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Fallis in the air! Our PXTeam had their last Food Truck Friday at Waukesha County Airport on 8/29. Many
thanks to our PX team who set up, engage in our mission with attendees and tear down every week weather
permitting. We were featured as the non-profit and earned a portion of the food sales that day! And our T-34A
Mentor was a backdrop for a calendar shoot with the HAWS and the Waukesha County Sheriff Dept. (see
photos inside)

* 8/9: The highlight of AUGUST was our Wing picnic with our new President/CEO of Commemorative Air
Force, David Oliver flying up from Texas to be our guest speaker. It was a great turnout, lots of food, new
members, cadets and their families, meeting new friends, sharing stories and laughter. | want to thank Tom
Deau & Chris Reeves for the use of their hanger, the PX Team for helping to set up & tear down tables &
chairs, all those that brought a dish to pass, Col Gary Otto doing the meat run, Col Mike Doble the grill
master, Evon Celander hosting the check in table.... We appreciate everyone pitchingin! (see photos
inside)

» 8/7: Col Mike Doble & | attended the First Responders Training hosted at KUES along with FAA staff. Mike
brought over the T-34A Mentor to training the Police & Fire departments. This was my 3 and by far the best
turnout! Mike did an outstanding job reviewing emergency procedures on a warbird. | learned more about
our aircraft too. (see photos inside)

* 8/16: We celebrated Crites Field 90th Anniversary of our home base Waukesha County Airport. Thank
you, Cadet Preston Fimiano & Col George Crawford, for selling the 90th posters signed by the Crites family
members. Cols Gerasimos Blatseas & Mike Woods for bringing over the T-34 eye candy. The Waukesha
Aviation Club had old photos to view & the Crites siblings told stories of them growing up around their dad's
love for aviation. It was a good time! (see photos inside)

* 8/23: Our mission to Educate & Inspire led our Wing to participate in a Scout Leadership event held at
KUES inspired by our Cadet Bobby Gibson, a candidate for Eagle Scout. Guest speakers & participants:
Cols Chuck Christburg, Tom Leunig, Michael Guslick, Candy Lee Parr along with our former PIO Bob Vajgrt
who just published his first book on Leadership! Thank you Col Mike Doble for bringing over the T-34 for the

To Educate, Inspire and Honor!!

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

Scouts to see up close out on the ramp. (see photos inside) N .
Inside this issue:
« .  OurBIG participation EVENT: Sept. 13 & 14 10 AM to 3 PM at the 128" g"’” ‘;’?" R:”y P ‘;’”t' Sept. 1-2
< AirRefueling Wing Open House in Milwaukee. Free admission. Family Ns;"llwf;b:zorAtm:A”
Q Friendly. 4 band. Aircraft static display. Come on out and meet the Members, Wi Wing News,
(7) military personnel who keep those jets flying their missions! We have an First Responder Training,
f f | f H ; Upcoming Speakers, Scout
)  AirGuard inyour backyard! Both our warbird will be there along with a :
® — . Koi itinf h N D hi WING Leadership Event, 115t e
jet co.c plt to sit in for a photo op. Note: Due to this event our e Vi) Tty (o) -
meeting is moved from the 13t to September 20th. And we have a great Truck Fridays, Wing Picnic,
w line up of guest speakers booked for the rest of 2025! Burlington Fly in, Congrats
: to Col Bob Vajgrt and Col
- . Steve Betzler and More!!!
Q Many hands make the mission light: Who do you know that loves c evet ;Zfr a:, " ore 6
history, aviation, & are veteran/military supporters...they may want to vents & Staff Listing

check us out! Invite them to our next WING meeting on 9/20 at 10:30 AM at the Waukesha Co. Airport
conference room. Attention Pilots: We are looking for pilots that are up for the challenge of flying a tailwheel
warbird! 1943 SNJ-5/AT-6D Navy Trainer beauty that yearns to be in the skies!


http://www.cafwi.org/
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Operations Report — September 2025 by Col Mike Woods, CAF WI Wing Operations Officer

Operations for August were good and bad. First the good, the T-34 flew 8 flights for a total of 6.9 hours. More good news the
front canopy is now working nicely so thanks to Mike Doble and Nick Krahn. Even more good news (or is it now up to
goodest?), Steve Cloyd flew one training flight with John Reed so he needs a couple or more training flights to finish his
checkout. But now the bad news, as both radios developed serious issues on the September 6th Honor Flight. Fortunately,
the problems raised their ugly head before we had taken off from Waukesha, so we did not interfere with traffic at the
Milwaukee Airport, or get the plane stranded there. Hopefully the radio issues can be solved this week so the T-34 can be
flown to the 128t Refueling Wing Open House at Mitchell on September 13-14.

