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Our BIG participation EVENT of the year: Two Day event Sept. 13 & 14 at the 128t Air Refueling Wing
Open House in Milwaukee. Both our warbird were there along with a T-33 jet cockpit experience to sit

-
t in for a photo op with non-stop lines. They were hoping for 5K, and they got 15K in attendance! We
@) can’twait for the next one! Photos inside.
g PlaneSafe Customer Appreciation Event on September 27t kicked off with a perimeter parade
I around the airport. Prizes awarded! My granddaughter Capri & | rode along with Airport Operation
‘Q Sarah McCalvy. Capri was thrilled to hit the siren enroute. Photos inside.
Ll g We need volunteers for nominating and election committees (3 EACH)
U Q * These WING officers’ positions are up for election in December:
oc o New Term 2026-2027
O Q. v' Executive Officer
Ll (72) v Safety Officer
< v' Operations Officer
o — v" Education Officer
- QJ\ v" Development Officer (open)
( +
Ll (@) MARK your Calendars: Thursday Dec.4t Our Holiday Banquet!
Q Saturday December 13t Our 2"¢ Annual Food Drive with Santa (open to the public) after our WING
> % meeting! 12 to 2 PM Collecting non-perishable items for the food pantry.
<I L Col. Merkel Commander of the 128" ARW Guest Speaker
o @) at our next wing meeting on October 11t!
~ Inside this issue:
O . Many hands make the mission light: Who do you know that loves From the Rally Point, Oct. OPS
:‘ history, aviation, & are veteran/military supporters...they may want & MX Reports, Oct. Speaker: 1-3
2 (@) to check us out! Invite them to our next WING meeting on 10/11 at Col. Charles Merkel
L = 10:30 AM at the Waukesha Co. Airport conference room. New Members, Wi Wing News,
8)) Badger Aces Sept Presentation
. A A Recap; Mission Reports;
E - Attention Pilots: October speaker: Col. Charles
E § Merkel — 128t ARW; Recap - 3-14
. . 128 Air Refueling Wing Open
“ We are looking for leO.tS that :?re up House, Recap — Northern IL
O S for the challenge of flying a tailwheel Airshow, A Piece of CAF Hsitory,
( ) Q warbird! Our 1943 SNJ-5/AT-6D Navy & more!
Trainer beauty that yearns to be in Events & Staff Listing 15

the skies!
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Operations Report — October 2025 by Col Mike Woods, CAF WI Wing Operations Officer

Flying season is approaching an end, but it is good that both planes are flying. The T-34 pilots have all had their check rides
and the SNJ ones are in the process of getting theirs done. Mike Doble, Mike Blatseas, and Scott Twesme are participating in
a formation clinic this first weekend in October. | think Mike D is now certified and | believe Scott is too. Congratulations
guys. This is Mike B’s first clinic, so it normally takes a few clinics to get certified. Something tells me they will all be very tired
by Sunday evening.

Steven Cloyd has started his check out in the T-34, so we hope when he finishes his jet type rating he will be able to finish up
his training in the T-34. Steve Sorge said he is trying to set up his SNJ check ride so he should be current soon. We also have
Kevin O’Connor who has been granted his pilot transition letter for the SNJ, so we hope he can do his check out soon. With
Steve and Kevin, the SNJ will have 5 pilots. Loren Marburg is now an instructor pilot in the SNJ, so he should be able to keep
our SNJ pilots current.

CAF headquarters has advised that all pilots MUST CHECK RALLY POINT FOR BOTH PILOT AND PLANE BEFORE FLYING. If
pilots do not check Rally Point before flying, HQ may ground you for a period, so they are adamant that this must be done.
Also remember to record your times after your flight.

Over the summer we had a canopy issue and then a strut issue with the T-34, but those have been taken care of now and the
SNJ has been good to us this year, so we should end up the year with two great planes.

Happy flying and stay safe. Remember, none of our missions are mandatory, so if in doubt, don’t go. “I think | can make it” is
a sign to either cancel or wait until conditions improve.

Maintenance Report — October 2025 by Col Scott Twesme, CAF WI Wing Maintenance Officer

e T-34 Back flying again after the left strut collapsed. Nick and Mike worked hard to get it back up and working
in 2 days. Still planning on getting standard certification coming up this fall. Next up for MX on it is ELT
battery replacement at the end of the month.

