
Our busy season is winding down with a few days of the crisp fall temps sneaking in. August really proved 
to be an awesome month with milestones and connections for the Wisconsin Wing to carry out the CAF 
Mission to Educate, Inspire & Honor! With over 100 people attending our August Wing Meeting with 
special guests of Waukesha County Executive Paul Farrow, Regional Director Paul Truess of the Office of US 
Senator Ron Johnson, and a surprise visit at the time CEO of CAF Hank Coates.  Two new members joined 
our wing & others are inquiring. Members and guests learned more about the FAA Wright’s Brother 
Master Pilots Award that was presented by Jurg Grossenbacher from the office of the FAA to Gary A. Otto 
for 50 years as a licensed pilot. Thank you, Diane Otto, for providing the catered lunch & decorations for 
the wing & guests. Many thanks to all the WI Wing members, spouses & supporters, Waukesha County 
Airport staff & our aviation family that made our August Wing meeting most enjoyable & a success!  

✓ August Wing Leader Connections: Attended 12 events or meetings
✓ August CAF Wing meeting & picnic was a hit! Over 100 in attendance!
✓ CAF HQ -12 Planes of Christmas Calendar 2024- We were awarded one of the 12!!

We will need your assistance to promote our fundraiser- (See New Business inside)
✓ Our HQ ASAP Wing assessed for 2025 $1,867.55 per quarter 
✓ Our T-34 is closer to getting into the standard category to support our Rides Program
✓ We need more SNJ-5 sponsor pilots.  Who do you know that has tailwheel hours? 
✓ Hank Coates former CEO Departure (See New Business inside)
✓ 8/30 the last Food Truck Friday at KUES – CAF WI Wing was the Nonprofit of the day! 

Record earnings of $178. Big shout out to our PX Team led by Col Ed Pleva! 
✓ CAF Headquarters Election-Request for Absentee Ballot (See New Business inside)
✓ No September WING meeting: Our Wing will be volunteering at the 49th Annual Military 

Vehicle Preservation Association Convention 
(MVPA) on the EAA grounds- See you there! 

✓ WI Wing Staff 2025 Nomination & Election 
Committee (See New Business inside)

✓ Happy Birthday to the U.S. Air Force!  Officially
established on September 18, 1947

      (See USAF History article inside)

Next month’s Wing Meeting is October 12, 10:30AM at KUES in the 
Terminal. Guest Speaker: Steve Church published author on topic, 
who had a presentation at OSH on WWII fighter tactics. 

Educate, Inspire & Honor                                         
Rally up, Share the load, 
Communicate & be transparent! 
I see a great future for our Wing! 
Onward and upward!

Commemorative Air Force
Wisconsin Wing Newsletter

Chartered April 30th, 1982                        Editor:  Brad Ohde
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A  HUGE Thank You!  by Col Gary Oto,  WI Wing Executive Officer

I want to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the entire WI Wing, my family, friends, and everyone who contributed to 
making the August 10th CAF Wing meeting and Master Pilot Award presentation such a special and memorable event. It was very 
humbling to have so many surprise guests, family, friends, plus the awards and commendations related to my 50 years of piloting as 
well as my efforts to promote aviation. The beautiful portrait drawn by CAF member and renowned aviation artist, Brian Liddle, was 
most appreciated and enjoyed by all, as it captures the passion that I have for flying warbirds, and our SNJ-5 in particular. I have to 
name the people who went above and beyond the call of duty to make the presentations and the luncheon such a huge success as 
well as an enjoyable event for the nearly 100 attendees.

• My lovely (and very understanding) wife, Diane. She has stood by me since I learned to fly over 50 years ago at Timmerman 
Field, and supported my flying all the way through these past 50 years. She was so helpful with so many aspects of the day’s 
activities, and sponsored the outstanding luncheon.

• Our dynamic and energetic WI Wing Leader, Candy Lee Parr, for initiating the Master Pilot award application, organizing the 
entire meeting and award ceremony and being the catalyst for making it all come together. I don’t know where she gets all the 
energy and enthusiasm, but it is sure appreciated! I can’t thank Candy enough for all of this!

• The WI Wing staff members who kept all of this a big secret and supported Candy’s efforts.
• Jurg Grossenbacher (FAA) for his outstanding and interesting presentation of the Wright Bros. Master Pilot Award.
• Waukesha County Executive, Paul Farrow, who personally presented me with an Executive Commendation for my flying 

achievements.
• Paul Truess, Regional Director, representing Senator Ron Johnson, who presented me with a Special Senatorial Recognition 

award.
• CAF CEO Hank Coates who added a high level of recognition from CAF Headquarters for what we are doing here at the WI Wing 

to promote the CAF mission to Educate, Inspire and Honor. It was a great honor to have Hank present for the award 
presentation. Plus many thanks to Steve Lark for transporting Hank around town for his visit.