The SNJ only had two flights in August for a total of 1.2 hours. Unfortunately, the only pilot that can fly the SNJ as of now is
Gary Otto as all the rest are either waiting to get checked out or they need to get their annual check ride done. However,
Lauren Marburg, who lives in Indianapolis, has just received his CAF instructor's rating in the T-6 (SNJ), so he is planning a trip
to Waukesha very soon to do the annual check rides for all our pilots that need one. Also, he will be flying with Kevin
O'Conner to get him checked out in our SNJ.

Hope to see everyone at the 128t Open House.

EAA Museum Speaker Series by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

CAF WI Wing meetings are not the only place where you can find outstanding presentations! Our cherished Chris Henry, EAA
Museum Director, organizes the museum’s Speaker Series, where he brings in a wide variety of presenters that cover the full
gamut of aviation.

Of special note, our November 2024 Wing meeting presenter received the highest of accolades from those in attendance. If you
were not one of those who were able to be there (it was an utterly jaw-dropping presentation), our very good friend Lt. Col.
Tyler ‘SHAFT’ Shaver will be the speaker on November 20 at the EAA museum to talk about his experiences flying in (and out of)
the F-35. Dot not miss this chance to see/hear some deep intel on the most prominent 5th generation fighter in the world!

More information on the speaker series here:
https://www.eaa.org/eaa-museum/museum-events/aviation-adventure-speaker-series

Days to Remember in September: Heads UP = CAF WI Wing Officer
Elections in December!!!
2 Japan Signs Surrender 1945

11 Patriot Day Open position include:
"we will never forget"
17 Citizenship Day * Executive Officer * Safety Officer
18 U.S. Air Force Birthday * Operations Officer ~ * Education Officer
19 POW-MIA Recognition Day
22 First Day of Autumn Seeking volunteers for the nomination committee

and election committee.!!!
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Upcoming Vote to Approve Revised

mae Bylaws and Elect General Staff

Attention Colonels:

A" At this year’s General Membership Meeting on October 3, 2025, active CAF Colonels
will vote to elect four General Staff members and to approve an amended and

Members restated CAF Constitution and Bylaws.
BRDB

These proposed updates are designed to strengthen our operations, modernize our
governing documents, and make participation more accessible for all members—no
matter where you live.

Once approved, these changes will also allow for electronic voting in Unit elections,
helping improve engagement and efficiency across the organization.

In mid-August, you will receive a packet in the mail with details about the General Staff
P— election and a printed copy of the proposed amended and restated Constitution and
2 Bylaws.

In the meantime, you can:
e Review the updates and General Staff nominees now at
commemorativeairforce.org/pages/vote
e Request an absentee ballot if you cannot attend in person
e Attend the informational webinar on September 23 at 6:30 p.m. Central

The General Staff is strongly encouraging members to vote to approve these important
updates to ensure a more inclusive, responsive, and forward-looking organization.

Thank you for your continued support of the CAF and your role in shaping our future.

Learn More

NEW MEMBERS!!!
Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano
J X Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner
yr Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

Wesley Franklin

Matt Knuth

Steve White

Nick Krahn Kevin O’Connor Loren Marburg
Steve Cloyd Cadet Bobby Gibson Ethan O’Rourke
Cadet Matthew Morin Darryl Morin Matt Thomas
Sam Todd Randy Wegner Barb Lepinski

Dr. Arthur Angove
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First Responder Training @ KUES on Sat., 9/23 by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Cols Mike Doble & Candy Parr attended the First Responders Training hosted at KUES along with FAA staff. Mike
brought over the T-34A Mentorto do training for the Police & Fire departments. Hosted at the Gold hanger at KUES

with a dozen or more aircraft to review.

h
/4

Upcoming CAF WI Wing meeting presentations
by Col Michael Guslick, CAF WI Wing Membership Officer

September - Coming to us from Wausau, author Mike O'Connor will be
presenting on “Badger Aces”, the more than 40 fighter pilots hailing from
Wisconsin who achieved ‘ace’ status from the first World War to Vietnam. Mike
will be doing a sister presentation on the most famous of these aces, Richard
Bong, for Warbird Squadron 32’s September 10 meeting (6-8pm, Military
Veterans Museum in Oshkosh). Mike will have copies of his books available for
purchase and signing!