* SNIJ The only MX issue is the prop seal. It’s leaking oil, and we are going to get it changed sometime this
month while we get the oil changed. The only other item on the list is installing the new radio.

Upcoming Speakers & Presentations:

October - Col. Charles Merkel = Commander of the 128" Air Refueling Wing.
November — Rick Holle & Col Mary Berg — Battle of the Bulge.

December — Qur very own WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor, Kevin O'Connor
will talk about flying the USMC AV-8B Harrier Il and give us a peek into the
complexities of flying combat missions in this technological marvel. Sadly due to
be retired in 2026, the AV-8B remains an engineering triumph and the trainer
version was a highlight of Boeing Plaza at EAA a few weeks ago. Bring your
nerdiest questions for our resident V/STOL pilot!

Col. Charles Merkel 128th Air
Refueling Wing Commander
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October Wing Meeting !!!

Wisconsin Wing News

by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Join us at our next Wing meeting on Sat., Oct. 11t 11!

Guest speaker: Colonel Charles "Skipper" Merkel,

Col. Charles Merkel
128th Air Refueling Wing
Commander

128th Air Refueling Wing

AKC-135R Stratotanker from the 128th Air Refueling
Wing and an F-16C fighter from the 115th Fighter
Wing, Wisconsin Air National Guard fly in formation

&

&
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128 ARW Commander - Milwaukee, WI

Join us and meet Col. Charles Merkel Commander of the 128 ARW and learn about your backyard
Air Force base.

The 128t Air Refueling Wing (128 ARW) is a unit of the Wisconsin Air National Guard, stationed
at General Mitchell Air National Guard Base, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. If activated to federal service
in the United States Air Force, the wing is operationally gained by the Air Mobility Command
(AMC).

The 128t Air Refueling Wing principal mission is air refueling. The wing enhances the Air Force's
capability to accomplish its primary missions of Global Reach and Global Power. It also provides
aerial refueling support to Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps aircraft as well as aircraft of allied
nations

The 128t Air Refueling Wing (128 ARW) is a unit of the Wisconsin Air National Guard,
stationed at General Mitchell Air National Guard Base, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. If activated to
federal service in the United States Air Force, the wing is operationally gained by the Air
Mobility Command (AMC).

The 128t Air Refueling Wing principal mission is air refueling. The wing enhances the Air
Force's capability to accomplish its primary missions of Global Reach and Global Power. It
also provides aerial refueling support to Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps aircraft as well as
aircraft of allied nations. The wing is also capable of transporting litter and ambulatory
patients using patient support pallets during aeromedical evacuations.

The 128t Air Refueling Wing consists of the following individual units:
* 128t QOperations Group

« 126%™ Air Refueling Squadron

e 128t Mission Support Group

« 128t Maintenance Group

Trained for combat with P-47's. Moved to England in November 1943. Assigned to Eighth Air
Force. flew first mission, escorting B-24's that attacked V-weapon launching sites near Pas
de Calais, on 8 February 1944. Until April 1944, engaged chiefly in escorting bombers that
struck factories, railroads, airfields, and other targets on the Continent.