• Sarah McCalvy, representing Kurt Stanich and the Waukesha County Airport management team, who offered congratulations 
and reinforced how the CAF supports aviation at our airport. The county also provided tables, chairs and the PA system.

• Mike & Joan Doble, who hosted the Friday evening reception at their beautiful hangar where I was totally surprised by the 
appearance of Hank Coates! They also provided beverages for the luncheon along with Wally Garlock.

• Hangar Owners Tom Deau and Chris Reeves, who loaned us the use of their huge hangar for the event. We could not have done 
this without this perfect setting.

• Warbird Coffee folks from Wisconsin Rapids, who provided all the delicious coffee and supplies.
• Events officer Kathy Laabs for handling the RSVP’s, emails, and much more.
• Dave and Sue Cook for delivering the beautiful flowers for Diane.
• The set-up and tear-down team including; Steve & Mary Lark, Diane Otto, Glenn Leidel, Ed Pleva, Tom McDermott, George 

Crawford, Mary Berg, John Leidel, Kathy Laabs, and probably many more who I am somehow missing.
• Mike Woods who collected donations for the super gifts that Diane and I received.
• And to all the others who helped in some way, shape or form.  Thanks!!!

I want to thank all those who contributed to the gift fund. The classy looking leather flight jacket is so warm and comfortable. The 
necklace for Diane is just beautiful, and the date night dinner gift card will soon be used for a memorable evening out. Your 
generosity is so very much appreciated.  Photo highlights are included in the newsletter and you can view all the event photos as 
well as all my “oldie” flying photos by clicking on this Google Drive link:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_76xXA0PzhV7AE0_ohAKDwLSaz8lbwn_?usp=sharing

It continues to be an honor & privilege to be a member of the CAF WI Wing and to do what I can to carry out our noble mission to 
Educate, Inspire and Honor.

Thankfully submitted,
Gary Otto

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_76xXA0PzhV7AE0_ohAKDwLSaz8lbwn_?usp=sharing
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A  HUGE Thank You!  (cont’d from previous page)
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“Thank You” from Diane Otto……

August 10 was a wonderful day to celebrate my husband, Gary Otto, and 
his 50 years of flying! The Wisconsin Wing and many individuals were there 
to help plan this important day and I would like to extend my personal 
thanks to them.

Besides their setup help, Steve and Mary Lark offered to order and deliver 
the memorable cakes. They were delicious and we enjoyed the sweet end 
to our lunch.

Thank you to Sue and Dave Cook for the beautiful floral arrangement that 
brought much color and cheerfulness to our party space

Gary's sister, Laurie Paunovich, was a big help to me with decorating, 
timely balloon ordering and pickup, late night setup, and snacks for the 
Open House. Laurie is always one of the first to volunteer when help is 
needed.

Our son, Ross, with his great tech and photography skills, handled the photo 
printing used for the table decorations, as well as much setup and tear-down 
help. Always there when needed, he provided some heavy lifting as well as a 
reliable and helpful perspective to details and decisions.

This very memorable day would not have happened without the outstanding 
efforts of Candy Parr and the whole WI Wing. No detail was missed by Candy! 
I want to offer my thanks to everyone for the generous Bartolotta gift card 
for Gary and I, the thoughtful SNJ-5 silver pendant, the delicious personalized 
airplane cookies, and the snacks for the Open House portion of the day. Many 
wing members, from those who were part of the organizing team, to those 
who stepped in on event day to fill in where they saw a need, were and are
very much appreciated. The WI Wing has a wonderful team of friends, old 
and new! Thank you.

-Diane Otto
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Last Food Truck Friday for 2024 by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

On Friday, August 30th we had the last CAF Wisconsin Wing Food Truck Friday event at the Waukesha airport.  The CAF 
Wisconsin Wing participated in 12 events this summer.  We had the PX set up and would usually have both the SNJ and T-34 
on display and open for cockpit tours.  The look on the faces of the youth that would climb on the wing and sit in the cockpit 
was priceless!  We were complimented by both Kurt and Sarah from airport management for our participation and support 
for this important event.  We also had the opportunity to talk to many prospective new members.  Special thanks to all the 
COL’s who assisted with PX set-up and operation and to all the pilots who taxied the aircraft over and back for this event. 
COL Ed Pleva deserves special recognition for managing the PX and assuring our success in 2024.