October — Col. Charles Merkel — Commander of the 128t Air Refueling Wing.
November — Rick Holle & Col Mary Berg — Battle of the Bulge.

December — Our very own WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor, Kevin O’Connor
will talk about flying the USMC AV-8B Harrier Il and give us a peek into the
complexities of flying combat missions in this technological marvel. Sadly due to
be retired in 2026, the AV-8B remains an engineering triumph and the trainer
version was a highlight of Boeing Plaza at EAA a few weeks ago. Bring your
nerdiest questions for our resident V/STOL pilot!

WISCONSIN FIGHTER ACES
1917-1972

MIKE OCONNOR
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Scout Leadership Event by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Our mission to Educate & Inspire led our Wing to participate in a Scout Leadership event held at KUES inspired by our Cadet

Bobby Gibson, a candidate for Eagle Scout. Guest speakers & participants: Cols Chuck Christburg, Tom Leunig, Michael
Guslick, Candy Lee Parr along with our former

PIO Bob Vajgrt who just published his first book
on Leadership! Thank you Col Mike Doble for
bringing over the T-34 for the Scouts to see up
close out on the ramp.
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Tour of the 115 Fighter Wing WI ANG in Madison by Col Dave Cook & Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing

On August 6t the WI Wing had an exceptional tour of the 115t Fighter Wing and a briefing on the new F-35A fighter. The F-
35A is the Air Force version of the newest Fifth-Generation fighter aircraft in the USAF inventory. This tour was arranged by Col
Dave Cook and gave 19 WI Wing members and spouses a unique opportunity to learn about this versatile platform. Our tour
was hosted by Lt Col Zachary Griswold, call sign “hAMPser”. Lt Col Griswold is a former US Navy F-18 pilot who transferred to
the Air National Guard and transitioned to the F-16C before recently becoming qualified on the new F-35A. We received a
fascinating briefing on the advanced capabilities and role of this 5t generation stealth aircraft. After the briefing, we received a
tour of the flight operations area and then went out to the flight line to observe the F-35’s launch for their morning training
flights.

Some of the key characteristics of the F-35A are:

¢ Advanced Stealth, so it’s less detectable by radar.

* Highly Integrated Avionics and Sensors for enhanced situational awareness.

¢ Advanced Materials and Manufacturing for greater performance and stealth.

* Network Centric Warfare to gather, fuse, and distribute information.

* Replacement of Legacy Aircraft: The f-35 is intended to replace the F-16 and A-10 in the USAF fleet.
It is a huge honor for the 115t Fighter Wing to become just the second Air National Guard unit in the nation to
receive the highly advanced F-35. The depth of experience and professionalism of the members of the Wisconsin
Air National Guard certainly played a big part in this assignment.

Many thanks to “hAMPster” for taking time off from his vacation to host our visit!
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Tour of the 115 Fighter Wing WI ANG in Madison (cont’d from previous page)

{76 FGHTER'SQUADRON
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Food Truck Fridays in August by Col Tom Leunig, CAF WI Wing Education Officer

The PX wrapped up the summer of Food Truck Fridays in August. We participated in 12 events this summer with the PX, our
SNJ and T-34. The WI Wing got excellent exposure and met many people. The young people and children were delighted to
climb on a real airplane! Here is a summary of the August events:

* The WI Wing sponsored FTF on August 8%, courtesy of Col Mike Woods and Col Tom Leunig. Unfortunately, no CAF
aircraft were available, and no other aircraft showed up. In any event it went well, and Col Candy Parr gave a
presentation on the WI Wing and our mission.

¢ On August 22" we had a good turnout and many thanks to Col Vic Stottlemeyer for bringing his Harvard over and to
Paul Keppler who brought his Canadair T-33 over and performed some fly-bys.