Source: Wikipedia
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F!%26%26p%3D9794ef7e4e0b31edf7f6c6ebbd892b45a27d5558ad8201a3c711ad538584d5e1JmltdHM9MTc1OTYyMjQwMA%26ptn%3D3%26ver%3D2%26hsh%3D4%26fclid%3D130b3ecd-6c79-6248-3813-2fc468796457%26u%3Da1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUdlbmVyYWwlMjBNaXRjaGVsbCUyMEFpciUyME5hdGlvbmFsJTIwR3VhcmQlMjBCYXNlJTIwd2lraXBlZGlhJmZvcm09V0lLSVJF&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92ef24e672a4cf88ee708de04796b16%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638953116712192475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MElJAczvcCcIscnK%2BdQL6F88g8ujPH6ZS125KaxVfXE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F!%26%26p%3Daa6c0e022aa98737d2b8dc1dc2fadb930bc55fc3de2d5ac5c5455d7a64ade12cJmltdHM9MTc1OTYyMjQwMA%26ptn%3D3%26ver%3D2%26hsh%3D4%26fclid%3D130b3ecd-6c79-6248-3813-2fc468796457%26u%3Da1L3NlYXJjaD9xPVVuaXRlZCUyMFN0YXRlcyUyMEFpciUyMEZvcmNlJTIwd2lraXBlZGlhJmZvcm09V0lLSVJF%26ntb%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92ef24e672a4cf88ee708de04796b16%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638953116712211789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LZ2jMy%2F0S3xrHYZQ2X6E19fJVuht3EppHHBPRx87ba4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F!%26%26p%3D99f81270f8a2a32a59641f1fbadb8c4bab121510870e4e4883fcac23559451ecJmltdHM9MTc1OTYyMjQwMA%26ptn%3D3%26ver%3D2%26hsh%3D4%26fclid%3D130b3ecd-6c79-6248-3813-2fc468796457%26u%3Da1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUFpciUyME1vYmlsaXR5JTIwQ29tbWFuZCUyMHdpa2lwZWRpYSZmb3JtPVdJS0lSRQ%26ntb%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92ef24e672a4cf88ee708de04796b16%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638953116712233820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PprYpfTMLZ8dLSAUZPuGvEg4JmprltYABWGwVlwOJxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F!%26%26p%3D99f81270f8a2a32a59641f1fbadb8c4bab121510870e4e4883fcac23559451ecJmltdHM9MTc1OTYyMjQwMA%26ptn%3D3%26ver%3D2%26hsh%3D4%26fclid%3D130b3ecd-6c79-6248-3813-2fc468796457%26u%3Da1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUFpciUyME1vYmlsaXR5JTIwQ29tbWFuZCUyMHdpa2lwZWRpYSZmb3JtPVdJS0lSRQ%26ntb%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc92ef24e672a4cf88ee708de04796b16%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638953116712233820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PprYpfTMLZ8dLSAUZPuGvEg4JmprltYABWGwVlwOJxQ%3D&reserved=0
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? Congratulations to Cadet Bobby
| Gibson on earning your Eagle

Scout Award! Well done!

Your Wisconsin Wing is proud of
you!

' heck Check this article out on

CAF WI Wing Member

th.‘s out Col Brian Liddle!!!

https://www.inflightusa.com
/articles/brian-liddle

October 13t", 1775
250 years!

SAVE THE DATES'!

(details to follow...)

Heads UP = CAF WI Wing Officer Elections in
December!!!

Open position include:
12/4 WING Holiday Banquet

12/13 Santa arrives at KUES
for 2" Annual Food
Pantry Collection

* Executive Officer * Safety Officer
* Operations Officer * Education Officer

Seeking volunteers for the nomination committee
and election committee.!!!

p & NEW MEMBERS!!!
* 0

Sam Todd Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski

X G Dr. Arthur Angove Joshua Cargille Andrew Cloyd

Bren Nimke



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inflightusa.com%2Farticles%2Fbrian-liddle&data=05%7C02%7C%7C19aeae4eb4e8488219b908ddf84cd33a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638939731088907993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hTaI4EI%2Bx3k2N1vmvicsbOjVf9fqv2EyryYW7L4jM3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inflightusa.com%2Farticles%2Fbrian-liddle&data=05%7C02%7C%7C19aeae4eb4e8488219b908ddf84cd33a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638939731088907993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hTaI4EI%2Bx3k2N1vmvicsbOjVf9fqv2EyryYW7L4jM3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inflightusa.com%2Farticles%2Fbrian-liddle&data=05%7C02%7C%7C19aeae4eb4e8488219b908ddf84cd33a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638939731088907993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hTaI4EI%2Bx3k2N1vmvicsbOjVf9fqv2EyryYW7L4jM3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inflightusa.com%2Farticles%2Fbrian-liddle&data=05%7C02%7C%7C19aeae4eb4e8488219b908ddf84cd33a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638939731088907993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hTaI4EI%2Bx3k2N1vmvicsbOjVf9fqv2EyryYW7L4jM3Y%3D&reserved=0
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Recap — September Guest Speaker Mike O’Connor by Col Michael Guslick, WI Wing Membership Officer
(photo credits: Col Tom Leunig & Col Michael Guslick)

Huge thanks to Wausau native Mike O’Connor for performing back-to-back presentations at EAA Warbird Squadron 32
and CAF WI Wing meetings on Sept. 10 and Sept. 20. Mike presented on his books “Ace of Aces” for Sq. 32 and “Badger
Aces” for our CAF Wing (and had copies available for sale and signing).