There are two more PX events for 2024:

1. The Military Vehicle Preservation Association (MVPA) international convention at the EAA AirVenture grounds on 
September 12 through 14.  We will have a tent pavilion, PX, and two SNJ’s on display!  This event runs for three days 
from 8-5 on Thursday and Friday and 8-4 on Saturday.  There will be a great display of military vehicles and lots of 
vendors.

2. The Burlington Fly-In on October 6th at Burlington airport.  This is a fantastic event with vintage aircraft including our T-
34 and SNJ, plus the largest collection of Porsche cars you’ve ever seen from Zuffengruppe!  I felt this was one of the 
best events I attended last year.  Please see the flyer included in this newsletter.

We look forward to another great year in 2025 for the PX, aircraft displays, and Food Truck Friday.
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Do you know the history of when the Air Force was established? By Col Candy Lee Parr,  WI Wing Leader

Air Force Birthday

The U.S. Air Force was officially established on September 18, 1947, and has since proven itself as 
an unrivaled force in aviation. However, its roots extend back to the early 20th century, reflecting a 
rich history and heritage.

Between 1909 -- when that the US military purchased its first aircraft -- and 1947, the U.S. Air Force 
did not exist as a separate and independent military service organization. It went through a series of 

designations: Aeronautical Section, Signal Corps (1909); Aviation Section, Signal Corps (1914); United States Army Air 
Service (1918); United States Army Air Corps (1926), and United States Army Air Forces (1941).

World War II highlighted the crucial role of airpower and underscored the need for a fundamental reorganization of the U.S. 
armed forces. In response to these lessons, the U.S. government undertook a significant restructuring to improve 
coordination and efficiency. This transformation led to the creation of the Department of Defense, which consolidated the 
military branches under a unified command structure, featuring strong Joint Chiefs of Staff comprised of Army, Navy, and Air 
Force leaders.

In 1947, President Harry S. Truman signed the National Security Act, which not only established this new defense 
organization but also marked the formal creation of the U.S. Air Force as a separate and independent service branch.
This pivotal development granted the Air Force an equal status alongside the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy, solidifying its role in 
national defense and setting the stage for its future as a premier airpower force.
The reorganization significantly enhanced the strategic, operational, and tactical capabilities of the U.S. military, ensuring a 
cohesive and effective approach to national security in the evolving geopolitical landscape of the post-war era.
Join Military.com in saluting our country's Air Force.    

The US Air Force symbol features a stylized pair of wings with a star in the center. The wings are 
divided into six sections, representing the Air Force’s core values: Integrity First, Service Before Self, 
and Excellence in All We Do. The star symbolizes space as the high ground of our nation’s air and 
space force. Source → newmilitary.com

Timeline: Air Force Milestones

1949:  The flight of the “Lucky Lady II” demonstrated the Air Force’s capability to fly, non-stop round  the world, 
showing it could take off from the U.S. and drop bombs anywhere in the world.

1950-1953:  USAF engaged in the first completely jet aerial combat During the Korean War.  The F-86 Saberjet scored 
impressive aerial victories against the enemy MiG-15.

1954: The first B-52 Stratofortress came into the USAF Inventory and has served in every conflict since its 
appearance.

1960s:  The development and deployment of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) as a major component of 
the aerial defense capability of the United States.

1964-1973:  War in Vietnam
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Do you know the history of when the Air Force was established? (cont’d from previous page)

1970s: The development of laser-guided bombs and TV-guided air to ground missiles. Air mobility took a major 
step forward with the introduction of the C-5 Galaxy in the Air Force Inventory.  Other aircraft systems 
introduced in this decade were the F-15, A-10, AWACS, and F-16.

1980s:  Stealth Technology was revealed advent of the F-117; strategic bomber capability was increased with the 
deployment of the B-1.

1990s:  USAF played a major role in the swift defeat of the Iraqi military forces in the first Persian Gulf War:  The 
Air Force underwent a major reorganization with the formation of Air Combat Command, Air Mobility 
Command, and Air Force Materiel Command.  The USAF supported the war in the Balkans, and the US 
intervention Operation Uphold Democracy in Haiti.

2000 -- Present:  The Expeditionary Air Force concept was a major transition in how the Air Force employed forces.  The 
Global War on Terrorism brought the USAF into Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and Operation IRAQI 
FREEDOM.

