted said. The randomness of survival. The cruelty of timing. War's final lesson. Ted boarded the USS Lake Champlain 
and sailed home through the tail end of a hurricane, waves washing over the carrier's flight deck. When he finally walked 
down his street in New Jersey, his father did a double-take, then ran to greet him. His dad led him into the kitchen to surprise 
his mother and announced he wasn't going to work that day.

Ted Penn came home. Married. Raised a family. Built a life. Kept in touch with about a dozen Army buddies through annual 
letters. One by one, they passed away. By 2022, only two remained from that group of friends: Ted and John Swisher. Ted 
was 102 years old. He'd lived 79 years past that May afternoon when seconds decided everything. His son John had grown up 
hearing these stories—the explosion, the D-Day preparations, playing baseball against Jimmy Stewart, VE Day in London. And 
John was determined to see where his father had served, to walk to the ground where those memories were made. It took 
months to convince Ted to return to England.

At 102, international travel isn't easy. But John persisted. This was important. In November 2022, father and son stood 
together at RAF Alconbury for the first time since 1945.Ted walked the grounds, pointing out where things used to be. The 
flight line. The dispersal areas. The place where he'd been chatting with the munitions loaders before they told him to go 
ahead to lunch. The crater was long filled in, the memorial long erected, but Ted's memory was crystal clear. "I've always 
marveled at how much he remembers from those days," John said. "Hearing him tell of his experiences allowed me to have a 
greater appreciation for what he experienced as a 22-year-old soldier away from home for the first time. "For John, bringing 
his father back was about more than nostalgia. It was about giving his father the chance to honor those memories—the good 
ones and the terrible ones. The friends who came home and the eighteen who didn't. The stranger whose words saved his 
life. "I would have felt something was missing if we had not visited the airbase that was the source of so many memories for 
him," John said. "It was important for me to give him the chance to pass on his knowledge and experiences to today's 
Airmen.

"At 102 years old, Ted Penn returned to the place where he should have died. Where eighteen men were killed in seconds. 
Where a casual instruction to "go ahead to lunch" became the difference between life and death. Seventy-seven years later, 
he's still here. Still remembering. Still honoring the men who didn't make it home. Ted Penn is a survivor. Not just of war, but 
of timing—those impossible moments when fate turns on a single second, a casual word, a bike ride down a hill. He survived 
because someone told him to go ahead. And he's spent 79 years making sure we never forget the ones who couldn't. At 102, 
Ted Penn is one of the last living witnesses to RAF Alconbury's wartime days. One of the last voices who can say, "I was there. 
I remember their faces. I survived when they didn't. "Thank you, Mr. Penn, for your service. For carrying those memories for 
nearly eight decades. For returning to honor the place and the people who shaped your life. For reminding us of that survival 
often comes down to seconds, and that those seconds matter for a lifetime.

And thank you, John Penn, for bringing your father home one more time. For ensuring his stories are preserved. For walking 
to the ground where history happened and your father's life was saved by a stranger's words. Some people get 22 years. Ted 
Penn got 102—and counting. And he's spent those extra 79 years remembering the eighteen who didn't get the chance to 
grow old, to go home, to surprise their parents in the kitchen. That's not just survival. That's a life lived in honor of those who 
didn't get to live theirs. God bless you, Ted Penn. God bless the eighteen men who died on May 27, 1943. And God bless 
every veteran who carries the weight of survival—the impossible burden of living when others didn't, and the sacred 
responsibility to remember them always.

Credit to original author
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Burlington Fly-In with Zuffengruppe InterKlassik by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

Sunday, October 5th was a beautiful day for classic aircraft and German cars.  

Zuffengruppe is the Midwest’s premier gathering of classic German cars.   The 

Wisconsin Wing was out in full force with the North American SNJ, Beechcraft 

T-34, and the PX.  This annual event is held every year at Burlington airport.  It 

started in 2017 with a few German cars and now has grown to over 40 aircraft 

and 200+ cars!   The event features dozens of classic Porsches, plus Mercedes 

Benz, Audi, BMW, and Volkswagen.

Thanks to Col Scott Twesme for flying the SNJ down and Col Mike Woods for flying the T-34 down.  We also had Cadet Bobby 

Gibson assisting with the aircraft tours.  The PX had their last event of 2025 and Cols Ed Pleva, Larry McClellan, Glenn Liedel, 

and Tom Leunig assisted.    *** In 2026 the Burlington Fly-In with Zuffengruppe will be held on Sunday, October 4th.   ***
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November Safety Considerations   by Col Steve White, CAF WI Wing

As we head into November, we start thinking about the upcoming winter and leave behind wonderful memories of the summer 
and the warmth of the sun. It is that time of year to begin transitioning from summer to winter mode. This can be a simple 
reflection of those things we need to consider for the upcoming weather and the safety awareness needed to operate in the 
upcoming months.  Safety awareness consideration is a part of everything we do. No matter what our tasks are, there is a 
safety component in each action. Whether we are flying an aircraft or driving north for the holidays, we should consider and 
prepare for a safe journey.

Many years ago, I was a Bombardier Field Service Manager for the DeHavilland Aircraft (Canada) covering the eastern USA. I 
had many airline operators operating our DHC-7 “Dash 7” and DHC-8 “Dash 8” commercial turboprop aircraft. DeHavilland 
Engineering produces a Service Letter on “Safety and Aircraft Icing Operations” to all operators each Fall. It was my job to 
ensure that all my customers received and reviewed the document annually. I would hand this document out to other OEM 
aircraft operators (SAAB, ATR, Embraer, Swearingen competitors) as a courtesy to them as we believed that reviewing Safety 
and Winter (Icing) Ops is important to any operator, not just my customers. 