If you were unable to attend either presentation, picking up a copy of his books is highly recommended regardless. Mike’s
first book on Dick Bong helped to bring the nation’s Ace of Aces back to public consciousness and recognition, and his
latest book expanded his diligent research into covering the other military aviators from the Badger State that have
achieved the coveted title of ‘Ace’.

WISCONSIN FIGHTER ACES
(8171872

MIKE OCONNOR

‘;f‘{’:‘& Vi v l{
FIVE DOWN AND GLORY!

“ Ek 50,000+ u.S. FiGHTER PiLoTs
=
| + 1,447  us.FicHTER Aces

l—‘-‘ 44 BapGER Aces

sl

WISCONSIN'S HOMETOWN HEROES!
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Mission report: PlaneSafe - 9/27/25 by Col Candy Lee Parr, WI Wing Leader

A PlaneSafe Customer Appreciation Event was held on September 27t . It kicked off with a perimeter parade around the
airport and prizes were awarded! My granddaughter Capri & | rode along with Airport Operations (Sarah McCalvy). Capri
was thrilled to hit the siren enroute!

Mission reports: Food Truck Fridays (8/28) & Bill Michael’s Big Unit Poker Run for Fisher House (8/31)
by Mike Doble, WI Wing Finance Officer

8/28  FTF-T-34 and SNJ on display. Took a SCA flight instructor for
demo ride in the T-34.

8/31  T-34 (Mike Doble & Joan Doble) with Navion (Mike Zairniak) Flyover
for Bill Michaels Big Unit Poker Run for Fisher House AND Explorium
Back Yard BBQ or Mike
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by Col Brad Pilgrim

While looking for something else one evening, | found something that |
believe might be the most valuable thing | have, CAF history wise.

Back in 1951, six years before buying the P-51 "Red Nose" with partners
and starting the CAF, Lloyd Nolen bought a P-40 on his own. He only kept
the airplane two years before selling it with the intention of buying his own
P-51. As the history of the origins of the CAF goes, the Mustangs had been
recalled by the Air Force for the Korean war and Lloyd couldn't afford one
by himself in 1957 when one became available. He and four others
purchased one together and that Mustang and those five men started the
CAF with the intent of rebelling against the governments policy of
scrapping the WWII airplanes.

T CEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE . L
(5-47) CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION -
e Iy In 1961, Lloyd's original P-40 came back
o S to the CAF. Unfortunately, it was lost in
P SN R R T N 5 F THE ATRCRAFT DESCRIBED AS FolLomwe, PeRoISNED OWNERORTHE RULL an accident in 1965. In my mind' thlS
ATRCRAFT MAKE SERIAL NO. CAA REGISTRATION NO. . f . | t th b' th
Curtiss 27468 IL~1228N plece or paper Is as close to the biIr
) Laiben P51 certificate of the CAF as we can get. It is
HEREBY SELL GRANT TRANSF[-_R AND DELIVER ALL OF HIS RIGHT, TITLE, ANDINTERESTIN AND TOSUCH AIR- . . .
CRAFT UNTO the Bill of Sale for the first fighter Lloyd
NAME OF PURCHASER
L. P. Noler
ADORESS o N st s e Sl S owned. It may have been before the
Ce: CAF officially started but it is was the
= = . .
= airplane that got the ball rolling for
; AND TO his ECUTORS, ADM|NISTRATORS AND ASSIGNS. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD
= SINGULARLY. THE SAID AIRCRAFT FOREVER AND CERTIFIES THAT SAME IS NOT SUBJECT_TO ANY MORTGAGE LI d N Ien
S| OR OTHER ENCUMBRANCE EXCEPT: oy o .
E TYPE OF ENCUMBRANCE AMOUNT DATE
s NORGEETE Sivee SN W - S0 S0 et o)l 20 O Rt NRee i, 000
) IN FAVOR OF -
& |
= |
E IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF. HAVE SET. Fr HAND AND SEAL___________ I
: THIS LSE DAY OF_e=phe 19_ 5L I
" NAME OF SELLER
Q Liarsh viation Co., Tnce ) :
‘E BY nalpre In lnlg) — oy /, //
7] / i o o e I
TITLE (If al,md on Aehul/ uja Carpomuon or Partnership or if signed by an Agent) |
P =t |
ACKNOWLEDGMENT :
STATE OF. s I
COUNTY OF LBV ICoDA |
SRS lg h:}. DAYL(?_FY EPG;E;%CE;1:')I'3E ABOVE-NAMED SELLER ,'go SM-E :
BEFORE ME PERSONA 2]
KNOWN TO BE THE PERSON DESCRIBED IN AND WHO EXECUTED THE FORE-
SRINSRILL OF o8 e A VN ON DER MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL THE DAY I
AND YEAR ABOVE WRITTEN. I
NOTARY PUBLIC MY COMMISSION EXPIRES I >
s, (& . o
D .._//u«e{;;nfss 57 Trolres Tuns 25, 1984 I Before Russell Johnson was an actor
READ_INSTRUCTIONS AT RIGHT CAREFULLY | begt knqun for his role as The Professor
- | in 'Gilligan's Island,' he served as
: a bombardier in a B-25 Mitchell over