*** Credit → 2024 online article: Military.com

New Business Shout-outs!  By Col Candy Lee Parr, WI Wing Leader

Wisconsin Wing 2025 Nomination & Election Committees

It is once again “wing staff election time” and our nominating committee will soon be seeking member volunteers to fill 
the open (2025-26) positions (see list below) on our Wing Staff. If you want to serve on the nomination committee, 
please let a staff member know so you will be considered for appointment to the committee at the Oct. 2nd staff 
meeting. If you want to nominate a member for any of the open positions listed below, please advise the nomination 
committee after Oct. 2nd. Details on the nomination process will be in the October newsletter. The nomination 
committee has a lot of work to do, and will present a slate of officers at the Nov. 9th meeting that has been approved 
by headquarters for the Dec. 14th election for the Two-year term 2025-26:

 
Nominations from the floor will also be accepted at the Nov. 9th meeting and once nominations are closed, the 
election committee will finalize the ballot and offer all members an opportunity to vote in advance of the meeting by 
mail. (If you would like to serve on the election committee, please advise any staff member prior to the Oct. 2nd staff 
meeting.) Members on the ballot will be given a few minutes to introduce themselves at the Nov. 9th wing meeting and 
tell us why they want to be elected!

Serving on the WI Wing Staff is one way to volunteer your time and talents to further our mission to Educate, Inspire 
and Honor. Please consider serving on one of the committees or as a wing staff officer. Other non-elected/appointed 
staff positions are also open and need volunteers to fulfill our wing mission. These include:

If you, or anyone you know of, are interested in any of these important positions, please advise a staff member ASAP. 
We are an all-volunteer organization, and we need many members to get involved to keep our wing thriving and 
growing.

Wing Leader Finance Officer Adjutant

Development Officer Maintenance Officer

Public Information Officer 
(social media, etc.)

Rides Coordinator Events Coordinator
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New Business Shout-outs!  (cont’d from previous page)

CAF HQ Election - Your absentee ballot- See website for Candidates

If you will be unable to attend and vote in person, you may request an absentee ballot by September 30 by 
emailing ctuminaro@cafhq.org with your name and Colonel ID number. 
All requests sent by email will be acknowledged. If you do not receive an acknowledgement within 48 hours, please contact 
Craig at ctuminaro@cafhq.org or (214) 330-1700, ext.142.

Cleaning Party for SNJ-5: Spoke to a teen or two that can help with her belly- Anyone else to help with topside? What is a 
good day? (Please contact Cols Gary Otto or Mike Woods).

What topic are you interested in or who do you know for 2025 GUEST Presenter?
Mark your calendars! We have awesome Q4 2024 Guest Presenters: 

• October: Steve Church, who had a presentation at OSH on WWII fighter tactics and just published a book on the 
topic.

• November: Major Tyker Schaefer F-35 pilot. Ops Director for Volk Field. He is previously a naval aviator. Flown 
all variants of the F-18 & F-35 

• December: Dennis Schell, WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor pilot, US Air Force experiences as an F-15E Weapon 
Systems Officer serving in the illustrious “Chiefs” - 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing

         *** Thank you, Michael Guslick, for finding the most interesting presenters! ***

Hank Coates Departure 
As a member or supporter, you may have questions. Do not let speculations and rumors take over. If people have questions, 
get a straight answer from the source. 

The decision to resign was not influenced by any financial difficulties or organizational instability. The CAF remains on solid 
financial footing and continues to operate with stability and strength. It is important that rumors do not spread that could 
harm the integrity of the organization or the people involved.

Here are the Facts:
• Hank Coates resigned from his position as president/CEO of the CAF, effective August 13, 2024.
• Hank and the General Staff agreed that the organization is at a stable point and that it is an appropriate time for 

new leadership to guide the CAF through its next phase of growth.
• The resignation is not the result of any negative circumstances or actions. It was made with careful 

consideration and is based on positive, forward-looking intentions for both the CEO and the organization.
• David Oliver will immediately step in as interim President/CEO. David has been on the CAF Headquarters staff 

for 13 years. He was the head of operations before becoming the COO. He has been the COO for 6 years.
• The General Staff started the search process for a new CEO immediately.
• Facts provided by Leah Block CAF Vice President of Marketing, lblock@cafhq.org (877) 767-7175, ext. 300