The same is true today. Safety and Winter Ops go hand in hand and if not considered, can be devasting to you, your family or in 
one case, an airline operator in 1994.   On October 31st, 1994, American Eagle Flight #4184 flying an ATR 72-212, a 72-
passenger seat turboprop, was placed in a “Hold” for sequencing for a Chicago Arrival over Northern Indiana in Severe Icing 
Conditions. The A/C lost control and fell out of the sky (Flaps were down in the Hold) and crashed into a field. 68 Souls 
perished. This crash sent shock waves into all large-Turboprop Operators including my customers. 

Loss of control was attributed to the sudden and unexpected aileron hinge “moment” reversal after a ridge of ice formed aft of 
the leading edge - rubber deicing boots. The NTSB findings highlighted the need for better communications of hazardous 
weather info to Flight Ops groups. 

The same still holds true today. As a result, of this accident and current Flight Ops effects, there is a revised FAA Advisory 
Circular (FAA) AC 00-6B “Aviation Weather,” which now includes scientific input for Radar and Satellite Imagery. If you have 
some time, please review the AC for information on Aviation Weather, Winter Ops and Best Practices. 

The information in the FAA AC can also be related to your daily life and help you have a safe and enjoyable Winter time! 

For our pilots, prior to flight:

• Review conditions that are necessary for Structural Icing to occur?
• Review what actions to take should you enter into Icing conditions?
• Know how to calculate freezing levels, knowing temps and field elevation
• Consider what frost can do as a hazardous component to flight
• Check your FA’s, winds/temps aloft (FAA AC 00-45E)
• Review SIGMETS, AIRMETs (FAA AC 00-45E)

For our Ground Team

• Check road conditions before driving in inclement weather
• Insure that your sidewalks and driveways are cleared and salted/sanded if necessary
• Take your time on ice and snow, give yourself plenty of time to get where you need to go
• Consider having some safety items in your vehicles including:

➢ Shovel,  tire chains,  blanket,  coffee can,  candle

Have a safe late Fall and Winter!
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Do you know this famous B-29 Bombardier?    by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Before he became famous for singing about “Sixteen Tons” and hosting one of 
America’s most popular variety shows, Tennessee Ernie Ford was trained as a B-
29 bombardier in the US Army Air Forces.

Born Ernest Jennings Ford in Bristol, Tennessee, in 1919, he grew up listening to 
country and western music, whether live or on the radio. During his high school 
years in Bristol, Tennessee, Ford developed an interest in broadcasting and began 
working as a radio announcer at WOPI in 1937. In 1938, he left to study classical 
music at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music in Ohio but returned to radio the 
following year. From 1939 to 1941, he worked as an announcer at stations across 
the South, from Atlanta, Georgia, to Knoxville, Tennessee.

When WWII broke out, Ford enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Forces, where he was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant and trained as a bombardier. He served 
stateside as an instructor at George Air Force Base, in Victorville, California, 
preparing new bombardiers for overseas duty. Though he never saw combat, his 
role was vital, training others who would fly missions in the Pacific.

After the war, Ford returned to broadcasting, working at radio stations in San 
Bernardino and Pasadena, California. At KFXM in San Bernardino, he was hired as 

an announcer and assigned to host an early morning country music program called Bar Nothin’ Ranch Time. To make the show 
stand out, he developed the on-air persona of “Tennessee Ernie,” a lively and humorous caricature of a country hillbilly that 
quickly caught listeners’ attention. He soon found success as a country and gospel singer, signing with Capitol Records and 
eventually hosting The Ford Show on NBC from 1956 to 1961. His recording of “Sixteen Tons” became one of the best-selling 
singles of the 1950s, and his gospel work earned him recognition in both the Country Music and Gospel Music Halls of Fame.

Ford was also a long-time member of the CAF. He is pictured here many years ago with FIFI crew members Bill Godwin and 
Jack Webster. Rumor has it that the Norden bombsight in FIFI came from Ford and was presented to him by Curtis LeMay!

============

SAVE THE DATE !!!       Pistons & Props 2026  in Janesville

Friday, Aug. 28th →  4-8 PM Saturday,  Aug. 29th →  9 AM – 4 PM                Sunday, August 30th →  9 AM – 4 PM

Main schedule:
• Friday (evening): Veterans Night community program (veterans admitted free), 

meet-the-performers, evening activities such as fire works, hot air balloons, aircraft 
display and rides etc. 

• Saturday & Sunday (daytime): Show days with same activities as friday such as 
aircraft displays/rides and family programming  Airshow window: 1:00–3:00 
PM both Saturday and Sunday

We are once again expanding our kids area- which will run Saturday and Sunday from 9AM - 1PM.  

Details to come at….. https://pistonsprops.com/

https://pistonsprops.com/
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702  /  cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532  /  ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer: Bryan Thornton 608-354-4786  /  thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 414-651-7636    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:                             CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

Calendar – Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities.  Joan Doble,  
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
Notes:   

• CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!

Event Title Start Date & Time End Date & Time Location

Wing Meeting 11/8/2025   10:30AM 11/8/2025 KUES Terminal

CAF WI Wing Holiday Banquet 12/7/2025   4PM 12/7/2025 Silvernail Inn – Pewaukee

Wing Meeting, Elections  & Food Drive/Santa! 12/13/2025  10:30AM 12/13/2025 KUES Terminal
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mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
mailto:cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
mailto:srtzen@gmail.com
mailto:mikewwoods@gmail.com
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mailto:mfd4401@yahoo.com
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