a the F’acmc From 1942-45, he

Did u know?  “The Professor....”

During one mission, his plane was shot down in the Philippines in
March 1945. He broke both his ankles and earned his Purple Heart @
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Northern lllinois Airshow (Sept. 6th, 2025) by Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing Education Officer

On the weekend of September 6th and 7th the WI Wing participated in this air show that is held every 2 years in
Waukegan, IL. This show is the most successful PX event for our Wing. This year we SOLD OUT the PX with sales over
$7,500! The young people attending this event love to shop for souvenirs and we are the only venue for them. Col Ed
Pleva assures us that we get a perfect location that almost everyone going to the flightline must pass. Despite valiant
efforts, none of our aircraft made it this year. We did have the pleasure of a US Army Cessna O-1 Bird Dog being parked in
front of the PX. One of the highlights of the air show was two WW-II Avenger torpedo bombers. Our own Col Steve Sorge
was there with his TBM (GM made) Avenger “Yogi”. Col Sorge flew during the airshow in a two-ship formation with
another TBF (Grumman Made) Avenger. Steve also had many visitors to his airplane on the ramp.

Special thanks to Cols Ed Pleva, Larry McClellan, Glenn Liedel, Mike Guslick, Mike Woods, Tom Leunig, and Cadet Preston
Fimiano for assisting with the PX.




Wisconsin Wing Newsletter Pg9

J
Wisconsin Wing News Y
“°N\IR Force L

And More Photo’s! — Northern lllinois Airshow (Sept. 6th, 2025) by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

Col Steve Sorge making a pass in his TBM Avenger Another shot of Steve’s beautiful torpedo bomber Red Star formation with Col Jeremy ‘Keebler’
Keyes flying as #3

2032030

P A W e

- *=n o\

Jeremy’s solo pass in Adam Janny’s CJ-6A Cadet Bobby Gibson getting an exclusive look at
the EA-18G Growler cockpit

Col Steve Sorge in front of the pyro clouds. Above Photo credit goes to Steve Redick!
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128t AIR REFUELING WING OPEN HOUSE by Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing Education Officer

& additional photos by Col David Cook

On September 13t and 14th, the WI Wing was out in full force for this exceptional event at Milwaukee’s Hometown Air
Force, the Brew City Tankers. The open house was the first one held since 2012, and they planned for 5,000 people. The
event attracted over 15,000! We had both the SNJ and T-34 on display on the ramp. In the exhibit hanger we had the PX, a
T-33 trailer mounted display, flight helmets, and 5-point harness. There were lines to see the aircraft out on the ramp and
a long line in the hanger for children and adults to sit in the T-33 and get a photo op. The WI Wing was at a strategic
location right in the center of the hanger and right by the main entry to the open house. The PX did well thanks to Col Ed
Pleva’s fast restocking from Waukegan the week before. The visitors were treated to static displays of a KC-46 Pegasus
tanker, two KC-135 Stratotankers, an F-35A Lightening I, C-17 Globemaster Ill, F-16C Fighting Falcon, and others.

The WI Wing had a great turnout of Cols to assist, including Mike Blatseas, Mike Woods, Gary Otto, Candy Parr, George
Crawford, Glen Liedel, Ed Pleva, Tom Leunig, Larry McClellan, Mike Guslick, Kevin O’Connor, Mike Ziarnek, Cadet Bobby
Gibson, and even Sarah McCalvy from KUES assisted.