If you have any questions, you are welcome to contact:
• David Oliver, Interim President/CEO, doliver@ cafhq.org, (214) 330-1700, ext. 127 or (630) 853-9624 (cell)
• Eric Zipkin, CAF Chief of Staff, ezipkin@flytradewind.com, (203) 267-3305 ext. 3502 or (914) 953-6059 (cell)

12 Planes of Christmas and the WI Wing is one of the 12 for the 2024 CAF Calendar
Ww will need some volunteers with tasks for our campaign. One of the first things we're going to need to do is set up a CAF 
Warbird Tube time slot for the aircraft.   We will need your assistance to promote our fundraiser for it to be successful.
Please Contact Col Candy Lee Parr WI Wing Leader 262-490-0330 Text or call.

mailto:ctuminaro@cafhq.org
mailto:ctuminaro@cafhq.org
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Membership Report by Col Michael Guslick, WI Wing Membership Officer

It was great to see so many of our members at the CAF gathering at Airventure, and we were fortunate to have two new 
Colonels join that week!  Welcome to our newest members:

• Bryan Thornton is a Madison area real estate agent with a passion for restoring classic cars and formula one 
racing.  He's a student pilot at Middleton/Morey (C29) and is eager to volunteer with our Wing.

• Liz Yogerst is a USAF veteran having served for 12 years as a Public Health Officer and was deployed to both Iraq 
and Kyrgyzstan.  After her service she returned to the veterinary field where she currently practices in 
Washington County.

Wing elections are coming up again, and we have a number of members who still have not paid their 2024 dues – this is a 
friendly reminder that your dues need to be current with both the Wing and with National in order to be nominated for a 
position or to vote!  Most importantly, your membership dollars help keep the Wing operational – please support us and 
make sure you’ve renewed!  If you’re unsure of your status with either the Wing or National, please reach out to me (contact 
info for all Wing staff is at the end of the newsletter).

Meeting presentations wanted!

One thing I’ve tried to do this year is to find interesting people/presentations on military aviation that would be of interest to 
our members.  I’ve been very happy to have found some excellent speakers (and have more on the way, as you’ll see below), 
but we know that there are some fantastic people and stories within our very own Wing that deserve to be heard!  If you 
have a topic that’s of interest to you and you’d like to share your knowledge/experience, please let us know!  Similarly, if you 
know of someone (member or not) who would be able to provide a presentation for a Wing meeting, please reach out – I 
continue to be astonished at the breadth of experience and knowledge within our Wing membership, but so many of you are 
too humble to even hint at the stories, tales, and legends that you can tell us.  Don’t be shy, we want to hear from you!

With that said, our October meeting (Sat., 10/12) presenter is Steve Church.  He is a Minnesota 
based aviator and author who was inspired by the fighter pilots and fighter planes of WWII. Their 
influence propelled him on a journey from fledgling, to flight instructor and aerobatics instructor, 
to 25-years as a corporate pilot. Fighter Combat WWII has been a popular and well-attended 
seminar at Oshkosh Airventure since 2022. The seminar inspired a book of the same name, just 
published this year. There are four parts: Fundamentals, Gunnery, Formations, and Dogfighting. 
As a student of WWII fighter tactics and history for over 45 years and having lots of experience 
simulating WWII dogfights in fully aerobatic light airplanes, Steve will put you in the cockpit, 
where you can learn from the aces.  His website https://www.fightercombatww2.com/ and he 
will have copies of his book available for purchase and signing.

In November (Sat., 11/9), we will have Maj. Tyler ‘Shaft’ Shaver, WI ANG, Ops Director for 
Volk Field.  He is previously a naval aviator and has flown every Hornet subtype, including the 
F/A-18A,B,C, D,E, and F models.  Since he seems to have a penchant for collecting the whole 
set, he is one of the few people on the planet qualified on all the US models of the F-35 
(A/B/C), and even delivered one of the F-35I model aircraft to the Israeli Air Force.  Not only 
is he well versed in flying the F-35, he is well-versed in flying out of the F-35, as his ejection 
from an F-35B in Texas became a viral video (and earned him a Martin-Baker tie).  To top it 
all off, he is the very person who flew in the 115th’s lead F-35 to Airventure this year for 
static display in Boeing Plaza!

https://www.fightercombatww2.com/
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2024  NEW MEMBERS!!!

Mike Doble Joan Doble Preston Fimiano

Don Dargel Ash van den Aarssen Matt Wagner

Tim Williams Bryan Thornton Elizabeth Yogerst

============

Maintenance Report – September 2024 by Col Scott Twesme,  WI Wing Maintenance Officer

• SNJ: “Flying” with no maintenance issues to report!