* Our last FTF was on August 29, and the WI Wing was the one of the featured non-profits. We received a
percentage of the sales that day. Attendance was excellent. Col Mike Doble was first to arrive in the T-34, followed
by Col Vic Stottlemeyer in his Harvard, and Col Mike Ziarniak in his Ryan Navion. Our SNJ filled out the display. We
had lots of children attend and spent a good amount of time giving tours.
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Food Truck Fridays in August (cont’d from previous page)

——

& U.S AR\

The WI Wing Colonels who made the FTF PX events work were Col Ed Pleva who manages the
PX, orders all the merchandise, and does all the planning logistics. Col Glenn Liedel deserves
special thanks for using his truck to pull the PX trailer to each event. Also, in regular
attendance and helping to set up and staff the PX are Cols George Crawford, Larry McClellan,
and Tom Leunig. Special thanks to everyone who assisted in making the 2025 Food Truck
Fridays a success, especially the pilots who brought our aircraft over for static display.
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The Burlington Fly-In is the Midwest's | www.BurlingtonFlyin.com
enthusiast fly-in, featuring www.Zuffengruppe.com

On Sunday, October 5th the CAF Wisconsin Wing will participate
in the Burlington Fly-In. This event is sponsored by Zuffengruppe,
a classic German car enthusiast group. The tarmac of the
Burlington airport is loaded with Porsche, BMW, Mercedes-Benz,
and other German vehicles. They surround a group of classic
aircraft. During the event there are fly-bys with some of the
aircraft, both jets and propellers. You are up close to the runway
and see some spectacular flying. This is our last PX event of the
year. If you like cars and planes don’t miss this exciting event at
Burlington airport.

August Wing Picnic Highlights with CAF President/CEO David Oliver by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF WI Wing Leader

Aug. 9th: The highlight of AUGUST was our Wing picnic with our new
President/CEO of Commemorative Air Force, David Oliver flying up from Texas
to be our guest speaker. It was a great turnout, lots of food, new members,
cadets and their families, meeting new friends, sharing stories and laughter. |
want to thank Tom Deau & Chris Reeves for the use of their hanger, the PX Team
for helping to set up & tear down tables & chairs, all those that brought a dish to
pass, Col Gary Otto doing the meat run, Col Mike Doble the grill master, Evon
Celander hosting the check in table.... We appreciate everyone pitching in!
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August Wing Picnic Highlights with CAF President/CEO David Oliver (cont’d from previous page)

€ Cols John Reed and New
sponsor pilot Steve Cloyd
stopped in for lunch with the T-34

Cadet Morin and
Col Blatseas

Wisconsin Sunset Welcome to our CAF President/CEQ David Oliver
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Congratulations to CAF WI Wing Col Mike Doble on being appointed to the Waukesha County Airport Commission!

Airport Commission
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Mike Crowley Mike Doble Abby Lorenz Kurt Weis Shawn McCauley

Chairman

Service Record:

Service Record:
Elected to the Airport
Commission in 2025

Service Record:
Elected to the Airport
Commission in 2018

Secretary Service Record:

Elected to the Airport
Commission in 2019

Service Record:

Elected to the Airport
Commission in 2004

Elected to the Airport

Committee Assignments: Commission in March 2015

Term Expiration: July 2025
Youth In Aviation Task Force

Term Expiration: July 2030

Term Expiration: July 2028 Term Expiration: July 2026

Term Expiration: August
2029

From WI Wing Public Information Officer to Published Author!

Steve Betzler's Tiger Moth
by Col Candy Lee Parr, CAF Wi Wing Leader

Nears Completion

THE-STORY WI Wing would like to send out
IN ﬁﬁg&ﬂff" Congratulations to Col Bob Vajgrt
d

- e on his first published book!

Steve Betzler's Tiger Moth is very
close to making its first test
flight. In fact, it might take place
before our next Gathering!
Steve had a fellow Tiger Moth
owner and restorer from Poplar
Grove airport assist with the
final details. The plane looks
beautiful!

| had the pleasure to attend his book
signing and came to find out he has a
few more about to publish. Bob Joined
CAF in 2014 and had served many roles
in our wing with his last position as our
PIO! Retired architect by profession, he
is busy flying, traveling, writing and
family time! We wish him all the best!

-
ROBERT A. VAJGRT

You can find his books out on Amazon!
Well done, Bob!
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Honored guests: Waukesha Mayor Shawn, Airport

The youngest and Commissioner Mike Crowley, Waukesha Co. Executive Paul
oldest pilot Farrow, Waukesha State Bank President Ty R. Taylor with
attending cut the Kurt Stanich Airport Manager.

cake.