Special thanks to EAA Chapter 766 for allowing us to borrow their T-33 trailer mounted demo unit. Also, the planning and
delivery/return of this T-33 done by Cols Mike Guslick and Gary Otto.
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Shout Qut — 128 Air Refueling Wing Open House

by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Our BIG participation EVENT of the year: Sept. 13 & 14 at the 128" Air Refueling Wing Open House
in Milwaukee. Family Friendly. 4 bands. Aircraft static display. 15,000 people came out to meet the
military personnel who keep those aircraft flying their missions! We have an Air Guard in your

p backyard! Both our warbird will be there along with a T-33 jet cockpit to sit in for a photo op with
fﬁ % non-stop lines. | bet we interacted with 700-1000 over 2 days. Between 3 aircraft stops and PX.
They were hoping for 5K, and they got 15K in attendance! We can’t wait for the next one!

Blg Shout Out! We could not have done it without you! Thank you all that were able to come and volunteer!

e Thank you to our pilots who volunteered to bring over our birds. Gary otto, Mike Woods & Gerasimos
Blatseas. 128 really appreciated it!

Ed Pleva and the PX team rocked another couple thousand!

Thank you, Michael Guslick and Gary Otto for coordinating the T-33 cockpit experience. And many thanks to
the Sheboygan Airport port for the loaning it to us.

128t Volunteers: Aircraft duty on ramp- Mike Ziarniak, Mike Woods, Michael Guslick, Gerasimos Blatseas,
Kevin O'Conner, our Cadet Bobby Gibson, & Candy Lee Parr.

T-33 Crew volunteers: Bobby, Larry, Tom L, Mike Z, Michael G., Candy Lee (mostly helmet & 5-point harness
duty) and even Sarah McCalvy from KUES pitched in!

PX Crew: Ed Pleva, George Crawford, Glenn Leidel, Tom Leunig, & Larry

128" Community Council members: Dave Cook, Tom Leunig, Ed Pleva, & Candy Lee Parr signed up to assist
them
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Shout Qut — 128 Air Refueling Wing Open House

(cont’d from previous page)
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128th AIR REFUELING WING OPEN HOUSE (cont’d from previous page)

Photo Credit: Photo Credit: Photo Credit:
Col Dave Cook Col Dave Cook Col Dave Cook
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EAA Chapter 18 Young Eagles — 2025

d’ Free Airplane Rides for
— Kids Ages 8 to 17
- Parent/guardian permission required.

June 28 -9 amto 12 pm
Capital Drive Airport
21500 Gumina Rd, Brookfield

August 23 -9 am to 12 pm
Timmerman Airport
9302 W Appleton Avenue, Milwaukee

September 13 -9 am to 12 pm
128" Air Refueling \iing agal Gu
J E. Grange Ave, Milwaukee

October

Octoberd -9 am to 12 pm

Waukesha County Airport
2525 Aviation Drive, Waukesha

NEW '

UPDATE

For more information:

S Email: youngeagles@eaa18.org
al -
’.@r Facebook: EAA Chapter 18 Young Eagles
= www.youngeagles.org
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WI Wing Staff
Position Person Contact Info.
Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330 / candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640 / gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702 / cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101 / srtzen@gmail.com
Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487 / mikewwoods@gmail.com
Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476 / bauere25@gmail.com
Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532 / ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer:

Bryan Thornton

608-354-4786 / thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer:

*** Open *** This could be you!

Education Officer:

Tom Leunig

262-327-8805 / tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer:

Michael Guslick

262-203-6049 / haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer:

John Leidel

414-651-7636 / mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer:

Barb Lepinski

414-550-1762 / blingblingbarb@gmail.com

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034 / liddle.brian@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600 / brad.ohde@outlook.com
PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965 / ed.pleva@gmail.com
Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049 / joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing

P.O. Box 1998

Waukesha, W1 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

Calendar — Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities. Joan Doble,
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator, has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html

Notes:
e CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
*  WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.
Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!
Event Title Start Date & Time End Date & Time Location
Wing Meeting 10/11/2025 10/11/2025 KUES Terminal
Wing Meeting 11/8/2025 11/8/2025 KUES Terminal
Wing Meeting 12/13/2025 12/13/2025 KUES Terminal
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