• T-34: “Flying” daytime/VFR.  Working on getting the T-34  into the standard category for rides program.

============

Operations Report – September 2024 by Col Mike Woods,  WI Wing Operations Officer

In August, our SNJ had 5 flights for 4.6 hrs. flying time.  Our T-34 had 10 flights for 7.9 hours flying time.  YTD our SNJ has 
flown 18.8 hours and our T-34 70.1 hours. Note that the hours are hobbs meter hours but our actual flying hours are 
somewhere around 10% more since our Hobbs time only starts recording around 40 knots, but our flying time counts 
from engine start to engine shut down.

On September 5th, Mike Doble and his A&P/IA mechanic flew theT-34 to Champaign, IL to have the engine installation 
reviewed to be sure it is in compliance with the STC. Upon successful completion, we should be very close to finishing 
things that need to be done to get the plane into the standard category.  After everything is finished our local FAA FSDO 
will inspect the plane.  Once the approval & paperwork clears, we can then put it into a rides program.   We hope to be 
able to get this done very soon.

Membership Report (cont’d from previous page)

To round out the year, in December (Sat., 12/14) our very own WI Wing member and SNJ sponsor pilot, Dennis Schell, 
will be speaking about his US Air Force experiences as an F-15E Weapon Systems Officer serving in the illustrious “Chiefs” 
- 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing. As a WSO in the “dark gray” version of the unmatched Eagle, Dennis was the 
crew member responsible for putting “warheads on foreheads.”  He was also an Instructor WSO and his unit’s resident 
Electronic Warfare Officer.  Dennis is a life-long aviator, having soloed at Baraboo-Dells airport on his 16th birthday.  After 
departing the USAF and finishing grad school in 2001, Dennis landed in Indianapolis and promptly joined the IN Wing CAF.  
He currently serves as the IN Wing Exec Officer, is a CAF Foundation board member, conducts annual governance training 
for the General Staff, has sponsored eight CAF aircraft, and feels fortunate to fly several of the CAF trainers along with his 
RV-7A.  Prior to his military service, Dennis worked as a control systems engineer, and these days uses his love of 
technology as a patent attorney for his solo law firm, Innovation Law Office, which serves startup and mature businesses 
throughout the US and overseas.   

============
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There is an event that occurs every September around the world.  It's Girls 
Can Fly and it's sponsored by the Women in Aviation SE Wisconsin Chapter.  
This exciting event is for girls 12-18 and will be held at Mitchell Field on 
September 28th from 1 to 4.  It's a great way to learn about aviation careers 
and opportunities.       Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer
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49Th Annual Military Vehicle Preservation Association Convention (MVPA)
by Col Tom Leunig,  WI Wing Education Officer

For three days in September of this year those “olive drab” collectors who own, 
restore, and operate vintage, surplus military vehicles will converge in Wisconsin 
for their annual international show.

The Midwest Military Vehicle Association (MMVA) Incorporated, a local affiliate 
of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association-Historical Archives (MVPA-HA), 
will host the 49th Annual International Convention in Oshkosh at the EAA 
grounds from September 12th to September 14th, 2024.  By holding this year’s 
convention and show at Wittman Field the MVPA-HA can add historic warbirds to 
the 125-150 historical military vehicles anticipated to attend.

The MVPA-HA, a 501(c)3, has nearly 3,500 members in 83 affiliate chapters worldwide and 
provides an organization for military vehicle enthusiasts, historians, preservationists, and 
collectors.  These collectors acquire, restore, preserve, safely operate, display, and educate the 
public on historic military transportation.  Members maintain “history in motion” with a wide 
assortment of vehicles from horse-drawn wagons, bicycles, scooters, motorcycles, jeeps and light 
vehicles to heavy trucks, trailers, and tracked armored vehicles.  These veteran vehicles support 
local parades, veteran organization events, school programs, and public displays.  More 
information about the MVPA-HA can be found at www.mvpa.org.

This is the first time the MVPA-HA is holding this military vehicle show, vintage warbird fly-in, 
vendor trade show, and seminar in Wisconsin, but hopefully it will not be the last time.  By 
conducting this show at the EAA in Oshkosh, the MVPA-HA is able to draw on the expertise of the 
EAA staff responsible for executing the annual AirVenture.  Wittman Airport provides the perfect 
venue for a combined ground and aircraft show in anticipation of a large number of public 
attendees.  Utilizing two of the EAA grounds hangars, there will be ample space for indoor military vehicle displays as well as 
indoor vendor areas.  The large expanse of space around the hangars provides large spots for outdoor vendors to stage bigger 
items for sale.  