Our oldest Wing
member Dr. Arthur
Angove did his check
ride with Dale Crites.
Arthur plays his
Uncle's WWI bugle at
events.

Col Woods & Blatseas
brought over our T-34.

Piper Cub 376K
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The 128th ARW will be hosting a base
Open House on the weekend of
September 13 and 14 at the General
Mitchell ANG Base. Family friendly

- with live music. See our two warbirds
there!

HOMETOWN AIR FORCE |

| 128TH AIR REFUELING WING OPEN HOUSE  § '™

- — <<

ADDRESS
13 SEP- 10 AM to4 PM 1919 E GRANGE AVE

14 SEP - 10 AM to 3 PM MILWAUKEE, WI 53207
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EAA Chapter 18 Young Eagles — 2025

‘ Free Airplane Rides for
', g 3 Kids Ages 8 to 17
Parent/guardian permission required.

June 28 -9 am to 12 pm
Capital Drive Airport
21500 Gumina Rd, Brookfield

August 23 -9 am to 12 pm
Timmerman Airport
9302 W Appleton Avenue, Milwaukee

September 13 -9 am to 12 pm
128" Air Refueling Wing, National Guard
1919 E. Grange Ave, Milwaukee

October 1l

Octoberd — 9 am to 12 pm

Waukesha County Airport
2525 Aviation Drive, Waukesha

For more information:

Q\\tﬁ ""1,. Email: youngea aal8.or
as ol
i@f Facebook: EAA Chapter 18 Young Eagles
e www.youngeagles.org

Wings & Wheels Fly-in & Car Show , = »

Wed, Sept 17, 4:00-6:00 pm Rain Date: Sept 18 i 9

Come and gawk at some cool planes, cars & motorcycles while fueling
up on pulled pork & shredded turkey sandwiches.

WATERTOWN MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (KRYV).: 1741 River Drive, Watertown, Wi

FLY IN OR DRIVE IN - ALL AREWELCOME!L
ALL EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: $8.00 FOR ADULTS; $5.00 FOR CHILDREN 6 & UNDER.
ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT EAA CHAPTER 320's LOCAL AVIATION ACTIVITIES,
FOR EVENT UPDATES, VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE: 0

£AA> EAA320.COM
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WI Wing Staff
Position Person Contact Info.
Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330 / candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640 / gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
Finance Officer: Mike Doble 414-553-7702 / cafwiwingfinance@gmail.com
Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101 / srtzen@gmail.com
Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487 / mikewwoods@gmail.com
Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476 / bauere25@gmail.com
Rides Officer & Ground Crew Lead: Mike Ziarniak 414-380-9532 / ziarniakm@gmail.com

Public Information Officer:

Bryan Thornton

608-354-4786 / thornton302@yahoo.com

Development Officer:

*** Open *** This could be you!

Education Officer:

Tom Leunig

262-327-8805 / tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer:

Michael Guslick

262-203-6049 / haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer:

John Leidel

414-651-7636 / mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer:

Barb Lepinski

414-550-1762 / blingblingbarb@gmail.com

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034 / liddle.brian@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600 / brad.ohde@outlook.com
PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965 / ed.pleva@gmail.com
Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049 / joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:

CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998

Waukesha, W1 53187-1998

www.cafwi.org

Calendar — Upcoming Events

Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities. Joan Doble,
WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator, has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://www.cafwi.org/calendar.html
Notes:
e CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability.
*  WI Wing Staff meetings are always 1 hour prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.
Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha most Saturday’s - 8:00 AM !!!

Event Title Start Date & Time End Date & Time Location
128th Air Refueling Wing Open House 9/13/2025, 10:00 AM 9/14/2025, 3:00 PM *** Both Warbirds will be there! ***
Wing Meeting 9/20/2025, 10:30 AM 9/20/2025, 12:30 PM KUES Terminal
Oconto Elks Fly-in / Wheels, Wings & Things 9/20/2025 9/20/2025
Honor Flight Escort 10/4/2025, 5:30 AM 10/4/2025, 8:30 AM MKE
Wings & Wheels Burlington Fly-in 10/5/2025 10/5/2025 Burlington Airport
Wing Meeting 10/11/2025 10/11/2025 KUES Terminal
Wing Meeting 11/8/2025 11/8/2025 KUES Terminal
Wing Meeting 12/13/2025 12/13/2025 KUES Terminal
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