While at the show, visit the vendor areas where various military surplus and historical items will be offered for sale, visit the 
vehicle display and see dozens of privately owned and operated veteran vehicles, hop a shuttle and visit the EAA museum at a 
discounted rate for show guests, or visit the Military Veterans Museum Education Center (MVMEC) located just south of the EAA 
grounds. 

The Wisconsin Wing of the CAF will be supporting and exhibiting at the 49th 
Annual Convention of the MVPA.  The Wisconsin Wing will have a large tent set 
up with both the SNJ and T-34 on display.  Our PX will also be in this tent.  We are 
encouraging all Wing members to attend this event to show our support. 
The MVPA Convention hours are 8AM to 5PM on Thursday and Friday, and 8AM 
to 4PM on Saturday.  The daily admission is $15 for individuals, $20 for couples, 
and $25 for families.  Veterans and active-duty military are $5.  EAA charges $10 
to park.

We will be setting up on Wednesday, September 11th.  No vehicles can be 
operated on the grounds during the convention hours.  We will pack up on 
Saturday after the show closes at 4PM.

http://www.mvpa.org/
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49Th Annual Military Vehicle Preservation Association Convention (MVPA)      (cont’d from previous page)
by Col Tom Leunig,  WI Wing Education Officer

To staff an event of this size we will need volunteers.
We should have a minimum of 4 people in our display area, 
two for aircraft tours and two staffing the PX.  To volunteer
for set up, tear down, and/or PX assistance please notify 
Tom Leunig at tgleunig@yahoo.com or 262-327-8805. 
Let me know the day/s you would like to attend and assist.  
Please provide this information by Friday, September 6th.  
I will send out a schedule that weekend.  Volunteers will 
receive an exhibitor pass to attend!   

Thank you in advance for your assistance!

More information here:  www.mvpa.org/convention

============

Calendar – Upcoming Events
Please go to cafwi.org for more details on all the Commemorative Air Force Wisconsin 2024 Wing activities
 
Joan Doble,  WI Wing Fly-Over Coordinator,  has also created this link to a more in-depth calendar:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1W73XslbbBNdUAnRHGgeLxXMYB8m2YK83ePjeuJX3BhE/edit?usp=sharing

Notes:   CAF WI Wing activity always subject to weather and aircraft availability
• WI Wing Staff meetings are always 10 days prior to each wing meeting and open to all members to attend.

Breakfast at Denny’s in Waukesha every Saturday 8:00 AM !!!

Date Event Name Location Time PX Booth
Education 

Table
T-34A SNJ-5

9-12 to 
9-14-24

Military Vehicle Preservation 
Association (MVPA) Annual 
Convention

EAA Grounds – Oshkosh 8am-5pm (Thr/Fri)
8am-4pm 

(Sat)
9-18 Watertown Auto Club / Static 

Aircraft Display
KUES – Plane Safe Ramp 5:30pm–8:30pm X X

9-21-24 Oconto Elks Flyin Oconto Airport 9am-4pm X X
9-28-24 Girls in Aviation Day Mitchell Field 1pm-4pm
10-5-24 Honor Flight Escort KUES/KMKE TBA
10-6-24 Wings & Wheels – Burlington Flyin Burlington, WI TBA X

10-12-24 WI Wing Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Steve Church (WWII Fighter Combat 
Tactics)

Waukesha Airport – Terminal 10:30am

11-9-24 WI Wing Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Maj. Tyler “Shaft” Shane, WI ANG – 
Ops Director for Volk Field

Waukesha Airport – Terminal 10:30am

12-14-24 WI Wing Meeting – Guest Speaker 
Dennis Schell, USAF, F15E Weapon 
Systems Officer

Waukesha Airport – Terminal 10:30am

* Updates as of September 12th, 2024.      

   Contact Candy Lee Parr at 262-490-0330  or  candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com with questions or information to share.

mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
http://www.mvpa.org/convention
cafwi.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1W73XslbbBNdUAnRHGgeLxXMYB8m2YK83ePjeuJX3BhE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
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Visit to the EAA Aviation Museum Youth Education Center by Col Tom Leunig, WI Wing Education Officer

On Monday, August 19th, I had the opportunity to meet with Paul Maloy, Director of Education for the Experimental Aircraft 

Association.  Also in this meeting were Danielle Schmick, AeroEducate Program Manager and Alyssa Horpedahl, Youth 

Education Center Program Manager.  We met and toured the Youth Education Center, which is a whole wing located in the 

headquarters in Oshkosh.  The purpose was to learn more about the EAA youth programs and how the CAF Wisconsin Wing 

might learn from EAA and work together on youth education initiatives.  I also discussed with them the Waukesha County 

Youth in Aviation Task Force and their efforts to educate and inform young adults on careers in aviation.  Both Candy Parr and I 

are on this task force.

The EAA programs are extensive and are designed to bring young people into careers in aviation.  This could be in ATC, aviation 

business, aviation maintenance, engineering, and pilot training.  This focuses on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 

math) education.  

There are two main areas we discussed:

1. Youth Programs.  These are educational programs for school age individuals and are offered at the EAA Youth Education 

facility.  This includes topics such as flight planning, engine anatomy, wind tunnels, ground school operation ATC, 

beginning avionics, airfoil design, 3-D printing, and airfoil design.  In total there are 24 hands-on group activities.  These 

are offered in labs at the Youth Education Center.  The labs are equipped with 3-D printers for each student, laptops for 

flight simulators, special tables to make wooden props, and other resources.  You can learn more at: 

www.eaa.org/Education .

2. AeroEducate.  This program offers free K-12 aviation and aerospace activities.  There are resources for students, 

teachers, EAA Chapters, and youth leaders.  It includes extensive student career guidance, hands-on projects, and in-

person experiences.  The participants can earn digital achievement badges.  This is an ideal on-line program for any 

youth interested in aviation careers.   You can learn more at: www.AeroEducate.org.

The EAA Youth Programs also include Girls on the Fly (www.eaa.org/GirlsOnTheFly ), Young Eagle Flights, and several other 

initiatives.

We will keep the lines of communication open and explore initiatives to work together in the future.  Paul Maloy gave me a 

box of the Aviation Handbooks we can hand out at events.  I provided samples for the CAF Staff meeting. 

In conclusion, I was very impressed by the EAA Youth Education Center and the excellent staff.  We were offered the 

opportunity to tour the facility as a group in the future.

http://www.eaa.org/Education
http://www.aeroeducate.org/
http://www.eaa.org/GirlsOnTheFly
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Position Person Contact Info.

Wing Leader: Candy Lee Parr 262-490-0330    /    candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Gary Otto 262-875-1640    /    gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com

Finance Officer: Tony Madonia 312-208-9840    /    tony@madonia.com

Maintenance Officer: Scott Twesme 920-650-6101    /    srtzen@gmail.com

Operations Officer: Mike Woods 262-781-0487    /    mikewwoods@gmail.com

Safety Officer: Evan Bauer 901-541-0476    /    bauere25@gmail.com

Ground Crew Leader: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Public Information Officer: Bob Vajgrt 414-550-2770    /    dawnbob@wi.rr.com

Development Officer: *** Open ***        This could be you!

Education Officer: Tom Leunig 262-327-8805    /    tgleunig@yahoo.com

Membership Officer: Michael Guslick 262-203-6049    /    haveblue@haveblue.org

Adjutant Officer: John Leidel 262-538-1542    /    mfd4401@yahoo.com

Events Officer: Kathy Laabs 414-418-7222    /    t28gal@att.net

Historian: Brian Liddle 920-634-7034    /    liddle.brian@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Brad Ohde 262-309-8600    /    brad.ohde@outlook.com

PX Leader: Ed Pleva 262-844-0965    /    ed.pleva@gmail.com

Fly-Over Coord. Joan Doble 414-708-4049    /    joan@exploriumbrew.com

Wisconsin Wing mailing address:
CAF Wisconsin Wing
P.O. Box 1998
Waukesha, WI 53187-1998
www.cafwi.org

WI Wing Staff

mailto:candyleecafwiwing@gmail.com
mailto:gary.arthur.otto@gmail.com
mailto:tony@madonia.com
mailto:srtzen@gmail.com
mailto:mikewwoods@gmail.com
mailto:bauere25@gmail.com
mailto:dawnbob@wi.rr.com
mailto:tgleunig@yahoo.com
mailto:haveblue@haveblue.org
mailto:mfd4401@yahoo.com
mailto:t28gal@att.net
mailto:liddle.brian@yahoo.com
mailto:brad.ohde@outlook.com
mailto:ed.pleva@gmail.com
mailto:joan@exploriumbrew.com
http://www.cafwi.org/
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